
[NB: This letter from President Jean D'Amato went out in lieu of the Spring 2003 Newsletter 

(which would have been Volume 21, #2).] 

 

May 29, 2003 

 

Dear Members of the LCA, 

 

First, I apologize for the delay in this letter.  As some of you may know, soon after the Fall LCA 

meeting, I was diagnosed with throat cancer.  Since it was unclear whether I would be able to 

assume the responsibilities of President, in consultation with the other members of the Executive 

Committee, I put off any formal communication until the status of my health was more secure.  

The cancer treatment seemed to be successful in the early spring (at least for the time being!); 

thus, the Executive Committee and I decided that I should assume my elected responsibilities.  

Before highlighting (hopefully without too much needless repetition) issues and plans discussed 

at the meeting of the Executive Committee (for details, see Jane Webb's comprehensive 

minutes), I would like to take this opportunity to thank the other members of the Executive 

Committee (Wade Heaton, Connie Rodriguez, Rex Stem, and Jane Webb) for their support and 

assistance during the past months.  Any plans or ideas that have resulted from this winter's 

activity are due to their ongoing collaborative efforts.  I know that the other members of the 

committee join me in giving a special thanks to Jane Webb for hosting the Executive Committee 

Meeting. 

 

Turning to specifics, I would begin with the location of the Fall Meeting.  As generally 

customary, this will be at the home location of the President, therefore in Natchitoches.  The date 

of October 18 has been decided.  The deadline for papers and/or sessions is September 1, 2003.  

The registration fee will remain at $15.00; other potential costs, primarily lunch, will be 

indicated in a mailing later this summer. 

 

To include both institutions involved in the Association, the meetings will be divided between 

the Louisiana School and the Scholars' College with Program Development as the general theme.  

The featured speaker will be Dr. Vincenzo Di Giovanni, the Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence at 

Northwestern and ULM for the academic year 2003-4.  Dr. Di Giovanni will talk about his 

excavations at the Southern Italian site of Conza where he hopes to develop a summer 

archeological school under the joint aegis of NSU and ULM.  While details for the meeting are 

still to be finalized, we currently intend the morning session to concentrate upon Program 

Development in regard to pedagogy, while the afternoon session will focus on the development 

of pedagogy in relation to the utilization of archeology and artifacts.  We also are attempting to 

set up a book exhibit.  If anyone has ideas or connections that may be useful for this display, 

please contact either me or Elizabeth Hall.  If anyone has questions or ideas for a paper, please 

contact my or anyone on the Executive Committee. 

 

At the meeting, various issues will be brought up for membership discussion and 

approval/disapproval.  Among these, the first is raising the annual dues from $10 to $20.  Such 

an increment would greatly improve our ability to offer more award/scholarship aid.  In this 

regard we suggest that at $200 award for a level II high school student be added to the regular 

$500 college-level scholarship.  Hopefully, this will encourage study of classical languages in 



the schools.  Laura Monk (Chair), Lora Perkins, and Scott Goins have agreed to serve as 

members of the Scholarship Committee. 

 

Secondly, I would urge the members to consider and discuss at the meeting an idea that has 

surfaced from time to time over the years: the establishment of a resource list of classicists who 

are willing to share their expertise in some way (whether through an on site presentation, 

bibliographic information, course suggestions, etc.).  This list would be made available 

electronically and thereby brings up the final point that I would like to highlight in this letter: the 

Newsletter. 

 

A major point of discussion at the Executive Meeting and an important issue for general 

discussion at the Fall Meeting is the Newsletter.  The Executive Committee agreed that an 

electronically driven Newsletter would be both more economical and more serviceable for the 

needs of the organization.  Preliminary inquiries have been taken in choosing a possible domain 

name, webmaster, and host server.  The results of these inquiries will be presented to the 

membership for discussion and vote.  If approved, the electronic Newsletter will begin to go out 

in the fall with the front page serving as a brochure for the organization. 

 

If anyone has something to add to the agenda scheduled for the meeting or suggestions regarding 

the material just outlined, please be in contact with me or some other member of the Executive 

Committee.  In the meantime, I wish you all a most enjoyable summer and look forward to 

seeing as many of you as possible in Natchitoches next fall. 

 

Valete, 

 

jean 

damatoj@bellsouth.net 

318-357-1429 

332 Henry Ave. 

Natchitoches, LA 71452 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS: Please submit abstracts to Jean either through the mail or electronically by 

September 1, 2003.  The Executive Committee will meet and review the program after that date. 

 

Theme: Program Development 

 

The morning session will allow LCA to further its discussion begun last year on effective and 

creative programs which foster growth and development for a program and its students. 

 

The afternoon session will seek to explore the role of archeology in creating excitement and 

growth for a program at all levels from middle school to the university. 

 

LCA Executive Council Minutes 

 

The LCA Executive Council met Sunday, May 18, 2003 at 1:00 PM in Baton Rouge,  Jean 

D'Amato, president, presided.  Members in attendance:  Wade Heaton, Vice-President; Connie 



Rodriguez, Newsletter Editor;  Rex Stem, past President; and Jane Webb, Secretary-Treasurer.  

The meeting began with a 2002-2003 Financial report:  membership dues collected - $490.00; 

scholarship donations - $375.00; meeting registration and lunch  - $1025.00; T-shirts - $40.00.  

After meeting expenses and winter newsletter expenses, the present balance at BankOne in Baton 

Rouge is $1504.94.  After some discussion among the group and a glance at the history of the 

organization's membership fees, all agree TO PROPOSE AT THE FALL MEETING THAT 

THE DUES BE RAISED TO $20.00/YEAR.  Membership dues were originally set at $5.00 and 

raised to $10.00 somewhere in the past.  The recommended sum is in keeping with this 

reasonable growth rate for membership dues. 

 

The Council then turned its attention to constitutional issues to make sure that present practices 

are reflected in the document.  Jane had prepared a copy of the existing constitution as amended 

in 1983 and 1987 along with motions enacted by the membership through the years.  The group 

proposed to recommend to the membership at the fall meeting the following changes: 

 

1.  DELETE SECTION 4 OF ARTICLE II ON MEMBERSHIP:  "There will be two categories 

of membership:  1) regular, and 2) sponsoring (for those who contribute beyond the regular 

amount)."  The reason to delete is that when the scholarship was instituted in 1988, additional 

funds donated were automatically designated for the scholarship. 

 

2.  In response to a motion in 1997 creating the appointment of an annual program committee, 

the group felt this motion departed from the original constitutional concept that the Executive 

Council is charged with that duty.   A superseding motion proposes TO MAKE IT THE DUTY 

OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO PLAN THE ANNUAL MEETING WITH THE 

ADDITIONA OF ALL PARTIES NEEDED TO FACILITATE THAT PLANNING DUE TO 

LOCATION AND AMBITION. 

 

3.  After some discussion of various ideas, the Executive Council agreed TO PROPOSE A 

SECOND LCA AWARD AND $200.00 TO THE OUTSTANDING LEVEL II HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENT IN THE STATE.  It was deemed a good investment in our future and part of the 

organization's aim to "strengthen the position of Latin and Greek at all levels in the curricula of 

both private and public Louisiana schools." 

 

4.  In the interest of saving money in operating expenses to free money for more scholarship use, 

the Executive Council proposes THAT THE LCA NEWSLETTER BE DELIVERED 

ELECTRONICALLY BEGINNING WITH THE FALL NEWSLETTER.  For that reason 

Connie had been advised to hold on the spring newsletter and allow some research.  A possible 

domain name has been proposed and the council gave Rex Stem authority to pursue its purchase 

rather than lose such a good name:  lcanewsletter.org.  Furthermore, a potential webmaster for 

the undertaking is being approached and the expenses of independent vs. university service 

providers and software are being explored as well.  A presentation at the fall meeting will seek 

approval of this action by the membership. 

 

It was agreed that a mail-out would provide the membership with scholar ship application 

information, fall meeting plans, a call for papers, these minutes and a letter from the President.  

Jane, in her capacity as Secretary-Treasurer, will see to this mail-out.  A second mail-out will be 



used in the fall to specifically announce the meeting program, membership dues, registration 

fees, etc. 

 

In beginning the plans for the fall meeting the Council confirmed Jean's offer to host the event at 

NSU in Natchitoches, La.  The proposed date will be Oct. 18 or 25, 2003, depending upon the 

Natchitoches planning group's needs.  Elizabeth Hall at Louisiana School will be asked to co-

host with Jean.  It was agreed that the theme of the meeting will be Program Development and 

that this theme will be allowed to go any direction a member can take it.  The keynote address at 

the luncheon will be the visiting Fulbright Scholar from Italy who is interested in proposing an 

Italian archeological site at which Louisiana/US classicists and their students may visit/work.  

The focus of the morning meeting will be more pedagogical under this rubric;  the afternoon 

session will seek papers which specifically take the archeological dimension and attempt to 

apply it to the classroom and/or the program of an institution.  The group was asked to research 

the possibility of reinstituting the book, etc. display and send information to Jean and Elizabeth 

to help set it up.  Call for papers deadline:  September 1, 2003.  Meeting registration will be 

$15.00 plus the food costs. 

 

Final committee appointments were made:  Wade, the Vice-President, will chair the Nominating 

committee with two other members.  The executive council made recommendations to him for 

two additional members.  Laura Monk, St. Louis HS in Lake Charles, will chair the Scholarship 

Committee.  Lora Perkins, Sulphur HS and Scott Goins, McNeese, will also serve on that 

committee to review applications, make a decision and present the award. Scholarship deadline:  

September 15, 2003. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Jane P. Webb, Secretary-Treasurer 

 

2002-2003 SCHOLARSHIP DONORS:  Moffitt Aycock, Althea Ashe, Martha Beveridge, 

Barbara Craig, Jean D'Amato Thomas, Tom Egan, Carlos Fandal, Patricia Giangrosso, Scott 

Goins, Wade Heaton, Mike Katchmer, Ken Kitchell, Alexis Landry, Deborah MacInnes, Lea 

Olsan, Wendy Reed, Connie Rodriguez, Nathalie Roy, Manfred J. Schexnayder, Bee Smith, Rex 

Stem, Jane Webb, Yuri Weydling, Windsor Wheeler. 
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