
LCA Meeting, Oct. 18, 2003 

            The meeting was called to order by the president, Jean D’Amato, at 9:05 AM.  Jean 
stated that the collaboration between Northwestern’s Louisiana Scholars’ College (LSC) and the 
Louisiana School for Math, Science and the Arts (LSMSA) reflects the goal of this organization 
to foster communication between the various levels of Latin instruction in the state.  She thanked 
Elizabeth Hall of LSMSA for her assistance with this year’s meeting. 

            Next Jean introduced Dr. Pat Wyndham, director of LSMSA, who welcomed LCA and 
expressed his pleasure that LSMSA could assist in the event.   

Jean then introduced Jennifer Jarnagan, a student at Louisiana Scholar’s College, who 
will present a student’s perspective on texts being reviewed during the panel scheduled for the 
morning session.  Jean announced that due to Elizabeth’s loss of voice she would be unable to 
give her planned talk at the afternoon session.  Finally, the schedule for the day was announced 
and the business meeting proceeded. 

Treasurer’s report: 

Beginning balance, Jan. 1, 2003: 

            $1982.96            (balance from prior treasurer, membership, donations) 

Expenditures: 

             389.97            (Nov. newsletter) 

               98.00            (additional newsletter expenses) 

               29.90            (stamps for May mailing; materials and printing donated) 

               95.00            (purchase of domain name for organization) 

                                    (September stamps, materials and printing donated) 

Income: 

               10.00            (membership) 

             170.00            (membership, donations) 

             250.00            (membership, donations) 

Ending balance, Oct. 17, 2003: 

            $1804.09 



            After some discussion of the pattern of expenses from prior years, Jane asked the group 
to approve the new membership amount as presented to the membership via Executive Council 
minutes mailed and posted to the website.  The motion passed unanimously.  MEMBERSHIP 
DUES FOR LCA WILL BE $20.00/MEMBER. 

            Jane requested a vote to approve the minutes of the fall 2002 meeting as published in the 
newsletter last fall.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Scholarship Committee report: 

            Laura Monk, St. Louis HS in Lake Charles, announced the winner of the 2003 LCA 
Scholarship, Laura Stickney, a junior at LSU majoring in classical languages.  Laura was unable 
to attend the meeting due to a prior commitment, but she was thrilled at the recognition this 
award grants her and regretted that she was unable to attend.  She will put these funds toward her 
summer travel plans in Greece. 

            At this point in the meeting Nathalie Roy, Episcopal in BR, asked if Laura’s education 
training would occur through the LSU Holmes program, a 14 month Masters’ level training after 
the completion of an undergraduate degree.  A discussion followed on the difficulties the present 
Holmes teacher-in-training under Nathalie’s direction has experienced.  By way of clarification 
Nathalie stated that she liked the idea of the Holmes program, but felt the internal politics at LSU 
kept Latin students at a disadvantage in using this route to certification. 

            The discussion brought out several other issues.  Laura Monk raised the question of 
attempting to acquire state certification when one is currently teaching in a private or parochial 
school.  She asked what LCA could do to facilitate the route to certification for teachers in her 
position.  Wendy Reed, Byrd HS in Shreveport, agreed that something needed to be done as it 
was a frustrating 10-year process for her. 

            Nathalie mentioned the National Board certification and her frustrating experience with 
it.  National Board certification is a 10-year certificate offered by the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards.  Many states offer money to cover the expensive cost ($2300) 
to teachers willing to go through the rigorous process and then monetary rewards for those who 
succeed.  This process is separate from state certification.  Nathalie stated that she went through 
the process offered in the subject area of Latin for the first time last year.  After completing the 
testing and portfolio entries, she was called by the National Board to inform her that there had 
only been 18 entrants and therefore not enough for the grading process to be psychometrically 
sound.  Several of the applicants have sued the National Board, but the issue is still in limbo.  
Nathalie urged anyone interested in this type of certification to visit the American Classical 
league website for more information or talk to her. 

The issue was also raised that there is no PRAXIS subject area test for Latin in Louisiana 
(for Latin teachers to get their state certification).  This does not hinder a Latin teacher from 
earning certification, however.  Nathalie stated that a representative from the State Department 
of Education had contacted her regarding gathering a committee of Latin teachers to devise a 
test, but she was never contacted again.  Other teachers were contacted also.  The issue was then 



discussed as to whether or not a subject test is necessary or helpful to have.  Wendy thought it 
would be for those attempting to renew their certification.   

Davina McClain said she thought LCA should look into this as well and this met with 
consensus.  She recommended at this point that we, as an organization, should: 

1) make a concerted effort for recognition of the National Latin test; 

2) put together some sort of pamphlet on the Holmes program; 

3) push for an MAT in Latin program in Louisiana; 

4) list the MAT programs available out of state. 

            Jean suggested this discussion should continue in the afternoon during the time allotted 
for Elizabeth’s talk so that the business meeting could continue. 

Nominating Committee Report: 

            Wade Heaton announced that the committee recommends Lora Perkins for Vice-
President.  Willie nominated her for the position and she was approved unanimously.  At this 
time Wade announced, as the new President of LCA, that the next LCA meeting will be in 
Hammond at Southeastern Louisiana University. 

Other constitutional amendments for consideration:          

            Rex Stem asked for approval of the amendment to DELETE SECTION 4 OF ARTICLE 
II ON MEMBERSHIP.  It was approved unanimously.   

Rex explained that the second amendment related to the duties of the executive council 
and merely stated what was already in the constitution.  When clarification was requested, he 
explained that a 1997 motion at the LCA meeting had created an annual program committee.  
The ’97 motion did not deal with the fact that the existing constitution had given that duty to the 
executive council.  The ‘97 amendment was never put in the constitution.  THE GROUP 
UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED TO LEAVE THIS DUTY WITH THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE AS ORIGINALLY STATED IN THE CONSTITUTION AND THEREBY TO 
RESCIND THE 1997 CHANGE..   

            Rex asked for discussion on the proposed LCA Scholarship of $200.00 to be awarded to 
the outstanding Level II high school student in the state.  He explained that the amount of $200 
was workable with our present budget and could, as the other scholarship has done, grow to a 
larger sum as funds become available.  In this discussion issues were raised concerning the 
proposed scholarship:  the level of the student; the age of the student (sophomore, junior or 
senior); when to grant the scholarship; a savings bond instead of a check?  Rex explained that the 
executive committee felt strongly that high school teachers needed to flesh out the details 
because they understood better the ramifications.  The original motion was reworded by Wilfred 



Major to read:  TO CREATE A $200.00 SCHOLARSHIP FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
AND TO ENTRUST THE CRITERIA FOR SELECTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
SCHOLARSHIP TO THE PRESENT SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE.  This motion was 
seconded by Davina and passed unanimously.  Laura Monk, the present Scholarship committee 
chair, will see to this undertaking in order to have the scholarship in place by next year. 

            Wilfred Major presented the proposal for an LCA website.  Wilfred has set up the 
website with the domain name of www.lcaclassics.org.  As the present webmaster for LCA he 
has posted the membership list, the constitution, minutes for the organization and other relevant 
and informative things.  Nathalie Roy and Alexis Landry, both of Episcopal, BR, have expressed 
a desire to take over the management of the site in order to include it in a general page of classics 
in Louisiana, similar to the one set up for classics in the state of Texas.  Since they will be 
managing the site for LJCL and LSCL, they are willing to assume the responsibility for LCA as 
well.  Wilfred expressed agreement that this is a good move.  After further discussion the group 
appeared to be in agreement with these plans. 

Jane Webb asked for a clarification of the Newsletter Editor’s position in light of this 
change in delivering our news.  The suggestion was made that the site could offer current 
information in lieu of a formal newsletter.  All seemed in favor of this idea.  A motion was 
offered by Davina McClain and seconded by Jean D’Amato TO RETIRE THE NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR’S POSITION ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND REPLACE IT WITH A 
WEBMASTER’S POSITION. The motion was approved unanimously. 

New business: 

Wilfred Major announced that Loyola University New Orleans will be presenting 
Aristophanes’ Lysistrata as their principal production in Spring 2004:  March 19, 20, 25, 26 and 
27 at 8:00 p.m., with additional matinees for high school groups on March 23-24.  A mailing will 
be going out to LCA members from Loyola later this year.  The New Orleans theater community 
is looking at this show to see if classical plays will be viable in the area, so any support and 
attendance can improve the chances for more ancient plays being produced in the future.  
Everything from a full class to a couple of people driving in can made the difference.  For more 
information contact Willie at wmajor@lsu.edu or the Chair of Loyola’s Drama Department, 
Georgia Gresham, at gresham@loyno.edu. 

            It was brought out that the National Eta Sigma Phi meeting is in New Orleans March 19-
20 which is during the performance period.   

            Wilfred also requested information on programs in ancient Greek in the state for the 
CAMWS Committee for the Promotion of Latin and Greek.  The committee is attempting to 
create a national database of these programs.  If anyone knows of such a program on either the 
high school or college level please contact Wilfred at wmajor@lsu.edu with the person teaching 
it and the text(s) used. 

            Wade Heaton announced that the Togaman schedule is on the website.  He announced 
also that there is a new show on women’s clothing which features, among other things, the 
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ceremony of bridal preparation.  Requesting a show may be done on the internet at the website.  
After a performance he asked that an official thank-you on letterhead be sent for documentation 
purposes. 

            Elizabeth Hall commended the new show on women.  She said it was tasteful and well 
done.  Nathalie said that Allison, the woman involved in this new show, is extremely successful 
with young children. 

            The meeting adjourned at 10:29AM. 

Addendum: 

            Following the address by the visiting scholar, Vincenzo di Giovanni, at the afternoon 
session, LCA members agreed to this list of things which need to be looked into this year, 2003-
2004: 

            • Develop a means of advocating on behalf of classics in Louisiana in areas of LCA 
concern. 

            • Develop a list of contacts through whom we may make our concerns known. 

            • Create a yahoo group for LCA to foster communication among ourselves. 

            • Use our present website, www.lcaclassics.org to post ideas, information, reports 
relevant to LCA concerns and issues. 

            • Allow Nathalie Roy and Alexis Landry through the summer to create the site for 
classics in Louisiana and thereby take over webmaster duties. 

Respectfully submitted January 9, 2004 

Jane Poynter Webb, Secretary-Treasurer, LCA 

 

http://web.archive.org/web/20041102115429/http:/www.lcaclassics.org/
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