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. Message from the President 

Dear Colleagues in the Louisiana Classical 
Association: 

I hope thatthe start of your academic year 
has been smooth; With the loss of both my 
grandfathers in September, I cannot say that my 
beginninghas been easy. I was especially Sorry 
about missing our annual fall meeting, the first rve 
not attended in at least five years .. I regret not 

f being. able to visit and catch up with everyone. 
'. . .' Twas excited to hear that the panel on 

teaching Roman life . was a·success.Easing. the job 
of teachers isafocus that Iwo\lld like to see the 
LCA continue inits annual meeting. With this in 
mind, 1 Welcome your suggestions forat()picor 
topics for next year's panel. Personally, I wollld 
enjoy hearing someone speak on teaching advanced 
placement courses, or on yearly Latin Oub 
activities; or on preparing and leading a travel 
study program in' !talyor Greece .. Please feel 

. free to contact me or any member of the executive 

OTA BENE 

comlnitteewith your comments and . suggestions 
OIL t()picS whlchwollldbe helpflll to your 
curriculum. Since this newsletter. will be reaching 
you midwaYfuI'oughtheyear,lwollld like to 
encollrageteaehers to be thinking about the 
studen.t'<.'projectcompetitionatnext . year's 
meeting. This yeartherewere no entries, and the 
money andpl'iiesforstudentsand teachers 
alike went unclaimed. Eheul 

Our executivecomlnitteewill be meeting 
in late January to discuss preliminary plahsfor 
nexfSeptember's meeting. As you. can .see, this 
planning session is rightaroun.dthe comer sord 
appreciate f hearing your sl1e;gestions hefore that. 
lam looking forward to. a prosperous and 
enjoyable year of helping to organiie another 
successflllmeeting. 

Valete! 

NathalieR.Roy 
President, LCA 
Pharos69@aol.com 

January, last weekend: LCA Executive Bd. meeting to plan the 1998 meeting. 

February, last weekend: LCA Program Committee to determine the central event 
for 1998 meeting. 

April 1st: Deadline for submission of newsletter articles. April newsletter to 
include scholarship application, details of 1998 meeting, and 1st call for papers. 

July: Final call on scholarship applications and papers for 1998 meeting. 

August, first week: Registration packet for 1998 meeting and scholarship 
applications due to SCholarship committee. 

September, last weekend: 1998 LCA Meeting 

Editors's Note: The editor would like to thank Lea Olsan and Carlos Fandal for their help in the composition 
of this newsletter. Thanks are also due to Angeline Lourdswamy of NLU's Journalism program. 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Classical Association 
Saturday, September 27, 1997 

At 9:00 a.m. Connie Rodriguez, President of the LCA, called the meeting to order. It was moved by ( 
Lea Olsan and seconded by Jane Poynter that the reading of the minutes of the 1996 meeting, which had been 
published in the spring 1997 newsletter, be waived and that the minutes as published be approved. A vote 
was taken and the motion passed. 

As the next item of business, several announcements were made to the membership. First, Connie 
announced that Dr. Mark Morford, author of a text on classical mythology, would give a public lecture on the 
Odyssey at Northeast Louisiana University on November 10, 1997. The title of the lecture is Wary Women and 
Weak-kneed Men. Ken Kitchell announced that he has made contact with the theater group, Aquila, and that 
there might be the possibility of bringing them to Louisiana again next year, if he can line up sponsors. Scott 
Goins reminded everyone that grants from the Committee for the Promotion of Latin are available for small 
projects and that applications from CAMWS can be obtained from him. 

Next, the Secretary-Treasurer gave the Treasurer's Report. She reported that, as of September, 25, 
1997, the treasury had $1994.19 before the expenses of the meeting and the latest dues checks had been 
counted. 

Jane Poynter, newsletter editor, announced November 25-26th as the deadline for news, articles and 
stories for the fall issue of the newsletter. 

The membership then took up new business of the LCA. Jane Poynter announced that the current 
academic year would be the last year she would be newsletter editor, since she felt it was time for the 
editorship to pass to another person and/or institution. She asked that some other member of the LCA 
consider taking over the editorship. 

Connie Rodriguez thanked Ken Kitchell for his hard work in arranging for the display of Latin and 
Greek material at the meeting. She then asked him, as chairman of the Nominating Committee, to inform the 
membership of nominations for the election of the new Vice President. Ken announced that Manfred 
Schexnayder was the only candidate for Vice President and that Patricia A. Giangrosso was the only 
candidate for Secretary-Treasurer. There being no nominations from the floor, the membership voted to 
accept--.thc an...i.ourL~ed candidates as nev/ officers fo.~ the_1997-98 acacie!!1ic yea.r. BeCa1.1Se the nE1~"! President; 
Nathalie Roy, was absent from the meeting due to a death in her family, Connie Rodriguez continued to 
preside over the business meeting. 

The next item of business to be taken up was the time and location of the next LCA meeting. It was 
announced that the last weekend in September, 1998, was the 25th and 26th, which would be the dates of the 
Fall, 1998 meeting. Before a vote could be taken, Ken Kitchell moved that the issue be tabled because of 
Nathalie's absence. The membership concurred. 

The recommendation was made that a Program Committee, which had functioned as an ad hoc 
committee for the 1997 meeting, be officially instituted for the coming year. It was further recommended that 
the members of this committee be the Vice President, the host of the next meeting, who would function as 
chairman, and a third person. The recommendation was moved and seconded. A discussion followed. At 
the conclusion of the discussion, a vote was taken and the motion passed. Then, a call for volunteers for the 
third member of the Program committee was made. Tom Egan of Ben Franklin High School in New Orleans 
volunteered and was duly elected the third member of the committee. 

The Scholarship Committee was discussed but no appointments were made. At approximately 9:35 
a.m. Connie Rodriguez adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Giangrosso, Secretary-Treasurer 

Eight Days in July by Manfred Schexnayder 

I went to the University of Kentucky from July 23-31, 1997 
to attend the Conventiculurn Latinurn, an eight day 
workshop in colloquial Latin conducted by Dr. Terence 
Tunberg. Each day a t mid-morning we met, read, 
paraphrased, discussed, asked and answered questions in 
Latin about a Latin text. The texts ranged from the first 
century to the sixteenth, from Ovid to Thomas More. 
After a lunch break we re-assembled for an a 11 afternoon 
work-out. Each of these sessions was designed to develop 
our Latin for ordinary circumstances. We discussed 

the weather, geography, travel, food, clothes, work, etc. 
By the end of the eighth day we could talk with one 
another in Latin. The pauses in which we thought of 
noun and verb endings and circumlocutions became 
noticeably shorter. Even remembering what kind of 
subjunctive to be used in a purpose or result clause became 
less laborious. The final session of each day held its own! 
surprise. We were given a picture or illustration from a " 
text for discussion. 

If you are interested, contact Dr. Terence Tunberb, 
1084 Moylan Lane, Lexington, Ky 40514, (606)223-9887. 
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Togatus by Wade Heaton 

The presentation of my Toga research for 
the Latin Club and the English and History 
Departments at SLU on October 14th was well
received. In November I will give presentations on 
Vergil's Aeneid, Books 1-4, and Shakespeare's 
Julius Caesar. In the spring I will be presenting the 
Toga paper at LSU, NLU and the LJCL 
Convention. The presentation at the LCA meeting 
has obviously been the start of something big for 
this interest of mine, Romanus togatus. Latin 
teachers interested in having me visit their schools 
can contact me via e-mail at <wheaton@selu.edu> 
or by calling the SLU English Department, at (504) 
549-2100. My mailing address is : Wade Heaton, 
SLU English Department, SLU Box 861, 
Hammond, LA, 71402. 

Lucia's Note 

Dear Colleagues: 
I enjoyed our annual LCA meeting, and I was 

glad to see tha t everything went well, including a 
large turnout. The book display was a big plus, and I 
thank everyone who helped me with it. 

The SLU Latin Club continues to playa big 
role in retaining our students' interest in classical 
studies. Wade Heaton has become one of the "most 
wanted" orators in our community! Please let me know 
if any of you would like to participate in one of our 
informal meetings here at SLU. 

SLU offers a five-week summer program in 
Italy, tentatively set for May 23 to June 26,1998. The 
program is set in the romantic city of Romeo and 
Juliette, Verona, which is the second biggest city in 
Italy for Roman art. The last week of the program 
will be;in Florence and Rome wi th a visit to Pompeii 
and Paesturn. We are offering Italian and Latin (a t 
all levels), drawing, and composition. For more 
information, please call me at (504)549-2266 or e-mail 
me at Iharrison@selu.edu. 

Classics in the Lake Charles Area 

Latin continues to be taught at thrtt l-tigh schools in the Lake Charles area: . Ba!Ce High School, St. 
Louis High School, and Sulphur High SchooL The Latin Club at Sulphur has been active under the leadership 
of its teacher, Lora Perkins. Lora began the Latin program at Sulphur just a few years ago and now she is 
teaching five courses. At St. Louis High School several of the students in their Latin Club are organizing a 
colloquium. 

Latin enrollment is up at McNeese State University. For the first time McNeese has been able to offer 
one advanced Latin course each semester. McNeese also intends to offer beginning Greek in the summer, 
which will be a first for the university. 

Morford's Visit To Monroe A Huge Success 

Dr. Mark Morford visited the Northeast Louisiana University campus November 10-11, 1997 and 
received rave reviews from students, faculty and the community at large. Dr. Morford delivered his lecture 
based upon books 19 and 23 of Fagle's translation of the Odyssey Monday evening, November 10, to a 
crowd of over 200 high school and college students, teachers and faculty from the area, and members of the 
local community. The lecture was followed by a reception at which Dr. Morford was able to visit with 
students, peers and friends. The entire event was a wonderful experience for all as Dr. Morford's gentle wit 
and charm coupled with his tremendous appreciation for presenting Classical texts in a relevant fashion 
made the subject accessible for alL 

Dr. Morford followed this event with a presentation to the NLU Honors Colloquium Tuesday 
evening. This time he presented his Website of Vergil's Underworld to the students and faculty in 
attendance. He made the point to the students that their colloquium theme, Problems and Possibilities, 
clearly was the underlying idea behind this sort of technical approach to teaching classical texts. He spoke 
informally with the 
students, and at one pOint, expressed an interest in receiving a copy of a song which one of the students had 
composed concerning a related Dante theme. Again, the wit and charm of the man, coupled with his intense 
interest in and concern for students, made the event a wonderful moment for all. 
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Varied Program Offered at the Annual Fall Meeting, 1997 /Jy Patricia Giangrosso 

The program at the 
1hirteenth Annual Fall 
Meeting of the LCA was 
particularly informative and 
interesting with a wide variety 
of presenters and papers. For 
those who were unable to 
attend the meeting, the 
following account will give an 
idea of what went on and, we 
hope, entice you to attend 
next year's meeting. 

The first moming 
session began with a student 
of the Humanities and Social 
Thought program from the 
Louisiana Scholars College in 
Natchitoches. Kristin A. 
Harkins presented a 
thoughtful paper on Literacy in 
Ancient Rome, showing how 
the Romans' concept of 
literacy was not static, but 
cl\anged throughout their 
history. Dr. Jean D'Amato, a 
professor at the Scholars 
College, followed with a 
presentation on her work for 
the Classica Americana 
project. Jean's research on the 
history of the U.s. Supreme 
Court building has been 
incorporated into the project's 
first site on the World Wide 
Web. With the able assistance 
of her student, Emily Love 
Tweed, a science student at 
the college and member of the 
NASA funded Jove Program 
for future scientists, Jean 
demonstrated the fruits of her 
labor now available on the 
WWW at 
http://www.alpha.nsula.edul 
damato/intro.htm. 

Dr. Martha Beveridge, 
La tin teacher a t Isidore 
Newman School in New 
Orleans, and her colleague, 
Dr. James Brown, who teaches 

Spanish, presented Roman 
Spain: An Overview. Using 
slides taken by Dr. Brown 
and his own mentor, Dr. 
Smithers of Tulane, now 
retired, Martha and James 
took us for a visit around the 
Spain of the Romans. While 
Martha presented the history 
of various Roman cities, James 
illuminated her text with 
lovely views of the actual 
sites. 

The first session ended 
with Dr. Tom Egan's lixely 
presentation on the influence 
of Vergil on American life and 
thought. With his 
presentation, Tom, who 
teaches both Latin and Social 
Studies at Ben Franklin High 
School in New Orleans, 
reminded his audience of how 
knowledge from one discipline 
can enrich instruction in 
another. 

Manfred J. 
Schexnayder of Slidell High 
School, our newly elected Vice 
President, began the second 
moming session with an 
account of his unique 
experience a t the 
Conventiculum Latinum, a 
week-long conversational 
Latin seminar held in 
Lexington, Kentucky under 
the aegis of Dr. Terence 
Tunberg. For more 
information about future 
conventicula, visit the 
Kentucky Classics website 
http://www.uky.edulArtsSci 
ences/Classics/aestivumeng. 
html. (For the same 
information in Latin, the 
Website address is as above 
except it ends with 
/ aestivumlat.html.) 

In Swan Song for the 

Latin Classroom, Dr. Ken 
Kitchell of LSU-BR. 
entertained and educated his 
audience to the nuances of the 
Song of the Roasted Swan, 
made famous by Carl Orff's 
Carmina Burana, 
demonstrating that there is 
more to a burnt bird than 
meets the eye. 

Daniel P. Carpenter, a 
Latin instructor also from 
LSU-BR, informed his 
audience about a new way of 
using an older teaching 
method in his paper, Latin 
Paedagogy: A Rationale and a 
Method. Another Tigertown 
instructor, Joachim Vogeler of 
Bonn, Germany, made us view 
the LSU landscape with new 
eyes, as he pointed out the 
similarities between the 
university campus and a 
Roman army camp in The 
Roman Army at LSU. It was a 
reminder that "the more things 
change, the more they stay the 
same," 

The afternoon session 
brought a program especially 
for "Frazzled Teachers," as 
each presenter demonstrated 
ideas for teaching units and 
provided handouts for their 
colleagues. 

A last-minute, but 
highly enjoyable, addition was 
Wade Wheaton's "Toga: non 
vestis sed imago." Wade, who 
teaches English at 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University, has made his 
topic. Wearing a senatorial 
toga made as authentically as 
possible, Wade instructed his 
audience not only in the 
history of the toga, but in its 
significance to Roman citizens. 
Sidebars on how togas were 
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Paid Membership List, 1997-98 Academic Year 
1. RayKuhn,SC 7. Nathalie R. Roy 
2. Dr. Elliot T. Egan 8. Michael Giambelluca 
3. Sharon Burkett 9. Vincent Drago 
4. Jane D. Poynter 10. Scott Goins 
5. Kent G. Hare 11. Althea Ashe 
6. Manfred Schexnayder 12. Martha Beveridge 

SchoiarshipFundDonors 

The folloWinglnembershavernadegene~ous.· 
donationsto.thescholarshipfun.d for the . current 
acadelllicyear 
l, Pro Ray Kuhrt,SC 
2. Dr.EllidtT.F;gan 
3. Sharon Burkett . 
4. JaneI) .. Poytlter 
5;Kenf G;Rare 
6.'·ManfredJ,Schexnayder 
7. Nathalie R. Roy, ' 

• 8. MkhiielGiatnhelluca 
·9.VincelltDrago 
10; Scott Goins 

13. Carlos Fanda! 
14. Warren F. Caire 
15. Amy W. Gentile 
16. Patricia A. Giangrosso 
17. Jochaim C. H. Vogeler 
18. Daniel P. Carpenter 
19. Wade Heaton 
20. Ron Harris 
21. Lucia G. Harrison 
22. Barbara Craig 
23. Lea Olsan 
24. Emily Batinski 
25. Bernard Suhor 
26. Stephen Clark 
27. Richard Warga 
28. Lorrie Cousins 
29. Robert Edgeworth 
30. Kathleen Edgeworth 
31. Jean D' Amato-Thomas 
32. Connie Rodriguez 
33. Ken Kitchell 
34. Jason Juneau 
35. Teresa McKeithen 

11. Althea Ashe If your name is not on this list, fill in the 
membership form on the back page and mail in. 

C,?ntinued from page 4 

Varied Program Offered at the Annual Fall Meeting, 1997 
cleaned and the difficulties 
inherent in wearing them were 
riChly entertaining for the 
audience. Felllinae! Who will 
develop an equal-opportunity 
presentation on the stoia? 

Traveling to Pompeii was 
the mini-unit developed by 
Nathalie Roy, our new President, 
who unfortunately was unable to 
attend the meeting due to a 
death in the family. In her stead, 
Ken KitChell read her 
presentation, a well-organized 
unit on teaChing students about 
Pompeii by having them create 
travel broChures. Although 
developed for Nathalie's 6th
grade class at Baton Rouge's 
Episcopal SChool, the concept is 
easily adaptable for older 
students. 

Jane Poynter of 
Northeast Louisiana University, 

well-known for her forays into 
the ancient Roman kitChen, 
presented Roman Cuisine and 
Bangueting Ideas. Using slides 
and a beautifully-made 
handout containing several 
recipes, Jane gave her audience 
all the material they need to 
organize and host a successful 
Roman banquet. Maybe next 
time we can persuade her to 
cook a banquet for us - the 
proof of the pudding and all 
that! 

Last, but not the least, 
on the afternoon program was 
Dr. Connie Rodriguez, who 
showed LCA members a series 
of slides of Roman sites whiCh 
could be used to illustrate 
lessons and lectures on Roman 
religion. Connie, whose 
classical expertise 
encompasses arCheology, took 

the slides from her own vast 
personal collection. She 
offered a set of duplicates at 
cost to any LCA member. 
She may be reaChed at (504)-
891-8422 or e-mail at 
rodriguez@beta. loyno.edu. 

The meeting this year 
marked the return of the 
displays of books and fun 
stuff for sale. Judging by the 
amount members spent, the 
displays were a huge success. 
All those attending felt that 
the meeting waS a success. 
Special thanks are due to Dr. 
Lucia Harrison of SLU, who 
made the arrangements for 
the meeting with assistance 
from Nathalie Roy and Ken 
KitChell, and to Connie 
Rodriguez, who put together 
the wonderful program. 
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JointheLCA 
Through its newsletter, The Louisiana 
Classicist, and its annual meetings, the 
Louisiana Classical Association keeps you in 
touch with colleagues and provides a forum 
for dialogue. It fosters the study of Classics 
by awarding a $500 scholarship to a future 
teacher. The LCA can make your job easier 
and more fun. The fall exchange of scholarly 
a.'1.d pedagogical material is as refreshing as it 
is beneficial. 

• LCA dues - $10 
• Scholarship Donations 

Total enclosed $, ______ _ 

Send your cheque made out to the Louisiana Classical Association and this form to : Patricia 
Giangrosso; Secretary-Treasurer; 856 Lemoyne Street; New Orleans, LA 70124-2728. If you need to 
contact Patricia, you may reach her at the following numbers or bye-mail: (504) 488-4036; (504) 568-
2578 (w); or pgiang@nomvs.lsumc.edu 

Name: __________________ ~,~, ______________ _ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ _ 

School/College: ________________________________________________________ _ 

Home Phone: _________ W'ork Phone: ___________ -...E-mail: ___________ _ 
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