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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Salvete, omnes! I hope this year is going well for all of you 
and that the spring onslaught of conventions, meetings, 
performances, banquets, deadlines, et cetera will not bury you. 
This past fall's meeting in conjunction with CAMWS was wonderful, 
and despite the brevity of the LCA luncheon-meeting, much was 
accomplished and many challenges face us. 

As agreed at that meeting, M. J. schexnayder and I drove to 
Nicholls State in November to meet with Dr. Herb Graf on the issue 
of the state textbook adoption committee. The result of our many 
years devoted to reviewing texts and attempting to impact on this 
critical issue is, however, dismal. I confirmed our worst 
suspicions in early February through a phone call to Perry 
Waguespack at the State Department of Education that the only 
publishers who submitted texts for consideration were those of the 
Jenny text, the 20-year-old edition of National Textbook Co., and 
McGraw-HilI's Latin for Americans. Those were the only texts which 
could be considered and were therefore adopted for the next six 
years! Furthermore, it seems that the old list will be purged and 
that only those three texts will be available for public schools 
wishing to order new texts. 

Yuri Weydling, who teaches at Baton Rouge High, has 
graciously consented to begin a new effort for the LCA. It is 
apparent that we must court the publishers for the texts we want 
considered, and Yuri, as a member of the EBR textbook adoption 
committee this spring, has begun establishing contacts. She very 
much needs to hear from those of you who have particular books you 
would like to see on the list in 1996, and she would like to put 
together a group of LCA members from around the state over the next 
few years who would begin now to establish the contacts necessary 
to be truly effective. Please contact Yuri (748 S. Acadian Thry. 
#3, Baton Rouge, La 70806). We have five years to make things work. 
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On to more pleasant topics. The organization voted to 
increase the annual LCA Scholarship award to $500.00 for an 
undergraduate in a Louisiana college or university meeting the 
qualifications. The deadline for applying is May 30, 1991. This 
newsletter includes an application form, which form, when returned, 
should be accompanied by a letter of recommendation by the 
professor sponsoring the applicant. Daniel Erickson (715 College 
Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457, Hm: 318-352-7840) from Louisiana 
School for Math, Science and the Arts has agreed to coordinate this 
year's Scholarship submissions. I encourage all of you on the 
university level to consider your students and, if one meets the 
criteria, to sponsor that student's application. It is the desire 
of this organization to be aware of undergraduates considering the 
field of classics, to encourage them with our support, and 
ultimately to welcome them to our ranks. 

In searching for a constitution, I realized we had never 
reworked the document with corrections, amendments, etc. Bob 
Edgeworth has graciously agreed to do just that and have it ready 
for publication in the fall newsletter. Many thanks to the 
parliamentarian. 

Finally, at the fall meeting we set November 1-2, 1991 for 
this year's annual meeting. We will meet at The Scholars College 
of Northwestern State University in Natchitoches. Jean D'Amato, 
our new vice-president and a member of the faculty, has already 
done a tremendous job of planning for this event. Please see her 
item on the proposed agenda for the fall meeting. Let me encourage 
those of you who have ideas for papers or for the program in 
general to contact me (2016 Cherokee Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
Hm.: 504-383-7130). We hope to have a morning filled with the gems 
of your knowledge and research. Jean is also interested in an 
afternoon session dealing with developing programs and workshops on 
both the high school and college level through grants. As the 
executive committee moves through the planning of this meeting, 
please let us hear from you. 

May each of you have a rewarding spring and an exciting, or at 
least refreshing, summer. It is an honor to work with such a warm 
and giving group. As proof of such, I would like to thank Lea 
Olsan for so graciously continuing Charlayne Allen's work on the 
newsletter. Despite her increased responsibilities at Northeast 
Louisiana University, Lea remains forever willing and eager to 
produce a good instrument of communication and we are deeply 
grateful. I would also like to thank Carlos Fandal for his year of 
guidance as the past president of LCA. It is most comforting to 
lean on the expertise of others. And certainly, we must thank Ken 
Kitchell for the tremendous success of the CAMWS-LCA meeting this 
past November and Moffit Aycock, our own secretary-treasurer, who 
directed the registration for that event. 

Most sincerely, 
Jane Poynter 
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LeA MEETING - NOVEMBER 1-2, 1991 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Baton Rouge Hilton November 3, 1990 

President Carlos Fandal called the meeting to order and recognized Prudence Moreland, who had been 
awarded the ~ OUtstanding Teacher Award for 1989-90. He thanked Jane Poynter for the luncheon arrangements 
at the Hilton Hotel and called for committee reports. 

Merrber-shic: secretary· treasurer Mary Moffitt Aycock reported that the menDership of the LeA for 1990-91 
was 41, including 12 new members. 

Treasurerls Reeort: Moffitt reported that as of June 3D, 1990, LCAls Saving Account at Premier Bank 
contained $572.84. As of November 3, 1990, the checking account at Hibernia Bank had $1191.88. She called 
for members who had not yet done so to pay their pledges for the bilLboard campaign supporting Latin in the 
state. 

Scholarship: The executive comnittee recorrmended that the amount of the LeA Scholarship award be raised 
from $200 to encourage more students to apply. After discussion, Bob Edgeworth moved and Jean o I Amato seconded 
a motion to increase the amount to $500. individuals agreed to fund this amount and the motion carried. 

Newsletter: lea Olsan, the editor of The Louisiana Classicist expressed thanks to Dr. Ramirez and the 
Department of Foreign languages at lSU for its support toward publication and distribution of the newsletter; 
she asked that members send information for the spring issue. Althea Ashe, the new managing-editor, reported 
about 300 issues had been mailed in early October at a cost of $65.00 paid for by the Department at LSU. 

Textbooks: M.J. Schexnayder, chairman of the textboo~ committee, introduced Dr. Herb Graf of Nicholls 
State University, who is currently serving on the Textbook Committee for SESE. According to Dr. Graf, it was 
too late to recommend any new books, as the deadline was September 20; but, he suggested that a proposal coming 
from us as a professional organization might influence the final decisions. Jane Poynter and M.J. Schexnayder 
agreed to meet with Dr. Graf later in the month to work out a proposal. 

CAM~S: Vice-President for CAMWS Moffitt Aycock gave the floor to Ken Kitchell as President of CAMWS 
who announced the April 3-6 meeting in Hamilton, Ontario. He encouraged members to join CAMWS and reminded them 
that the ~rship for students is only $6.00. 

Nominating: Jane Poynter, Vice-president and Chairman of the nominating committee presented the 
comnittee's slate of candidates for office: President-elect Jane Poynter; Vice-president, Jean D'Amato; 
Sec./Treas., Mary Moffitt Aycock. There were no nominations from the floor. The slate was elected unanimously. 

Announcements: Jean DIAmato addressed the members regarding the meeting for 1991, which wilt be held 
in Natchitoches, outlining tentative plans for a double session, reception at her home, accommodations at Bed 
and Breakfast Inns, etc. Her presentation was enthusiastically received by the membership, who voted to hold 
the gathering on November 1 and 2. 

New Business: Carlos Fandal introduced Dr. Hubert Martin from the University of Kentucky, who announced 
the NEH Summer Seminars for School Teachers at Kentucky on Plutarch. 

Carlos Fandal presented a silver tray to Char layne Allan in absentia. A token of the LCA's affection 
and thanks, the tray is inscribed: "Charlayne Allan - Dux Femina Facti - Louisiana Classical Associsti";:i -1981-
1990. 11 It was to be hand delivered by Bob Edgeworth in San Francisco in a week. 

Jean D'Amato announced that she is sponsoring a Travel·Study Tour to Italy from July 22 to 
August 8 at a proposed cost of $1500. 

Connie Rodriguez of Loyola University announced that she is interested in holding sLlilI1er school sessions 
for Latin teachers and is making plans for courses on Cicero and Vergil. 

There being no further business, the president adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary M. Aycock, Sec.fTreas. 
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LCA MEETING - November ~-2, 1991 

The annual meeting of the Louisiana Classical Association will 
be held on the canous of Northwestern State Uni versi tv. The 
Louisiana Scholars' College at Northwestern will host the ~eeting. 
The Friday evening activities will begin with a welcoming reception 
from 4:00-6:30 at Russell Hall. A 7:00 presentation of one act of 
a classical tragedy or comedy will be held at the University's Loft 
Theatre. No selection of the work to be produced has been made and 
suggestions are welcome. Following the dramatic performance, a 
dinner will be held at the home of Jean D' Amato. As usual, 
following the early business meeting, the Saturday morning will be 
devoted to individual presentations (abstracts of possible papers 
are solicited). Following lunch the afternoon session will include 
a workshop on various aspects of programming and fund-raising for 
Classics. The lunch will be held at the Alumni House and will be 
prepared by a local caterer who specializes in the characteristic 
cuisine of Natchitoches. Accommodations available in Natchitoches 
include a variety of Bed and Breakfast houses, at a rate of about 
$50/double occupancy and $40/single occupancy. The breakfasts are 
copious and a Natchitoches tradition. The Friday night reception 
and dinner is being offered by the Scholars' College faculty; 
Saturday lunch will cost $20.00. Precise figures and a 
registration form will be published in the fall newsletter. 

Any communication about possible theatrical representations should 
be sent to: Jean D'Amato, 332 Henry Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457, 
Tel.: 318-357-1429. . 

****************************************************************** 

VINCENT DRAGO NAMED NEH/READER'S DIGEST TEACHER SCHOLAR ~99~-92 

Congratulations to Vincent Drago of st. Martin's Episcopal 
School in Metairie, who has been selected by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities as one of 49 NEH/Reader's Digest teacher
scholars to receive a stipend of up to $27,500 for a year of 
independent study. Vince will spend 14 months in Rome studying in 
the Aestiva Romae Latinitas program and at the Gregorian 
University. He will be reading intensively works selected form the 
Latin authors he teaches, including Vergil, Ovid, Martial, 
Catullus, Pliny the Younger, Petroni us , Phaedrus, Cicero, and 
Seneca the Younger. Reginald Foster, Latinist for the Vatican, 
will serve as his academic mentor. In addition, st. Martin's will 
receive $500 to acquire books for its library. 

(Editor's Note: NEH (tele. 202-786-0449) is currently accepting 
applications for the next cycle of Teacher-Scholar Awards. 
Deadline for application is May 1, 1991, for projects to 
begin in September 1992.) 

******************************************************************* 
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CLASSICS IN THE COMPARATIVE LITERATURE PROGRAM AT LSU 
by Robert Edgeworth 

It I S a well kept secret, but it is possible to study the 
Classics at the graduate level at Louisiana state University. 

students who enroll for the MA in comparative Literature (36 
semester hours of graduate credit; thesis and non-thesis and 
options available) or the PhD in Comparative Literature (48 
semester'hours) select their courses from among any three of the 
following eight languages/literatures: English, French, German, 
Greek (classical), Italian, Latin, Russian, and Spanish. Thus, for 
example, one could designate Latin as the primary area of study, 
with Greek and English as the secondary and tertiary areas. One is 
required to take four graduate courses in comparative literature 
itself: one in Hethodology, one in History and Theory of Literary 
Criticism, and two from a rotating series of offerings. The 
remaining courses would be Latin courses at the 4000 level (these 
are offered every semester) as well as Latin 7003 and Greek 7003, 
two new seminars which may be taken up to five times each, with 
different content each time. And if an English seminar in your 
favorite subject (anyone for the Metaphysical poets?) comes along, 
it too can be applied to your degree. 

Graduate Teaching Assistantships are available to suitably 
qualified applicants. These require the teaching of one 
undergraduate course per semester and pay $7,530 per year (for M.A. 
candidates) or $8,030 per year (for Ph.D. candidates). 

Further information is available from: Professor Robert J. 
Edgeworth, Acting Director, Graduate Program in Comparative 
Literature, Louisiana state University, Baton Rouge LA 70803-6306. 
(Note: Bob is a classicist, and is the former Secretary-Treasurer 
of the LCA.) 

***************************************************************** 

AROUND THE STATE 

JUNIOR CLASSICAL LEA~UE 

The Louisiana Junior Classical League met at the Hilton in 
Baton Rouge on March 7 through 9. Fifteen schools and about 300 
students participated. Approximately 300 Latin students and 
sponsors from 17 schools across Louisiana attended. The convention 
included 11 academic tests, 21 graphic arts contests, numerous 
creative arts (oratory and costumes, drama), olympics (with chariot 
races), students elections, workshops, and Certamen (Latin quiz 
bowl). Other convention highlights included a toga-chariot parade, 
Roman ban~et, talent show, and dance. Special guest was Merisa 
Aranas, National JCL President, from Louisiana. 
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1991 MIDDLE SCHOOL LATIN FESTIVAL 

The second annual Middle School Latin Festival was hosted 
by Espiscopa1 High School in Baton Rouge on February 23, 1991-
Moffit Aycock, who developed the festival last year, was assisted 
by her two "classic" companion instructors, Karl Frerichs and Jane 
Poynter, in running the event. Schools in attendance were Isidore 
Newman of New Orleans (Martha Beveridge and Bea Johnson), Sherwood 
Middle of Baton Rouge (Marj Olson), and Episcopal High's Upper 
Middle School. The Festival featured competition among the gens in 
Ceri;.amen, Arts and crafts, Costumes and Foods. The afternoon 
session consisted of a traditional Olympic event, highlighted by 
the "chariot" race - one wheelbarrow per gens. The day ended with 
awards and a Roman banquet. And how proud those early Caesars 
would be! The Gens Julii took the Sweepstakes award. 

LOUISIANA SCHOLARS' COLLEGE: SUMMER SESSION IN ROME 

The Louisiana Scholars' College at Northwestern State University is 
offering an intensive summer session in Rome from July 22-August 8. 
The session will be devoted to an examination of Rome as the Urbs 
Aeterna with particular focus on ancient Rome. Three credits will 
be offered for students pursuing the course for credit hours; but 
the program is open to non-credit students and the general public. 
The estimated cost of the program, which would include 
transportation, lodging, and meals is $1500.00. This figure may 
vary slightly with fluctuations of the exchange rate. For further 
information, contact: Jean D'Amato 332 Henry Ave. Natchitoches, 
LA 71457 Telephone: 318-357-1429. 

* * * * * * * * 
Dr. Connie Rodriguez will be on leave from Loyola in New 

Orleans for the academic year 1991-92 to teach in Rome at Loyola 
Chicago's Rome Center for Liberal Arts. 

Latin words to familiar Christmas carols are available upon 
request. Send stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Dr. Robert 
Edgeworth, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, 
Louisiana state University, Baton Rouge LA 70803-306. 

MISSISSIPPIANA 

Mark Edward Clark reports that the Mississippi Junior 
Classical League Convention will be held April 6 at Millsaps 
College in Jackson. The Foreign Language Fair will be held at 
Jackson state University on April 4. 

Dr. Robert Wolverton, Sr., of Mississippi state University 
received the Alumni Association Upper Level Teaching Award in 
recognition of excellence in his undergraduate courses Latin and 
Greek. Dr. Wolverton, formerly vice-president of Academic Affairs 
at Mississippi State, returned to the classroom full-time in 1986. 
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LOUISIANA: LATIN IN THE SCHOOLS 
A TEN-YEAR RETROSPECTIVE -
by Mary Moffitt Aycock* 

state Board of Education statistics show that in the school 
year 1989-90, 59 teachers in 61 public, private, and parochial 
schools taught Latin to almost 2,400 students. These figures are 
miraculous considering that ten years earlier (1980) the State 
Board reported 612 students enrolled. In one decade Louisiana 
schools have nearly quadrupled the number of children taking Latin! 

We owe this surge in enrollment to many factors, of course-
but not the least is the active support of the Classical 
Association of the Middle West and South, and the Louisiana 
Classical Association. In 1981, with seed money from the committee 
for the Promotion of Latin, the LCA was founded under the direction 
of the then Vice-president for Louisiana, Ken Kitchell. The seed 
money funded our first two meetings and helped defray costs of the 
newsletter, The Louisiana Classicist. At that time (and I quote 
from Vol. 1, No. 1 of the newsletter) "Not one Louisiana student 
has received a CAMWS college a"ard." 

In 1984, Elliotte M. Harold, III of Jesuit High School in New 
Orleans, the first Louisiana student in the memory of the editors 
of The Louisiana Classicist, DID win a CAMWS award, and he was 
followed in 1985 by Alan Walter, a student from the Louisiana 
School for Math, Science and the Arts. In 1986, FIVE of the 
fifteen College Awards went to Louisiana students--all students of 
Stephen Pearce of Jesuit High School in New Orleans, who himself 
had won the 1985 CAMWS Award for outstanding Secondary School 
Teacher. 

In 1987, SIX of the fourteen, and in 1988, FOUR of the 
thirteen CAMWS Awards were presented to Pearce I s students. In 
1989, the awards went to three more Jesuit students and one student 
from the Louisiana School. 

In 1990, Louisiana garnered two,more College Awards, AND the 
outstanding Teacher Award went to a Louisiana teacher once again: 
Prudence Moreland of Chapel/Trafton Academy in Baton Rouge. In 
seven years, from 1984 to 1990, twenty-four students in Louisiana 
Latin classes won CAMWS awards, and two' Louisiana teachers were 
honored for their outstanding performance in the classroom. 

But the accolades bestowed on Louisiana students do not end 
with the College Awards. In 1985, Kyle Duncan of McKinley Middle 
Magnet in Baton Rouge was one of 74 students out of 53,000 who made 
a perfect score on the National Latin Exam. Also in 1985, Rance 
Croft of McKinley High School took top honors at the JCL 
Convention, winning 130 points. That year the Louisiana delegation 

*This piece is part of a paper delivered at LCA meeting in 
Baton Rouge, November 3, 1990. 
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at the JCL Convention placed first in graphic arts and fourth in 
overall academic competition. 

In 1986, Kyle made another perfect score on the NLE 
Level II Exam, and Rance made a perfect score on the Level III 
Exam. Two Jesuit students that year were awarded NLE Scholarships 
of $1000, and Rebecca Runnels of Episcopal High School in Baton 
Rouge won the Bean Classical Scholarship from the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worchester, Massachusetts. -- . 

In 1989, Jonathan Glass of the Louisiana School scored a five 
on the Catullus-Horace Advanced Placement Exam, and there were two 
gold medalists in the NLE Level I Exam. 

Latin teachers in Louisiana have been just as busy as their 
students. In 1984, Al thea Ashe was awarded an Arthur Patch 
McKinley Scholarship by the American Classical League. In 1986, 
Mary Moffitt Aycock won a CAMWS scholarship to study at the 
American Academy in Rome, and Michael Nill (the current Vice
president of CA.~qS Southern section) was a Fellow for the 
Independent Study in HU1!lanities--a council for Basic Education 
program funded by the NEH. In 1987, Lora Kehoe was selected as a 
Fullbright Fellow to study in Athens, and Jane Poynter was a Fellow 
in Rome. In 1988, a Louisiana teacher studied at Harvard under the 
auspices of the ~~, and in 1989, another studied at the University 
of Virginia on an NEH grant. Also in 1989, Vince Drago of St. 
Martin's Episcopal School in New Orleans was selected by the 
Rockefeller Foundation to spend eight weeks in Rome at the Aestiva 
Romae Latinitas program. This year, in 1990, M. J. Schexnayder of 
Slidell was awarded a National Fellowship for Independent Study in 
Humanities, and Karl Frerichs and Bee Johnson received a two-year 
grant to read Greek at Tufts University. As you can see, Louisiana 
teachers have won CAMWS Awards, NEH grants, ACL Scholarships, and 
Rockefeller and Fullbright Fellowships. 

Currently fifty billboards donated by the Lamar Outdoor 
Advertising Company are spread throughout the parishes of Louisiana 
advertising the benefits of Latin, and the Mayor of Baton Rouge and 
the governor of L~uisiana have proclaimed Latin's importance and 
value. 

six hundred twelve' students in 1980--2400 in 1990. We may 
conjugate and decline with a Cajun accent down here on the bayous, 
but make no mistake about it, Latin is alive and well in Louisiana. 

***************************************************************** 

LCA Scholarship Donors 

Scott Goins, Carlos Fandal, M. J. Schexnayder, Robert Edgeworth, 
Lea Olsan, Jane Poynter, Jean D'Amato, and Moffit Aycock. The 
combined total of the donation from this group is $445.00. To 
contribute to the LCA Scholarship, send your check to the 
Sec.jTreas. M. M. Aycock, 7950 Jefferson #119, Baton Rouge, LA 
70809. To join LCA or renew your membership, send $5.00 regular or 
$10.00 supporting membership. 
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