
The Louisiana C91assical Association 

January 1989 
, "." .. 

Dear LCA Members, 

This extra newsletter, which our editor has graciously 
consented to put out, allows us to get an early start in 1989. 

LCA Scholarship. Since the we voted at the November meeting to 
establish an LCA Scholarship for a College or University student, 
I will be appointing the Head of the scholarship Fund. If you 
are interested in serving, please let me, or someone on the 
executive committee, know. The position involves soliciting 
contributions for the Scholarship Fund, circulating and receiving 
applications, and serving as a member of the Scholarship 
Committee to select an appropriate recipient. For the sake of 
continuity, at least until the Scholarship is well established, 
the Head of the Scholarship Fund will continue to serve beyond 
the annual change in LCA officers. 

Even though we do not have someone to Head the Scholarship Fund 
yet, we can still proceed with plans to offer the scholarship at 
the beginning of the the Fall Semester 1989. Enclosed is the 
application form. College and University teachers are asked to 
have the forms completed and returned to me, with a letter of 
recommendation and a short statement of interest and intent from 
the student, by May 30. This date will allow inclusion of the 
student's grades for the spring semester. 

Furthermore, to insure the success of the Scholarship, I urge you 
to send (and solicit) contributions to the LCA Scholarship Fund, 
which should be sent to the Treasurer, Jane Poynter, 2016 
Cherokee Avenue, Baton Rouge, La 70806. 

North Louisiana Latin Project. A summary of Professor Fandal's 
proposal for establishing Latin in the junior high and high 
schools in the northern part of the state, which he delivered at 
the November 1988 meeting, is included for your information, as 
a matter for your evaluation. Should the organization, as a 
whole, indorse the project? What suggestions or changes in the 
present form of the project would you offer? What sources of 
funding are best approached? 

State Required Textbooks. As you know, the time for the state's 
review of its list of required textbooks for Latin (there are 
currently none for Greek) is approaching. Mr. Shexnayder has 
reviewed the textbooks currently required by the State of 
Louisiana for use in Latin Classes in the public schools and 
others available, but not on the state's list. If the LCA could 
compile a list of "official" recommendations, it would, no doubt, 
influence the state's selection. Please send notice of any books 
that you think should be considered to the Editor of the 
Newsletter for publication in the spring issue. 
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I am happy to say the Director's Office of Foreign Languages of 
the Louisiana State Department of Education has recently agreed 
to contact the LCA for names of prospective nominees to the 
textbook selection committee when it is composed; however, it 
would still be useful for individuals to contact their respective 
representatives on the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to offer to serve as a member, as well as let me know 
if you are interested in being on the committee. 

Finally, I would like to thank Elizabeth Hall for serving as 
president in 1988 and to acknowledge, on behalf of the whole 
organization, the contributions of those of you who have worked 
to make the November meetings, The Louisiana Classicist, the 
essay contest, and our other undertakings, such as establishing 
the requirements for accreditation in Latin, successful. 

Best wishes for 1989, 

Lea Olsan 
President, LeA 

Editor's Note: The scholarship proposal passed at the November 
1988 meeting of the LeA specified the following: a $100 
scholarship will be awarded to an undergraduate st~dent in a 
Louisiana college or university who is a declared L~t1n ~r Gre7k 
major or minor or a student with a heavy concentrat1on 1n.Lat1n 
or Greek, studying at the advanced level. prefe:ence ~1ll.be 
given to students who meet one or more of the follow1ng cr1ter1a: 
(1) intend to teach a classical language at the secondary level; 
(2) have studied a classical language for ~t lea~t four 
consecutive years; (3) have at least a B average 1n class1cs. 
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NORTH LOUISIANA'TIN PROJECT 

(The following is a summary of .~he presentation made by Carlos 
Fandal at the fall meeting of LCA-in Baton Rouge. The proposers 
of this project hope that the membership can support it and also 
offer suggestions for making it more effective. Responses and 
suggestions should be sent to: Prof. Carlos Fandal, Department 
of Foreign Languages, Northeast Louisiana university, 700 
University Avenue, Monroe, LA 71209.) 

The 1987-88 edition of the Louisiana School Directory 
indicates that there are at least 141 public and private junior 
and senior high schools in 22 north Louisiana parishes. However, 
Mr. Perry Waguespack, Acting Director of Foreign Languages for 
the Louisiana State Department of Education, can cite only eleven 
schools with any kind of Latin pro~ram. All programs are located 
in the Bossier-Shreveport and Monroe-West Monroe areas. Latin 
courses are available in none of tHe rural parishes. 

We are convinced that the certification in Latin of 
currently employed teachers in other disciplines is the quickest 
and surest way to achieve the implantation of Latin in the 
schools in North Louisiana. Such a method has been used by those 
seeking to implant modern foreign language instruction in the 
Louisiana public school system. Teachers who are already in 
place in the school systems can begin programs from the ground 
up. Furthermore, a program that does not necessitate new hiring 
seems best in a region where fundir.g for education has 
historically been low and where systems are currently under the 
stress of new reductions in state appropriations for education. 

In addition, since many of the participants will necessarily 
be teachers in areas such as English, foreign languages, and 
social studies, students other than those enrolled in Latin 
courses will benefit from contact with the teachers participating 
in the program. Studies in the relation of English to Latin, in 
Roman history and culture (including ancient concepts of family, 
society, war), and in politics will enhance many courses besides 
Latin. 

In order to build a pool of potential participants, w~ p~an 
to contact area superintendents of education, as well as Junlor 
and senior high school principals for nominations of currently 
employed teachers of subjects other than Latin for participation 
in the Program. These nominees will be requested to submit 
documents, co-signed by themselves and their local school 
administrators, affirming that upon completion of the program, 
they will teach at least one course of Latin. A currently 
unemployed person may be considered, if there is sufficient 
documented evidence that a position teaching Latin will be made 
available to that teacher upon completion of the program. 

A major goal of this project is certification to teach 
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Latin. The probability that most, if not all, participants will 
be absolute beginners dictates a structure allowing participants 
to acquire a minimum of 15 credit hours if they wish to teach 
grades 1-8 and 36 hours if they wish to teach grades 9-12. The 
two-year project will be constructed as follows. The first year 
will begin with a summer session of six credit hours, continue 
with two regular semesters of three semester hours each, and end 
with a summer session of nine credit hours. The second year will 
entail two regular semesters of three credit hours each and a 
final summer session of nine credit hours, for a grand total of 
36 credit hours. Since persons teaching at the elementary and 
middle school levels can be certified upon successful completion 
of 15 credit hours of Latin language, this goal will be possible 
for them to achieve in a summer plus one academic year. 

The complete plan enV1Slons two groups of participants 
meeting together during three consecutive summers at Northeast 
Louisiana University in Monroe. During the academic year, 
evening instruction in the Latin language will be offered in two 
towns, Minden and Rayville. These towns have been selected 
because they are within 50 miles of most people living in north 
Louisiana, Minden in the western half and Rayville in the eastern 
half of the region. 

These teachers interested in expanding their teaching skills 
to include Latin will study four areas (1) the Latin language, 
(2) culture and daily life in the Roman Empire, (3) Latin 
literature and civilization (including mythology) and (4) methods 
and materials for teaching Latin. 

Despite the obvious problems of recruitment and financing 
for the project, we believe that a total of 40-60 teachers will 
opt to participate, if a way can be found to finance the effort. 
Given the inadequate salaries paid to teachers in Louisiana, it 
would not be reasonable to expect them to take on the financial 
burdens engendered by travel, tuition, meals, housing, and 
perhaps the loss of summer employment. possible sources of 
financing appear to be the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities, or perhaps, because 
of their access to 8g funds, the Board of Regents and the 
Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
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THE LATIN TEXTBOOK: A NEED AND AN ISSUE 
M.J. Schexnayder, Slidell High School 

The evaluation and adoption process for Latin texts will 
take place in 1990. The Louisiana Classical Association has 
begun looking at various texts and held a discussion at its 
November 1988 meeting in Baton Rouge. The following discussion, 
with its suggested list of textbooks, could help the Latin 
programs in the state. 

Presently there are two types of texts: the traditional text 
with its emphasis on memorizing forms and grammar, and the 
reading approach with minimal grammar and abundant Latin 
readings. In the grammar approach, Roman history and culture are 
introduced as added features. In at least two of the reading 
approaches, history and culture form the basis of the readings. 
Since both approaches are used in the state, it would seem 
appropriate that both should be represented in the state's list 
of approved texts. 

THE TEXTBOOKS 

In the traditional approach, we have the Jenney series, 
First, Second, Third, and Fourth Year Latin, published by 
Prentice Hall. These texts are currently on the list. There are 
also Latin for Americans, published by Macmillan, and the Our 
Latin Heritage series, published by Harcourt, Brace and 
Jovanovich. 

One reading approach that is quite unique uses several of 
the procedures pioneered by Dr. W. Sweet in Latin: A Structural 
Approach. It has basic sentences with questions in Latin 
requiring Latin answers. There are stories from early Latin up 
to and including Medieval Latin with questions based on the 
story. Of course there are pattern practices to drill the 
various forms and acquaint the student with similar structures 
through transformations. 

The other reading approach texts are the Cambridge 
University Series and the Ecce Romani series, published by 
Longmans. Both texts introduce characters and send them through 
various adventures and settings, which demonstrate some facet of 
history or culture. The stories are connected and by themselves 
would form a rather long short story. 

In addition to a basic text, we are looking for 
supplementary texts for mythology and Roman history. These texts 
need not be expansive nor expensive, but they should provide 
basic ideas and information. There are Edith Hamilton's works in 
mythology, R. Barrows' The Romans, Cowell's and Carcopino's books 
on daily life in Rome. We also have two paperback series: one is 
published by the Cambridge Press which discusses the Roman army, 
pompeii, the Romans and their empire, and Roman engineers; the 
other is published by Longmans and includes Roman Technolo¥y, 
Roman Reli ion, Roman Sort and Entertainment, Roman Famil Li e, 
etc. One pro em wlth t ese texts may e t elr prlce, 
approximately $5.00 per title. But if they are suitable, one way 
to get around the high price is to order enough to satisfy one's 
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largest class. The texts are short enough so that a particular 
title can be read in less than a week. 

SOME THOUGHTS ON TEACHING LATIN 

The Latin class not only presents the study of the Latin 
language but it involves teaching word derivations, the meanings 
of prefixes and suffixes, Roman history, religion, culture and 
civilization. Since this is the case, I have thought that a text 
should incorporate as many of these aspects as possible in an 
interesting fashion, one that would have the students eager to go 
ahead and look into the next chapter, without the teacher's 
demands. 

There is a text that does many of these things and has the 
students looking ahead into the following chapters the 
Cambridge Latin Series. Here one meets Caecilius, his wife 
Metella, their dog Cerberus, and their slave Grumio. The family 
lives in Pompeii in 79 A.D. Life in pompeii is explored, 
including the famous riot at the city's arena. This series of 
lessons concludes with the eruption of Vesuvius. The second text 
takes us to England, where Roman life on a farm is explored. We 
meet King Cogidubnus, a friend of Claudius. Then we go to 
Alexandria in Egypt and discover how the Romans, Greeks and 
Egyptians live. We learn about the religion of the Egyptians and 
are caught in a controversy between an astrologer and a doctor. 

A difficulty with this text is that the teacher will have to 
become quite familiar with the times and places that serve as a 
setting for the continued story. Because the characters are 
involved in particular situations, the student is led co explore 
the text and read to discover what happens. Grammar then becomes 
a means to an end and not an end in itself. When the student has 
gone through the various stages, he is then introduced to 
Martial, and then to whatever materials the teacher chooses. 

Concerning teaching a third year Latin course to a few who 
must sit in with second year students, my solution has been to 
give the students selections, such as Daimon and Civis Romanus 
(published by Methuen), and Selected Latin Readinas. All these 
books and stories are meant for Latin I and II stu ents. I don't 
have the kind of time which would be required if I used a text 
for these students such as Our Latin Heritage III. My hope is to 
giv~ these students as broad an exposure to Latin and various 
aspects of Roman history and culture as is possible with a 
minimum of instruction. The third year course has become a Latin 
readings course using as many of these readers as I can find and 
purchase. 

(For a discussion of teaching a foreign language today, consult 
R. Masciantonio, "Stephen Krashen and the Classical Languages," 
in Classical Journal, vol. 84, No.1, pp. 53-56.) 
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