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FROM THE EDITORS 

You may in the past have heard from us about establishing a regular network of 
communication among the friends of the Classics in Louisiana. Your initial responses 
were gratifying, and you now hold - at long last - a Newsletter which we hope will become 
a regular feature on the Louisiana classical scene. 

The purpose of this particular issue is to communicate news of interest to 
Classicists throughout the state, and to take some preliminary steps toward forming a 
state association. 

We have also added other articles as samples of what is to come. One item which 
we hope is of interest to teachers is a review of two very different introductory Latin 
textbooks. The reader will also find information about the Classical Association of the 
Midwest and the South (CAMWS, the American Classical League (ACL) , and the National 
Junior Classical League (NJCL). You will also find notices of awards of interest to 
Latin teachers and students. 

The contents of this issue are not necessarily indicative of future newsletters - we 
will use anything from adapted recipes of ancient foods to reviews of books or 
audio-visual materials to plans for building a catapult or Trojan Horse. All the news 
that fits, we print! If this is to be a useful vehicle for communication, the editors 
must have contributions as well as suggestions about the needs of the reader. We 
therefore, solicit from you comments, criticisms, testimonials, newsworthy items, 
description of your programs, etc. Let us hear from you. We look forward to your 
responses, both to the newsletter and to a December gathering of Louisiana Classicists. 

Charlayne D. Allan 
Kenneth F. Kitchell, Jr. 
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ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

One of the best reasons for having a newsletter such as this is the opportunity it 
offers to pass along good news and to share things that are of mutual benefit. Well, the 
good news this time is that there has been a definite upswing in the amount of help 
available to Latin teachers from both the American Classical League (ACL) and the 
Classical Association of the Midwest and South (CAMWS). 

ACL 

The ACL may well be known to you. It certainly ranks as one of the most useful 
allies available to us with its wide array of supplemental materials. These you will 
find below in our "Auxilium" column. 

The ACL also supports a Teacher Placement Service and works tirelessly to support 
the Classics at all levels. I strongly urge you, then, to join the ACL. Membership is 
only $15.00 and includes a subscription to The Classical Outlook and the ACL Newsletter. 
Members are also eligible for discounts and for special awards and prizes both for 
themselves and their students. See below for addresses. 

CAMWS 

The organization known as CAMWS has grown to play a large role in the Classics for 
our area. It has over 3000 members in 32 states. As the order form that follows 
indicates, CAMWS and ACL maintain a close working relationship. Again, the cost is 
minimal, but the rewards are not. 

First, Classical Journal comes with every membership. This journal has more than 
good articles - offering valuable announcements of awards, prizes, new books, and the 
like. Moreover, for a bit more you can get Classical World and/or 'Classical Outlook as 
well. As a sometimes harried teacher of elementary Latin, I can attest to their 
usefulness for in-class ideas. 

And there is still more, CAMWS members are eligible to offer their students for one 
of twenty $500 prizes. The student has only to take One year of Latin or Greek at any 
university. How many good students have we all had who could have used the money? I 
have enclosed the entry blank for the contest in our "Quid Agitur" column. Last year not 
one student from Louisiana received an award, due mostly I am sure, to the award being 
more or less unknown. 

Lastly, and very to the point, CAMWS offers' 5 yearly awards for $2000 each to 
teachers who want to study in Rome or Greece, usually over a summer. I am sure that 
appeals to a lot of us. 

There is a lot of help and even money out there to aid in our fight for Classics. 
May I encourage you, then, to join these organizations and start getting your fair share? 
Write if I can be of help. 

Kenneth F. Kitchell, Jr. 
Vice-President for CAMWS 
Department of Classical, Germanic, 

and Slavic Languages 
LSU, Baton Rouge, La. 70803 
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THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
THE MIDDLE WEST & SOUTH, Inc., 
Publishers of THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 
In Cooperation With Affiliated Associations 

Roy E. Lindahl 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Furman University 
GreenVille, SC 29613 

(Please print your name, address, and zip code in the space below) 

CAMWS has arranged for reduced subscription rates with other journals, some singly, some in combination. Please 
select the membership/subscription package from the list below. 

CAMWS MIImt..nhlp 1981-82 tCI ... le.1 Joumal Vol 77) 

CAMWS Membership Packages 
c 1. Regular CAMWS Membership (includes CLASSICAL JOURNAL) •••••...•.................... $15.00 
o 2. CAMWS Sustaining Membership (includesCLASSICALJOUANAL) ..................................................... _ ... $20.00 
o 3. CAMWSJoint Membership (husband-wile) (includes 1 copy CLASSICAL JOURNAL) .................... ,. $18.00 
o 4. CAMWS Life Membership (includes CLASSICAL JOURNAL) ...................... .................... . .... 5200.00 
o 5. CAMWSStudentand Retired Persons Membership (includes CLASSiCAL JOURNAL) .................. : .......•.. $6.00 
o 6. CAMWS Sustaining Membership (without any journals) .......................... 55.00 
o 7. CAMWS Emeritus (30Years Membership in CAMWS) (inCludes CLASSICAL JOURNAL)......... . •••.•... FREE 
o 8. CAMWS Membership plusClassicaf World (includes CLASSICAL JOURNAL) .................................. $22.30 
o 9. CAMWS Membership plus Classical World (without CLASSICAL JOURNAL) .• •••••.••••.•••••••••••. .. ........... 515.00 

Joint CAMWS·American Classical League Membership Packages 
o 10.Joint CAMWS·ACL Membership (includes CLASSICAL JOURNAL and Classical Outlook) ••••.•• $30.00 
o 11. Joint CAMW8-ACL Membership (includes Classical World and Classical Outlook) .................................. $30.00 
o 12. Joint CAMWS-ACL Membership (Includes CJ. CWo CO) . • ................. _ ... _.................. $37,30 

ALSO (available with one of the above only) 
o la Archaeological News ........................................................................ 510.00 
o 14. Classical Philology (reduced rate) ........ ...... •••••••••••••••.•••• .. ... $21.00 
[J 15. Helios (reduced rale) ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• .•••••••••••••. .• 7.00 
[J 16. Classical Bulletin (reduced rate) ••••.•.•••• .••••••••••••• ................... •• $3.30 
[J 17. Ancient World (reduced rate) •••••••••••••••.••.•••• .... ............ •••• . .•.. St..oo 
[J 1& Classical and Modern Literature (reduced rale) •••••••••••••••...•••••••••••.••••••• . •• 5t..00 
o 19. Contributions 10 the General Fund (all for scholarship use) .... 5 __ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED '---
All membership., conlrlbuUon., etc .. • re I.x-ct.ducllble. 
Make ch6Cks payable to THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL in U.S. funds only. 

JOIN TODAY , • 



- 4 -

JCL IN LOUISIANA 

Louisiana Junior Classical League, a branch of the National Junior Classical League, 
is-on an upswing this year. Membership is doubling. We would particularly like to take 
this opportunity to welcome the new groups from East Jefferson, Caddo Parish Magnet and 
Baton Rouge Magnet. LJCL is open to any high school Latin, Greek, or humanities class 
with five or more interested students. Membership in the LJCL enables students to attend 
a state convention and apply for scholarships offered by the organization. 

Perhaps the biggest function of LJCL is the annual convention to be held this year 
at LSU-Baton Rouge in Merch. This convention provides an opportunity for the students to 
compete with other students from all areas in the state both academically and physically. 
Scholastic tests are given for levels I, II, and III in mythology, Roman life and 
history, derivatives, and translation. There are costume contests, posters, models, and 
notebook contests. Students receive awards for first, second, and third place in each 
contest, and the points won add up for an overall sweepstakes (PRIMUS MAXIMUS) trophy for 
the winning school. Competition is fierce and also rewarding. New events this year are 
a certamen (Quiz Bowl) with teams of four members, and the Power Question, a chance for 
the student to relate creatively to a selection in Latin. An Olympic sweepstakes prize 
is given to the school with the most winning athletes in events such as dashes, throws 
and chariot· racing. Friday night the students attend a Roman banquet - in toga. What a 
sight to see over two hundred students in costume walking across the parade grounds to 
dinner - especially if it is raining! 

In order to plan the state convention, the LJCL Executive Committee meets in October 
and May in centrally located Alexandria. Here the theme for the convention is determined 
and schools are assigned various duties for the next convention~ 

When a school jOins LJCL, it should also affiliate with the National Junior 
Classical League, which has the same activities as the state, including a convention -
this year in August in Norman, Oklahoma. If any school is interested in joining LJCL and 
wants further information, please contact me before December 1, 1981, for participation 
in this year's activities. 

Mrs. H. R. Colbert, Jr. 
4102 Finley 
Shreveport, La. 70105 
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AROUND THE STATE 

CLASSICS ON THE MOVE AT LSU 

The heaviest enrollments in Latin courses ever Seen on LSU's Baton Rouge campus are 
a sign of major changes being made in the Classics program. In the fall semester of 
1980, for the first time in many years, we had not one but three foreign language 
departments at LSU. One of these, the new Department of Classical, Germanic, and Slavic 
Languages, incorporates the Latin and Greek curricula, still titled the Classics Section. 
Both the number of Classics courses and the number of majors and minors offered by the 
Classics Section have increased. 

Some of the changes already in effect or planned are: (1) A full curriculum of 
courses in the study of classical culture and civilization, with readings in English, 
leading either to a minor or major in Classical Studies. A number of these courses are 
already available: Classical Mythology, Classical Epic and Tragedy, and Classical 
Archaeology. To these will be added courses in classical political theory and practice, 
the status and roles of women in classical antiquity, classical society and economics, 
war and diplomacy in classical antiquity, and similar courses. Students may also elect 
relevant courses in art, history, and philosophy in cooperating departments outside 
Classics. (2) A curriculum in classical languages, combining fundamental study in both 
Latin and Greek, with an option to concentrate in one of the two languages. Students 
will be able either to minor or to major in this area. The program will be designed to 
satisfy any of several student needs: basic interest in the language; need for an 
undergraduate concentration which appears especially desirable to certain postgraduate 
professional schools (e.g., law school or medical school); 'preparation for graduate work 
in the field of Classics. (3) Within the Latin and Greek curricula, a revised sequence 
of courses designed to make the transition from elementary courses to advanced reading 
both easier and more interesting to undergraduates. This will include the development of 
intermediate courses that provide a survey of the works of several authors in a given 
historical period, for example, the age of Julius Caesar, or the age of Augustus, or the 
age of Nero. Students will be introduced not only to the work of individual writers, but 
also to the character of an entire age. With this background, advanced courses devoted 
to single authors will make more sense - and be easier for students. (4) In all areas, 
new and old, provision will be made for students to double-major in Latin or Classical 
Studies and in some other major of their choice. The demand for this option has 
increased in recent years, especially from exceptional students. (5) The graduate 
program leading to a Master's degree in Latin has been streamlined to meet the needs of 
today's students. Graduate students can now obtain the MA in 1-1/2 years or less: they 
may write a thesis, or substitute additional course work and a written Master's 
examination. Generous stipends are available for qualified graduate assistants. A 
summer program of graduate courses is available to facilitate completion of the program 
and to serve students who cannot study on campus in the regular semesters. An MAT for 
teachers in secondary schools is also being planned. 
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Planning and establishment of these and other improvements in the Classics 
curriculum have been underway for over a year. Currently, in the fall of 1981, the 
existing program is meeting the needs of some three hundred undergraduate studenfs·' at 
LSU. Elementary, intermediate, and advanced courses in both Latin and Greek are 
available. Courses are also offered, with readings in English, in classical mythology, 
literature, and archaeology. A popular course deals with etymology, the study of Latin 
and Greek word roots in English vocabulary in order to improve students' vocabulary in 
their own language. The majors and minors outlined above continue to attract LSU 
students. For further information, write to Professor Kenneth Kitchell, Head of the 
Classics Sec tion, Department of Classical, Germanic, and Slavic Languages, LSU, Baton 
Rouge, La. 70803, or call (504) 388-6616. 

Wiliiam M. Clarke, Associate Professor 
of Classics 

Louisiana State University 

* * * * * * * * * * 

<:./b QUID AGITUR? C'-J 

ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 

Members of the American Classical League should be receiving announcements this 
month of the fifth National Latin Exam for students enrolled in Latin I, II, III, and IV. 
The exam consists of 40 multiple choice questions in categories including grammar, 
mythology, derivatives, literature, and Roman life and history. Gold and silver medals 
are awarded to first and second place winners, and certificates are presented to third 
and fourth place winners. The teacher must be a member of the American Classical League 
in order for students to participate. Dues should be sent to ACL (cost of membership and 
addresses are found in one of the articles above). The deadline for receipt of 
application ($1 per student) is usually the second week of January, so contact ACL right 
away for further information if you are interested in having your students participate. 

$500 SCHOLARSHIP FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

There will be 20 $500 awards for the 1982-83 college year. Any Louisiana senior 
graduating from a secondary school in 1982, whose teacher is a member of CAMWS and who 
will continue work in Greek or Latin for at least one year at any college or university, 
is eligible to compete for one of these $500 awards. Any secondary school teacher who is 
a member of CAMWS and who has students who wish to compete should send this application 
by 15 January 1982 to: Professor Raymond Den Adel, Department of Classics, 
Rockford College, 5050 East State Street, Rockford, Illinois 61101 

Number of exams needed: Name ____________________________________________ __ 

Address, __________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Signature ______________________________________________________________________ __ 
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REVIEWER'S CORNER 

A BRIEF COMPARATIVE REVIEW OF THE LATIN TEXTS: 

Latin Via Ovid by Norma Goldman and Jacob Nyenhuis, Wayne State U. Press, 1977 

Our Latin Heritage I, II, by Lillian Hines, Edward Welch, Doris Bacon and Joseph 
Hopkinson, Harcourt and Brace, Co, 1966. 

Both of these texts have been used in the Latin undergraduate program at LSU. This 
year we hav~. changed from the Latin via Ovid (LVO) to the 'Our' Latin Heritage (OLH) 
series. We have changed from using the LVO for two semesters of Latin instruction to 
using the two books in the OLH series for three semesters. I shall compare these two 
text briefly in five areas: format; grammar explanations; exercises; difficulty; and 
general approach. 

The format of LVO at times leaves something to be desired. I consider the 
introduction of the verb ~ in Chapter 18 as an example. The illustration of the forms 
of this irregular verb lacks a fixed pattern on the page and tends to confuse the student 
rather than aid in learning them. OLH shows a more regular pattern in giving the forms 
for both nouns and verbs. Students memorizing such a vast amount of material need the 
help of a fixed pattern on the page before them. A number of worksheets were necessary 
through the first semester to give students the patterns they needed for learning the 
forms in LVO. 

The grammar explanations in both texts are adequate although OLH perhaps goes into 
too much detail on several occasions. A case in point is the explanation of the vocative 
endings of words ending in -ius and especially the vocative of -ius adjectives (-ie) in 
Unit X. There are enough exercises in both texts to practice the grammar covered in each 
Unit or Chapter, with the Practice Patterns being especially useful in OLH. The 
Instructor should be aware of the fact that in LVO the exercises after each Chapter tend 
to emphasize the material covered in the previous Chapter rather than that covered in the 
immediate Chapter, a practice I found confusing at times. 

The level of difficulty in the readings for each Unit/Chapter is noticeably 
different in the two texts. The readings in LVO are very interesting because they are 
based on Ovid's Metamorphoses but their length and difficulty tend to increase faster 
than the students i ability to do them, based on the grammar and vocabulary they have 
learned. This requires the introduction of grammar far in advance of the students' 
level. After Chapter 20 in LVO the readings suddenly become very difficult for the 
students' level. The readings in OLH reflect a level more nearly that of the Units. The 
general approach of both texts is somewhat confusing in the early Chapters/Units in that 
they both introduce the cases and the first declension endings separately in successive 
Chapters/Units. It would be just as easy to introduce the entire first declension and 
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the cases in one Chapter. Of the two texts, OLH has the more direct approach to grammar 
explanation with its Review Helps adding important information to the grammar. 

In summary, the ease with which Latin can be taught from OLH and its consistency in 
format and level of difficulty make it slightly more appealing than LVO for the teacher 
of Latin. All texts have their good and bad points and it is my opinion that there are 
fewer bad points in the OLH series than in LVO. 

Stephen Schierling 
Assistant Professor of Classics and 
Coordinator of the Undergraduate Latin 

Instruction 
Louisiana State University 

* * * * * * * * * * 

AUXILIUMI 

One of the best sources of classroom aids for the teacher of Classics is the 
Teaching Materials and Resource Center of the American Classical League. Among the types 
of materials available are books, pamphlets, posters, maps, charts, tape recordings, 
slides, greeting cards, coins, Latin games, and classroom accessories such as Roman 
calendars and mythology bookmarks. Prices are reasonable, ranging from 30¢ f~r cards to 
$12.00 for sets of slides. 

A sampler of the catalog will show the great variety of materials available. Some 
are humorous - the study of "Freddus Elephantus et Horatius, Porcus Saltans Cincinnatis", 
and some are of practical value - "Careers for Classicists" and "Latin Words in Current 
Use." Some posters, like the "Greek Mythology Posters," are colorful and exciting, while 
others - "Derivative Tree Chart ll and "Legal Terms", for example - are more mundane but 
still attractive and very useful. The list of materials is constantly being up-dated: 
"Star Trek with Latin" is a teaching unit based on the signs of the Zodiac. 

Latin song books are available, as well as Latin and mythology crosswords, and 
"Mythical Meters" wherein students identify characters from rhyming couplets. ("My bed's 
unique; I do admit it! I stretch or cut your legs to fit it!") 

Not to be overlooked are such valuable teaching materials as annotated 
bibliographies of Latin authors, timecharts, vocabularies for Cicero, Caesar, and Vergil. 

In addition to the material listed in the catalog, the center also offers a large 
stock of mimeographed material. A list of specific subjects is given and you may check 
any of particular interest. A list is then sent to you which itemizes all the 
mimeographed leaflets, bulletins, etc, which are available on those subjects. 
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Catalogs, price lists, and order blanks may be obtained by writing to American 
Classical League, Teaching Materials and Resource Center, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 
45056. 

We know of no other source which offers such a wide array of classroom aids to 
enhance the teaching of Classics and we urge teachers who have been unaware of this 
resource center to obtain a copy of the catalog for a complete listing of materials. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
A CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION IN LOUISIANA 

Many Classicists in Louisiana have long felt the need for a state organization 
through which ideas, problems, and solutions might be shared. The typical high school 
teacher of Classics works in a vacuum, with no colleague who can rejoice in success or 
commiserate in despair. In many cases, the college or university professor fares no 
better. A state association would bring teachers together on a regular basis, allowing 
them - first of all - to discover each other, and to participate in a forum with formal 
and informal exchange of ideas, teaching methods and materials. 

Many of us are already active members of CAMWS and the American Classical League, 
but we may not have been able to attend meetings and workshops which these larger 
organizations have held. A state association would provide the opportunity to meet with 
fellow-Classicists on a much more informal level, in a far smaller group, and in a 
location well within reach. In addition, we would be working to promote the study of 
Classics in our own state and local area. 

We would like to bring together in December all Classicists and lovers of antiquity 
who are interested in forming a state association. Please complete the form below and 
return it immediately, so that definite plans can be made and notices mailed to 
interested participants. As you will notice from the two proposed meeting dates, it is 
essential that we receive your responses as soon as possible. 
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********** 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING: STATE 

CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION 

LOCATION: LSU, Baton Rouge Campus 

DATE: See Choices Below-----Check your preference 

Saturday, December 5 

Saturday, December 12 

TIME: Check your preference----

10 AM 

2 PM 

NAME~ ________________________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS, ________________________________________________ _ 

PHONE (if we need to contact you in a hurry) 

CANNOT CO~IE??? I can not attend this time but am interested in being 
a member of a state organisation. 

********** 

Your comments and suggestions concerning the newsletter or the December 
meeting are welcome. We would also appreciate the names of anyone in your 
area who should have received this newsletter but who did not. Also, please 
tell us if we got your name or address wrong. Many of our lists are out 
of date. 

We have attached a pre-addressed envelope for the use of those in the 
state. Please feel free to use this to send in the form above and/or your 
cODmlents. 

See you in December!! 
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