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NEWS FROM LCA 

Plans for the spring meeting of the Louisiana Classical Association 
have been finalized, and you will find a complete program on the last 
page of the newsletter. This meeting promises to be the biggest and 
best in our short history, with interesting and relevant presentations, 
ample time to look through the display materials from the American 
Class::'cal League, and a chance to meet 'Latin teachers from all around 
the state. If you have not already made plans to attend, take a good 
look at the agenda, cancel your other engagements on Saturday, April 30, 
and commit yourself to a morning of meeting and sharing ideas with 
other Latin teachers. We know you will return to your teaching feeling 
revitalized - perhaps even inspired. A reminder to those of you who 
live too far away from New Orleans to make the Saturday morning drive -
LCA members in Baton Rouge will be happy to have you as Friday night 
guests. (Write to C. Allan at the LSU Classics Department or call 388-
6616 if you need a place to stay.) 

Officers will be elected at the business meeting in New Orleans. 
As we noted in the February newsletter, nominations for the offices of 
vice-President/and secretary-Treasurer are being accepted by the chairman 
of the nominating committee, Althea Ashe, 3524 Redlands Drive, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70814. see you on the 30th! 

* '* * * '* '* * * * * * * 

SPRING MEETING OF LeA IS SATURDAY, APRIL 30 IN NEW ORLEANS 

* '* * * '* '* * * * * * * * 
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AROUND THE STATE 
JCL CONVENTION 

The Louisiana Junior Classical League held its annual convention 
March 4-5 at LSU in Baton Rouge. OVer 225 students and teachers from 
twelve high schools and two middle schools participat~d in the academic 
competition. Although the Olympics competition and chariot races were 
rained out, students attended a Roman banquet and elected state officers 
and national delegates who will represent Louisiana-at the national 
convention' August 7-12 in Rochester, NY. Kenneth Kitchell and Richard 
Collier fromLSU served as guest speakers for the two day event. 
Students and teachers, attended workshops and seminars that explained 
methods and means of promoting classical studies. 

Istrouma Middle School of Baton Rouge was awarded the 'Primus Maximus 
'prize, which goes to the school accumulating the most points in academic 
competitions. Congratulations to the individual winners as wetl as 
these schools which placed first in various categories. 

Latin Level III 
Grammar Level II 
Grarnmar Level I 
Derivatives II 
Derivatives I 
History/Culture II 
History/culture 'I 
Mythology II 
Mythology I 
Scrapbooks 
English Oratory 
Latin oratory 
Posters 
Female Costumes 
Male Costumes 
Handicrafts 
Notebooks-Trojan War 
Notebooks-Graffiti .~ 
Audio-visual 
Modern Myths 
Certamen 

, Art 

catholic High, Baton Rouge 
Baton Rouge High 
Istrouma Middle, Baton Rouge 
st. Frederick's, Monroe 
Istrouma Middle 
McKinley Middle, Baton Rouge 
Istrouma Middle 
Istrouma Middle 
Istrouma Middle 
Istrouma Middle 
McKinley Middle 
Istrouma Middle 
East Jefferson, Metairie 
McKinley Middle 
Istrouma Middle 
st • Freder icks 
Istrouma Middle 
Baton Rouge High 
Istrouma Middle 
Baton Rouge High 
McKinley Middle 
Baton Rouge High 

~ Fortuna at the national convention in Rochester! 



* 
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COLLEGE PREPARATORY CURRICULUM ADVISED BY LSU 

Many of us face or have faced a situation in which we have to 
convince a reluctant principal, superior, parent, or prospective 
student of the worth of taking Latin. See elsewhere in this newsletter 
for an argument based on test scores. But here you will see that LSU 
and the Board of Regents have come up with a strong incentive for all 
schools offering Latin to offer at least three years of it. 

In December of 1982, the Board of Regents issued a report on high 
school preparation for college bound students. Later, LSUitself·came 
out with a brochure entitled THERE IS LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL and mailed 
one to all or most 9th graders in the state. 

Read the recommendations carefully! They affect our programs and 
our future. Use them as arguments to begin Latin programs or to expand 
existing ones out to two or three year programs. If that fails, use it 
as a guideline for parents. They should know what LSU hopes a student 
will have when he/she comes to college. These are not law, they can not 
be with open admissions policy. But they are what is expected to help 
a student perform well. 

* 

The recommendations are: 

* * 

4 years of English 
3 years of Mathematics 
3 years of Natural Science 
3~ years of Social Science 

**3 years of Foreign Languages 

* * * * 
NEWSLETTER NEWS I 

* * * 

The editors are happy to.report that the response to our 
newsletter is favorable. We receive many encouraging letters, 

* 

but imitation is the sincerest flattery and recently the Minnes ota 
Classical Association Newsletter reprinted our survey of textbooks 
which we printed in the Fall, 1982)issue of the Louisiana Classicist. 
We have also received a request to reprint the recent reviews on 
reference/resource books in the University of Florida Newsletter. 

Two points: a) Have you something to send us? You might 
get famous~ A report on your school, a review 
of a book you like, recipes from your JeL banquet? 
We would love to print itl 

b) If you have not sent in your dollar for the 
newsletter as we requested last issue, could 
you do it now? It will help. 



REPRINTS 
1981 SAT and Latin Achievement Test Results 

and Enrollment Data 

Figures recently released by the Education Testing Service show 
another significant increase in the number of students taking the 1981 
Latin Achievement Test. The scores are improving as well. 

1979 1980 

TAKING TEST 1,570 1,823 

MEAN SCORE 524 529 

1981 

2,114 

548 

Up 16% over 
35% over 

1980 
1979 

Up 9.6% over 1980 and 79 

This increase parallels the upswing in nationwide Latin 
enrollment as reported by CAMWS and the ACTFL. The Chronicle ~ 
Higher Education also reports that University enrollments are up for the 
first time in many a year. 

BUT IT IS MORE THAN JUST MORE, IT IS BETTER AS WELL 

The average on the Verbal section of the SAT exam indicates the 
effect of Latin on students ...•... note the following 

----- The average Verbal score for those taking the Latin 
Achievement test as well was 134 points higher than 
the national average (538 vs. 424) 

----- It was also higher than averages for students who took 
Achievement tests in other languages 

Compare Latin's 538 to Spanish 
French 
Hebrew 
Russian 

Math scores were also higher for those 
Latin Achievement Test. Compare their 
with the national average of 466. 

And compare Latin's 585 to 

497 
540 
544 
518 
taking the 
average of 585 

Spanish 536 
French 566 
German 581 
Hebrew 572 
Russian 595 

Use these figures to convince people! 

Taken from Richard A. LaFleur 
University of Georgia, Classical Journal 

77(1982) 343 
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REVIEWER'S CORNER 

WHO WAS THAT MASKED REFERENCE? 
Part II 

Everyone needs a friend, and these companions, while old, are a friend 
indeed. 

THE OXFORD COMPANION TO CLASSICAL LITERATURE, compiled and edited by 
Sir Paul Harvey, Oxford Univ. Press, 2nd ed. 1937, 468 pp. $22.50 

No, it is not the Paul Harvey you are thinking of. But it 
is an excellent little book. Books in Print lists it as grades 9 and 
up , but do not forget the "up". It is a simpler version of the Oxford 
Classical Dictionary and suffers from its date and is lacking in 
bibliography. Its strong points are many well written topical articles 
on all sorts of subjects (a list of them is in front of the volume) and 
a wonderful chart of parallel events infue literary and historic realms 
from Homer to 500 A.D. So you can see at a glance what was going on 
when an author wrote. 

Add to this 6 plates, well drawn, with descriptions and explanations 
(Armor, Houses, Villas, Camps, Temples, Theaters). There are seven 
maps, geared to texts, such as Caesar's Gaul and Britain. These are 
clearly drawn and uncluttered. A discussion of weights and measures 
is at the end as well. 

~he book is small and more portable than the 
for desk reference, gifts, libraries-, and awards. 
classics major should have one as well. 

* * * * * 

OCD. Recommended 
Every co.clege 

* * * 
A COMPANION TO GREEK STUDIES, Leonard Whibley, ed. 

of 1931 4th ed., revised. 790 pp. $24.95 
Hafner, 1968 reprint 

A COMPANION TO LATIN STUDIES, Sir John E. Sandys, ed. Oxford Univ. Press, 
1925, 3rd ed., 891 pp. OUT OF PRINT 

These twin volumes (companion companions?) are also oldish, but 
useful. Their entries are in the form of topical essays, but are well 
indexed for fast referenee. The essays cover a vast array of subjects. 
We find Geography, Flora and Fauna, History, Chronological Tables, 
Religion, Ships, Warfare, Education, Medicine, Money, Drama, Poetry, and 
so on. They are well illustrated, with 197 line drawings in the Greek 
volume and 141 in the Latin. The maps are few, but that is fine for 
they are of low caliber. This, apart from date, is the only main 
criticism I have with me volumes. 

A high school student would not use this book constantly, but 
would find it useful if not invaluable when doing a PFoject. College 
students would enjoy it and reap benefits from it. High school teachers 
will praise its name. I think the price is low for the number of pages 
and their worth. Have your library get one. But caveat emptor, for 
Folcroft has one listed, a reprint of an earlier edition for $125.00. 
Hafner lists no edition of the Sandys, so if you can get one second hand, 
do so. 

Kenneth Kitcr.eH 



c./b QUID AGITUR? ~ • 

SUMMER HONORS PROGRAM AT LSU 

The Honors Program of LSU will offer courses for Juniors who 
have scored a composite of 26 or above on their ACT exam. One of the 
courses involved is Latin Mythology, taught by Dr. K. Kitchell. 
The course will carry college credit. It will last three weeks from 
June into early July. For more details write Dr. William Seay, Director 
Honors Program, Audubon Hall, LSU, Baton Rouge, LA 70803. 

SUMMER GRADUATE COURSES CANCELLED 

The budgetary restrictions affecting much of the state have 
hit LSU. Thus the summer program of intensive courses that were 
planned can not be offered. The program will be re-submitted for 
next summer since we did receive interest in it. 

If you are interested in the program, the best thing you can 
do is write a letter to each of the following expressing y 'ur regret 
that it is not offered and your hopes that it will be offered next 
summer. Write to Prof. Pierre Hart, Chairman, Department of 
Classical, Germanic, and Slavic, LSU Baton Rouge, LA 70803. 
A second to Dean Henry Snyder, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, 
Allan Hall, LSU, Baton Rouge, LA 70803, will also help. 

TEACHER PLACEMENT SERVICE 

The American Classical League maintains.a nation-wide teacher 
placement service. If your school is looking for a teacher of the 
Classics, or if you are seeking a position for yourself, write for 
more information to Robert Wilhelm, Director, ACL Teacher placement 
Service, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, 45056. 

TEACHER AVAILABLE 

Linda Moore, who is currently teaching Latin at Norfolk Collegiate 
School in Norfolk, Virginia, is seeking a position in our region. 
Interested school administrators may contact her at that address in 
Norfolk, virginia 23518, or write to the Editors of the newsletter 
for a copy of her resume. 

TRIP TO GREECE 

Anyone interested in a two week trip to Greece - reasonably priced _ 
arranged by a Greek tourist agency, guided by a knowledgable, exper
ienced native who has guided school groups from Choate and elsewhere, 
write to Dr. Martha Beveridge, Newman School, 1903 Jefferson Avenue, 
New orleans, LA 70115. More details will be given at the spring 
LeA meeting, April 30. 
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SPRING MEETING OF THE LOUISIANA CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION 

Date: Saturday, April 30 
Time: 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 

* Place: Isidore Newman School, New Orleans (See directions below) 

10-10:30 Registration; Coffee and Doughnuts 
10:30-11:00 "Latin for 5th and 6th Graders: The Cambridge Latin 

11: 10-11: 45 
11: 45-12: 00 

12:00-12:20 

program," Jay Lees (Isidore Newman) 
Business Meeting: Election of Officers, etc. 
"Prudy's Perennial Projects and Promotions," Prudence 
Moreland (Istrouma Middle, Baton Rouge) 
"Up the Sandbox: Indoor Archaeology," Kenneth Kitchell 
(LSU, Baton Rouge) 

Lunch: For out-of-towners, information will be available on restaurants 
in the area. 

Teaching materials, posters, books, etc. from the American Classical 
League will be on display at the meeting. If you missed seeL:g these 
in Alexandria last November, here's a second chance! 

* Directions to Isidore Newman School: Follow I-IO, New Orleans Business 
District. If you are coming from the west, keep in the left lanes. 
Do not follow the sign 10 East, Slidell, but continue past the Superdome/ 
Claiborne Avenue exit and Loyola Avenue exit to the st. Charles Avenue 
exit which you take to the right. At the 8th stoplight on st. Charles 
Avenue, turn right on to Jefferson Avenue. The main entrance to Newman 
School is in the third block, on the right. (1903 Jefferson) Inside you 
will find directions to our meeting area or Someone to direct you. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Complete the form below and return it as soon as possible to Dr. Martha 
Beveridge, Isidore Newman School, 1903 Jefferson Avenue, New Orleans, 
LA 70115. 

Yes, I will attend the LCA meeting on Saturday, April 30. 

Name 

Address Phone ------
School/College _________________________________________ __ 

* 
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