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FROM THE EDITORS 

The first steps in forming an organization for the Classics in Louisiana were made at 
a meeting on December 12, 1981, at LSU. At.tendance was gratifying, with participants 
from Houma, New Orleans, and Baton Rouge. We also received supportive responses from 
those unable to attend from Lake Charles, Monroe, Shreveport, and Ruston. We hope to 
see all of these people at our April meeting described inside and are pleased to see 
state-wide support for the organization. 

The focus of this first meeting was informational. The participants lCllrned of the 
many types of help available to' them from CAMWS and the Committee for the Promotion 
pf Latin. They, in turn, discussed their particular needs, some of which have 
already been acted upon. These needs range from helping secure passage of new 
textbooks to supporting the reinstatement of Latin at a Baton Rouge high school. The 
general issue of promoting the Classics throughout the state was discufi~cd at length. 
Activities for the future were suggested, such as encouraging particip~tion of Latin 
classes in state-wide competitions. Rally Day and Southwestern's Foreign Language 
Festival are two upcoming events which offer Latin contests. Many felt that closer 
cooperation between the hign school and the universities of the state is imperative. 

A lively discussion centered around the future of our group. Many suggestions were 
made for a name: Louisiana Classical League (LCL); Resurrection of Latin in 
Louisiana (ROLL); Louisiana Classical Association (LCA); Classical Association of the 
Pelican State (CAPS); Classical Association of the Bayou State (CABS). It WBS agreed 
that decisions need to be made concerning officers "for the group. site~ nnd programs 
for future meetings, and dues. 

For the time being we decided to call ourselves "The Committee for the Classics in 
Louisiana. n A final decision on the name .d1l be made Bt the m"eti ng on 'May rr 
You will find information on that meeting at the end of this issue. The prospects 
for a strong organization in Louisiana seem excellent, and we hope you w11l make an 
effort to attend the meeting and become a part of the group Irom 1tH I",,,inning. We 
hope to see you there. • 

Charlayne D. All"" 
Kenneth F. K1tcl,ell, Jr. 
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REPRINTS 

LATIN STUDENTS SCORE HIGH ON SA'! AND ACHIEVEMENT TESTS 

• 
Data recently made available by the Educational Testing Service reveal a 20% 

increase in tb,e number of students taking the Latin Achievement Test in 1980 and a 
slight rise in the mean score on this exam: the national mean for the 1570 examinees 
in 1979 was 524, while this year's 1823 participants scored a mean of 529. The 20% 
growth in the number of examinees is an important indicator, in the absence of current 
enrollment figures for all states, helping to confirm what other evidence suggests, 
that national enrollments in Latin are indeed on the upswing. 

Just as importantly, the SAT Verbal average for those students taking the Latin 
Achievement Test (568, up from 567 in 1979) was 144 points higher than the national 
average for all students, which again declined this year (from 427 in 1979 to 424 in 
1980). Moreover, while national SAT Math averages also dropped slightly in 1980 (from 
467 to 466), Latin Achievement Test participants scored a mean of 588, up from 585 the 
preceding year, 122 points higher than the mean for all students. 

By comparison with students taking the Achievement Test in other foreign 
languages, Latin students fared most favorably. The SAT Verbal and Math average for 
Latin Achievement Test examinees (568 and 588, respectively) were significantly higher 
than the averages for those students taking the Achievement Test in Spanish (500 
Verbal, 539 Math), French (540, 566), and Hebrew (552, 580). Lest the argument be made 
that Latin naturally attracts superior students and their their higher SAT averages 
reflect primarily that circumstance, it should be pointed out that students taking the 
Achievement Test in German, also generally regarded as a difficult language with appeal 
only to the exceptional high schooler, scored markedly lo,",er on the SAT Verbal (536) 
and Math (582) than their counterparts in Latin. Only students taking the Achievement 
Test in Russian outscored the Latin students in Math, averaging 599; the Russian 
students, however, again scored much lower on the Verbal section (524). 

1-'hile many factors must be taken into account when interpreting standardized 
test scores, it can nonetheless be stated unequivocally (1) that Latin students 
nationally, at least those taking the AchievElOent Test, have again in 1980 scored 
significantly higher - 144 pointsl - than the national average for the SAT Verbal; (2) 
that their Verbal scores ~e higher even than those of students taking the Achieve~ent 
Test in other languages, including French, Ge=an, Hebre,,', Russian and Spanish: (3) 
that their Math scores were also much higher - 122 points - than the national average, 
and higher than those for students of all other languages except Russian (reflecting at 
least in part the correlation between mathematical skills and linguistic proficiency in 
general and the orderliness and regularity of Latin grammar in particular); and (4) 
that, while the decline in national SAT scores continues, the number of stud~nts taking 
the Latin Achievement Test is increasing (by 20:: over the last year), their Ach1eve!:lent 
Test scores have increased, and their scores on the SAT itself have incrcasod. 

The demonstrated strength of high school Latin students, by comr~ri son "ith 
their monolingual counterparts and even "ith their counterparts in tho modern foreign 
languages, coincides ,dth widely reported stucies on the correlation bctl.'ecn the study 
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of Latin· ·and English reading comprehension and vocabulary 
other age groups, ranging from fifth graders 
professional-school-bound college students. 

University of Georgia 

skills among students of 
through graduate- or 

Richard A. LaFleur 

Reprinted with r:el"TTliBsion from C~asBiaaZ JournaZ 76.:5 (198-1),254 
• 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * . . ---.. 
LATIN TEACHER SHORTAGE 

We are not training enough Latin teachers todayl 

For the past two years secondary school Latin programs, in alarming numbers, 
have experienced curtailment or even termination because Latin teachers could not be 
found to fill the jobs. In some communities the desire among parents and 
administrators to begin offering Latin has been frustrated by this shortage. And in 
many areas it is impossible to find competent substitutes in Latin. 

The shortage is not limited to any type of school or to any part of the 
country, although in our rural areas it is more critical. We hear of problems in 
Massachusetts, Georgia, ~ississippi, Ohio, and Montana. Last year Oklahoma needed 11 
new Latin teachers and had to settle for almost none; the unfilled poaitions 
disappeared. Similarly, in Texas there were only 9 applicants for 12 positions. The 
New England Latin Placement Service reports that in 1978/79 it located 72 candidates 
and 107 jobs; in 1979/80 it located 55 candidates for 70 jobs. And we have similar 
figures from the Classical Association of the Atlantic States. 

At a time when there is a demonstrable resur.gence of interest in Latin -
enrollments are up across the country, we are not able to meet the increased demand for 
teachers. In fact, we are falling perilously behind. 

The crisis is right now. High school teachers, guidance counsellors, Schools 
and Departments of Education, Foreign Languages and Classics Departments, State 
Departments of Education should all be aware of it. Students who have an interest in 
languages or classics should be encouraged to think about beco~ing certified in Latin. 
It's a safe bet, particularly if combined with another language or field. 

The above letter was written to Depar-tments and Sahools c! Educction by James A. 
Barthelmess, Di,'eator of tohe National Coordinating Offiae foT' ::.::tin and Gr6ek. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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AROUND THE STATE 

JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL IN NEW ORLEANS 

• Those so-called "dead" languages, Latin and Greek, are alive and well at 
Jesuit, thank~ to a strong classical tradition and enthusiastic students. 

"We are probably teaching more Latin and more Greek to more students 
than most of the universities in town", says Stephen Pearce, Chairman of the 
Classics Department. Jesuit offers five years of Latin and four of Greek. Only 
four other high schools in the nation teach that much Greek, Pearce notes. 

Jesuit's emphasis on Latin and Greek is a long-standing tradition, 
dating back ,-to when the schoDI' s first graduates tDDk degrees in "the classical 
course". Today, as then, the strength of the classics department lies in the 
students. 

"The students at Jesuit are the kind who demand Latin," Pearce explains. 
"They get very emDtionally and intellectually invDlved in it." 

Why are these YDung men SD excited about an ancient language? 

"It's a different perspective that YDU get," says junior David Howell, 
whD is taking fourth-year Latin and second-year Greek. "It shows us aspect~ of 
different cultures and different peoples." 

Jesuit's success at teaching the classics isn't based on any secret 
formula. "There's nothing modern or revolutiDnary about this department," 
admits Pearce. "It's just the tried and the true; just as traditional as it has 
ever been. 11 

The first Latin course focuses on grammar. The second continues the 
granunar instruction and adds readings from Caesar. By the third year, students 
are reading Cicero and Sallust; and by fourth year they are doing translations 
of Virgil's Aeneid. Fifth year is devoted to HorBce, Ovid, Bnd Catullus. 

tI\~e are very dem;?-nding. It Pearce says. "Although it is not a college 
course, we are covering 'the same material Bnd perhaps covering it B little bit 
more thoroughly Bnd certainly with more time spent between the teacher and the 
student." Teachers often work with individual students or small groups after 
schoDI or during lunch period. 

The Greek program devotes two years to grammar and Homer's Od"5sc\'. 
Third year students continue the Gospel of John and read Seven Greek lyric 
poets.. "By the time they leave us, It Pearce says, "they have had some contact: 
with most Df the majDr dialects Df ancient Greece." This year ahout 41 young 
men are studying Greek, and 289 are taking Latin. Enrollmcnt fluctuatcs, hut 
there has been a small, constant increase since 1973. 

"Ei printed \o,Tith permission from JaYllotes, Christmas, 1981, p. J 0" 



5 

REVIEWER'S CORNER 

• 

Classical Calliope, published monthly by the Ivy Close Publishing Co., 
New Bedford, Mass. 

Classical Calliope began· publication in January of 1981 and this 
new-born enterprise seems sure to find its way into many classrooms where Latin, 
Greek, or any form of the Classics is taught. Each issue is a brisk 14 pages 
and is very fully and tastefully illustrated. The articles, suited for junior 
through senior high school, are clearly written and of varying length. ranging 
from four pages on Roman marriage or the Greek temple to a one paragraph recipe 
for muctacei (sweet wine cakes). Each issue cleverly concludes with two or more 
puzzles (crosswords, find-a-word,' word scrambles) whose clues are all taken from 
the terms found in that particular issue. Some issues are Latin oriented, some 
are Greek oriented. 

The editors seem to know their material and audiences equally well. 
Difficult words, for example, are defined in the text for younger students and 
yet the magazine as a whole steers clear from the simpering catering to younger 
readers I was afraid I would find and which was guaranteed to raise howls of 
derision from the teen aged boys I taught in Chicago and Baton Rouge. Rather. 
the wbole look of the magazine is that of being (finally) Latin's answer to 
those classy magazines our German and French colleagues have access to. The 
editors b'oth have M.A. 1 S and, perhaps more importantly, both have taught in 
public and private junior and senior high schools. Their expertise shows. 

I recommend Classical Calliope for your men pleasure, as a gift or .,ward 
for that special student, or for general classroom use ~here it could scrve as 
the basis for each month's discussion of ancient civilizat.ion and serv,-, BS a 
welcome break from drilling forms. A one year subscription costs $12.00 (Sl.OO 
per issue) or $10.00 when 15 or more are ordered at once. Scnd ord"r~ to 
Classical Calliope, P.O. Box 595, South Dartmouth, ~!ass. 02748 • 

. , 
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AUXILIUMI 

• 

A movie on catapults in action, a copy of The Roman Times, color posters of 
Latin manuscripts, belt buckles with an image of Medusa, bumper stickers and buttons 
identifying a LATIN LOVER - these are some of the items avsilable from I'ornpeiiana, 
Inc. This classical studies corporation which began in 1974 adds new materials to 
its catalog each year. Although it is not necessary to be a member of the group in 
order to buy materials, the fee is nominal ($5.00) and membership offers an 
.attractive benefit. In addition to receiving copies of all Newsletters published 
during the year, members may order, free of charge, one slide/cassette presentation 
per month. Pompeiiana has produced eighteen programs, consisting of slides snd 
half-hour tapes, which members may reserve well in advance. The presentations cover· 
such diverse topics as "Pompeii Revisited," "First National Cstapult Contest." (If 
you sre a real catapult enthusiast, become a contributing member for $15.00 and 
receive a free copy of Catapult ·Desigri, Construction, and Competition)." Classic and 
European Architecture in Indianapolis," and "In Search of Caesar." 

A limited number of books is available, among them several soft-bound (and 
inexpensive) books from the Cambridge University Introduction t·o the Ilistory of 
Mankind series. These books are well-illustrated and interesting to most secondary 
school students.· Pamphlets and booklets include propaganda for use wi th guidance 
counselors and parents ("Latin . • • Your Best Educational Investment" and "Latin: 
What would you Advise?" which points out SAT benefits of the study of Latin). but 
they also offer "Mythology: Heroes Old and New" (one of the new heroes is Superman), 
and "Centerfolds" a beguiling title which turns out to be original student 
translations. 

Among the posters, again a limited number but some excellent sclections, one 
which is particularly arresting is that of a Roman soldier in full bat tIc regalia 
with the message in bold black and gold - THE RO}~ ARMY NEEDS YOU. Color pOfiters of 
Latin manuscripts, although not so dramatic, look very att racti ve and ,",cll ,",orth 
$1. 50. 

For a catalog (which 
Pompeiiana, Inc., 6026 lti~ianola 

includes membership and order 
Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind. 46220. 

forms), ",·rite to 
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~QUID AGITUR?~ 

JCL State Convention 

JCL members from twenty schools in Loui~iana will converge upon the LSU 
campus in Baton Rouge, MArch 5-6 to participate in the annual convention. Two 
very full days of 'activities are planned, with academic competitions as well as 
contests in oratory and costumes, chariot racing, a Roman banquet and fashion 
show, and a Mini-Olympics. Bona fortuna to all the contestantsl 

RaUy Day 

Plans are being finalized on the LSU campus for the annual Rally Day, a 
state competition involving literary, speech and music events. Latin I and II 
contests are included in the program, to.be held this year on April 17 in Baton 
Rouge. Since Latin is considered an "open event," students come directly to the 
state competition from individual schools without competing and winning at the 
District level. Teachers interested in the competition should check with their 
school principals. Booklets with complete information and entry forms have been 

. mailed to all schools which are members of the Rally organization (Participating 
schools must be members). If you can possibly attend with your students please 
do sol Nothing can help Latin more than getting the kind of state wide exposure 
a contest like this affords. It is also good for your school in general as well 
as for the student who will be eligible to win a $500 scholarship. 

If you cannot obtain a copy of the booklet, please write to Archie L. 
Lejeune, P.O. Box 16003, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La, 70803. 
The deadline for completed applications is April 9. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CANWS SOUTHERN SECTION: CALL FOR PAPERS 

All members of the Southern Section of CA11WS are cordially invited to 
attend our next biennial gatherings. November 4-6, 1982, in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. This will be a joint meeting "'ith the Classical Association of 
Virginia, hosted by the University of Virginia • 

. , 
The deadline for submission of abstracts for the progr= 1s April 15, 

1982. In addition to our regular sessions of scholarly and pedagogical papers, 
we are planning a Vergilian session, a session On the Classics in the South, and 
a session devoted exclusively to papers by graduate students. Collea!'ues at 
:astitutions with graduate programs are urged to encourage su'b=iss!on of 
ac,stracts by graduate students (which should be so desip:stec). o"c-pnge 
abstracts for all papers should be sent to the Scu~hern Section 
Secretary-Treasurer (please give your name and academic affiliaticn as you "'ould 
like them to appear on the printed program, and indicate any Budio-"isulll 
e'luipment required): Prof. Richard A. LaFleur, Secy .-Trefts.. C-A.'llo.'S Southern 
Section, Department of Classics, University of Geor£ia, Athens, (:'J. 30602. 
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Second Meeting of CZas(Jics Assooiatioll .. 

Plans have been made for the second meeting of the Committee for the 
Classics in Louisiana, to be held on Saturday, May 3' ,on the LSU campUH. A 
tentative program is outline below, along with the inev1tllble form to be 
completed and returned to us as soon as possible. We are plllnni ng a workshop 
format, with some formal presentations, but with plenty of opportunity (or 
discussion and participation. Please try to attend, <IS decillions need to be 
made which affect the future of the group. 

Program for MAY l! Meeting' 

• 
Location: Room 205 Prescott Hall, LSU oampus 

• 
lO:OO-10:30AM 

10:30-11:00 

11 :00-11: 1.5 

11:Z5-1J:3C 

11:30-12:30 

Welcome and Introductions 

Louisiana State-Ap[!l'Oved 1'cxtboolw: 
Presentations by high school and 
'coHege teacilers of available texis and 
those already in use. 

Coffee Break 

Survey of A-V Mat .. n,iJ:s 

Fi Zm: In Search of UZysscs 

]2:30-1:30 Luncil. (The LSU Stude'lt lillion serves 
lunch, and th.n'" are numcr'ou9 
restaurants close /.0 th{' campLa!). 

] : 30-2: 30 Business Meeting: 
Matters to be decl:ded inclu,u ';om" of 
organization, ofIicer's, dues, dates, 
sites, and prOf/l'ams of Iuture meetinge. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * • 

Please complete the form below and return it as soon as possible to The Editors, 
Louisiana Classicist, Department of Classical, Germanic, and Slavic Languages. 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La, 70803. 

PHONE 

Yes, 1 will attend the meeting. 

1 caunot. attend, but I am interested in becoming ..... 111f'td:ct- of the 
associat.ion . 

• 
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