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FROM THE EDITORS 
Readers of the newsletter will be pleased to see that we have re

turned to some of our original features which had to be omitted in the 
fall, due to lack of space. "Around the State" spotlights another 
thriving Classics program in Louisiana, "Auxilium" will guide you 
through mythology filmstrips, and "Reviewer's Corner" offers a look at 
re ference books,. In addition, there is "real n news to report, and we 
hope you will find much of interest in this issue. 

Before you begin, we have several requests. If the newsletter is to 
remain (or to become) relevant to you, we need contributions from the 
readers. Reviews of texts, supplementary books, tapes and filmstrips 
are most welcome. Readers have expressed a desire to hear about success
ful teaching ideas and units, as well as programs. In addition to your 
contributions, we would appreciate suggestions about what you would like 
to see in the newsletter. Secondly, the newsletter is the most efficient 
means of communicating news of Classics openings and teachers available 
for such positions. If your school has a vacancy, please ask your prin
cipal to send us a letter with the details. If you are looking for a 
position, write us also. Remember, the newsletter reaches all schools 
in the state where Latin or Classics courses are taught, and it goes to 
m~~y people outside of Louisiana. 

Finally, we would like to thank Mrs. Rosa Nicolle of Broadmoor High 
in Baton Rouge for a generous contribution which is subsidizing this 
issue of the newsletter. Multas gratias! 

************************************************************************ 

SPRING W';ETING OF leA IS SATURDAY, APRIL 30 IN NtW ORlEANS 

*******************************************~********** ****************** 
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REPORT OF THE LCA FALL MEETING 

The LCA met November 20 at the student Union Building of Louisiana 
State University, Alexandria. Following a morning of joint meetings 
with the Louisiana Foreign Language Teachers' Association, where we 
heard reports concerni~g developments in the state Department of Educa
tion, Pat Lawrence provided an extremely refreshing and interesting 
illustrated lecture, "The Use of Art in Teaching Languages and Litera
ture." 

Afterwards, President Charlayne Allan presided at the LCA business 
meeting. Secretary-Treasurer Martha Beveridge reported that the Asso
ciation's assets were $253.44 and that there were 38 members. Next the 
proposed constitution was read and adopted; it was announced that the 
next meeting would be April 30 at the Isidore Newman School in New Orleans. 

In her report on the newsletter, Charlayne Allan indicated the 
high cost of publication; Rosa Nicolle graciously offered to help defray 
the cost of printing the next issue. Ken Kitchell urged merrJJers to make 
use of the many services CAMWS offers. Charlayne Allan reported that 
she is still investigating whether or not it is possible to receive PIPS 
credit for attending LCA meetings. various members announced several 
upcoming events, conventions, and contests in the late winter and early 
spring. 

The final order of business was discussion of whether we should 
continue to have our fall meetings jointly with the LFLTA. There was a 
motiDn that the LCA send a delegation of three members to the fall 
meeting of LFLTA and that this delegation report to our membership, but 
that the~e be no requirerrent that the LCA hold joint meetings. The motion 
was seconded and passed. The meeting adjourned at 4:20. 

* * * * * * * 
NEWS FROM LCA 

* 

Martha Beveridge 
secretary-Treasurer, LCA 

* * * * 

Our spring meeting will be held on saturday, April 30, 10 am -
12: 30 pm, at Isidore Newman School in New Orleans. The program will 
include presentations on indoor archaeology (Kenneth Kitchell), projects 
and promotional activities for the Latin class (Prudence Moreland), and 
a session on using the Latin Cambridge Course with fifth and sixth 
graders (Jay Lees). We think the latter will include a demonstration 
with some of Jay's students, so that will surely be a lively part of the 
program. Prudy Moreland will pass on some of the ideas which have made 
the Latin program at Istrouma, Baton Rouge, ene of the most successful 
in the state, and the title alone of Ken Kitchell's presentation, "Up 
the sandbox," should be sufficient to generate interest! Teaching 
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materials from the American Classical League will again be on display, 
so those of you who had little time to browse through them in Alexandria 
will have another chance. The final program and schedule will be corning 
in a March newsletter, along with a map and a form for reservations, but 
the date is a final one, so save April 30 for LCA. 

* * * * * * * 

Char layne Allan 
President, LCA 

* * 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

* * * 

At the business meeting on April 30, LCAwill elect officers for 
1983-84. According to the recently-adopted constitution, the vice
president (Althea Ashe) will automatically assume the presidency. Also 
in accordance with the constitution, a nominating committee, chaired 
by the present vice-president, will receive nominations from the member
ship at large, and choose a slate of officers to be presented at the 
spring meeting. The nominating committee consists of Althea Ashe (Baton 
Rouge), Joe Park Poe (New Orleans), and Pat Price (Monroe). 

Nominations may be made by any member of LCA, and anyone interested 
in holding an office should not hesitate to submit his or her own 
name. Nominations should be sent by March 15 to the chairman: 

Althea Ashe 
3524 Redlands Drive 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70814 

As mentioned above, the office of president is filled by the 
present vice-president, so nominations should be made for the offices 
of vice-president and secretary-treasurer. The chairman, after con
tacting each nominee, will forward all information to the committee, 
which will then present its slate to the association on April 30. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

NOTA BENE 

New guidelines for high school curricula have been suggested 
by an LSU study group. These will affect language study. Details 
corning in next newsletter. 

* 
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NEW SUMMER PROGRAM AT LSU 

The Classics section of the Department of Classical,Germanic 
and Slavic Languages at LSU has submitted a proposal to the Univer
sity to offer PIP courses for the first time in the summer semester. 
If the University okays the Section's proposal, two courses will be 
taught on the Baton Rouge campus beginning on June 9, 1983. Latin 
4007 (Latin Prose composition) and Latin 4010 (Survey of Latin Lit
erature) will meet for three hours each every day, Monday through 
Friday, for three weeks, ending on July 1. Each course carries three 
hours credit at the undergraduate or graduate level. 

In recent years many secondary Latin teachers have requested that 
such courses be made available by the state university system in the 
summer, and this is the first proposal to put your request into actual 
effect. It is essential that you take advantage of the program if it 
is to succeed and continue. 

As soon as the University officially confirms the summer program, 
the Classics Section will be in touch with all the Latin teachers in 
the state to give details of registration, housing, course times, etc. 
If you would like further details now, the Section will be happy to 
let you know all it can at this time. Write to: Dr. William Clarke, 
Acting Head, Classics section, Department of Classical, Germanic, and 
Slavic Languages, Prescott 217, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, 70803. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

~ QUID AGITUR? ~ 

JUNIOR CLASSICAL LEAGUE CONVENTION --- March 4 and 5, at LSU campus, 
Baton Rouge. Contact Mrs. Prudence Moreland, 4022 Lanier Drive, Baton 
Rouge, 70814 for more information. 

STATE RALLY --- April 9 at LSU campus, Baton Rouge. Contact A.L. Lejeune, 
PO Box 16003, LSU, Baton Rouge, 70803. Remember that the oral section of 
the Latin test has been eliminated. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FESTIVAL --- April 9 at University of Southwestern 
Lousiana, Lafayette. Contact Laura Walker, Coordinator of USL Foreign 
Language Festival, USL, Lafayette, 70504. 
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AROUND THE STATE 
GOOD NEWS! A GROWING LATIN PROGRAM 

50 students in 1978 ••• 195 in 1983! One instructor in 1978~ •• two 
full-time and one part-time instructor five years later! The Latin 
program at Isidore Newman School in New Orleans has expanded and - with 
the support of administration, faculty, and parents - promises to 
e~and even more. 

until the fall of 1982 a student could opt to take Latin in the 
7th grade and continue for five years, if he or she wished. While the 
number of students choosing Latin has always been smaller than that se
lecting French and Spanish (particular~y the number continuing for the 
full five years), the number has been increasing steadily, and last 
year we had our first 5th year class and first AP candidates (with one 
rating of 5 and two ratings of 3 out of the six who took the exam. 

This past September, however, all 75 fifth-graders at Newman were 
introduced to Latin as part of a new school policy that Latin will be 
a required part of the 5th and 6th grade curricula. Jay Lees, who has 
proved to be a very effective and enthusiastic teacher, uses the Cam
bridge Latin Series and has been very impressed with the way the students 
have been able to comprehend spoken and written Latin and even to write 
small paragraphs themselves. As for the students - one has only to visit 
a class and see the hands eagerly waving in the air or hear such comments 
as, "But, Daddy, I can f t have a doctor's appointment then - I'll miss 
Latin! II to realize that these students are very excited about learning 
the ancient tongue. 

Inasmuch as the program and teachers are relatively new, we are 
still working out the details and deciding on the best texts. It is 
still too early to know exactly how and when we will introduce those 
who have begun the Cambridge Series to caesar, Cicero, Catullus, etc. 
Nor do we know how many who have begun in the 5th grade will continue 
with Latin in the high school. But if _as we hope- these students 
can read Latin well by the time they are in the early years of high 
school, we should be able to offer also a 2-3 year Greek program. 
Constance Campbell, who teaches middle school Latin, would like to 
promote a more active Latin Club than there has been in the past, and 
Martha Beveridge, the coordinator of the program, is looking towards 
the day we might provide a summer program in Italy and/or Greece. 

Dr. Martha J. Beveridge 
Coordinator, Latin Program 

(Editors' Note: See the New York Times Winter Survey of Education, 
January 9, 1983, for an excellent article on teaching Latin to young 
students, "Latin Is Alive and I\rell in Grade School. ") 



-6-

AUXILIUMI 

MYTHS, ANYONE? 

An excellent way to integrate mythology into a Latin course is through the use 
of filmstrips. Two companies that produce some excellent mythology filmstrips are 
Educational Audio Visual (EAV) and Imperial Educational Resources (IER). 

Three filmstrip sets used together that give the student an excellent overview 
of mythology are: Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece, Sets I and II. (EAV) , and 
Classical Mythology (IER). Although Sets I and II of Myths and Legends are 
purchased separately, they actually comprise one set and will be treated as such 
in this review. 

Each filmstrip has advantages and disadvantages according ·to·theteacher's 
purpose in using them. Classical Mythology consists of four filmstrips and four 
cassette tapes, and one of them, entitled "The Gods of Mount Olympus," is a superb 
introduction to the twelve Olympians and the characteristics of each. Interesting 
facts concerning the gods and goddesses are discussed (e.g., why Juno wanted to 
destroy Troy). The other three filmstrips in this set are entitled: "The Iliad" 
and "The Odyssey (Parts I and II)." 

Myths and Legends, Set I, consists of five filmstrips and two cassette tapes. 
There is no emphasis on the gods, as indicated by the titles of the filmstrips: 
"Orpheus and Eurydice,1I "Jason and the Golden Fleece," "King Midas,1I "The Labors of 
Hercules," and "The Wanderings of Ulysses." Set II, also composed of five film
strips and two cassettes, includes: "Daedalus and Icarus," I1The Trojan War," 
"Baucis and Philemon," IITheseus and the Minotaur," and "Perseus and Andromeda. 1I 

Used together, the filmstrips from these two companies provide a good general 
overview of the Olympians, several short myths, and an overview of the Iliad and 
the Odyssey. The IER treatment of the Iliad and the Odyssey is more in depth, 
but it leaves out the· familiar story of the Trojan Horse. 

The Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece filmstrips are accompanied by a 
transcript with a short introduction of each story. There is also a full-page 
introduction of mythology which is excellent material for discussion. There is 
no transcript available for the Classical Mythology filmstrips. 

One more point of comparison: although both sets use colored cartoon-type 
drawings, the IER frames are more eye-catching and hold the students' attention 
better than those of the EAV filmstrips. 

The cost of Classical Mythology is $ 90.00. For more information write: 
Imperial Educational Resources, 19 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570. The 
cost of Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece, Set I is $95.00, and Set II is $95.00. 
For more information write: Educational Audio Visual, Inc., Pleasantville, NY 10570. 

Althea Ashe 
Catholic High, Baton Rouge 
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REVIEWER1S CORNER 

WHO WAS THAT MASKED REFERENCE?? 

Part the First 

We have all had that mixed blessing of an inqulrlng student asking 
us, "Well, then, what did the Eomans use for underwear?", or "Just 
exactly why did Theseus have to go to Crete?". For these moments 
of sinking despair, publishers have long put out a number of 
so-called reference works. Some are good, some bad. Some expensive, 
some actually cheap. Some are fun to read, others would make 
augury look exciting. The following is the first part of a brief 
but practical guide to some major works you should know about. Some 
are for you, some for your students, some for your own shelf, some 
for your library. 

The Oxford Classical Dictionary, ed. by NGL Hammond, H.H. Scullard, 
1173 pages, Oxford, 2nd edition 1978, $39.95. 

This is the grandfather of all reference books for your desk. 
It is complete, thorough and has the advantage of having each article 
written by an expert in the field. A bibliography comes with each 
article. It is superb for reference to people, authors, common 
places and is especially good for topical articles like "Tragedy" or 
"Rhetoric". Very good to prepare quick overview type lectures to 
give general background. It is not illustrated and is certainly not 
for students except advanced college and up. A good gift perhaps 
for a teacher friend or for a student who is majoring in Classics 
at the university level. Your library should have one as well. 

Who Was Who in The Greek World, ed. D. Bowder, 227 pp., 
Phaidon Books! Cornell University Press, 1982, $29.95. 

Who Was Who in The Roman World, ed. D. Bowder, 256 pp., 
Phaidon Books, 1980, $28.50. 

These books were recently reviewed favorably in the New York Times 
Book Review by D.J.R. Bruckner. His enthusiasm encouraged me to 
inspect the first, Roman, volume. The Greek volume is not yet in the 
library. 

The strongest point for the book is the clear writing. The 
audience intended to use this book is not one of scholars and the 
writing is tailored to fit. The illustrations are a nice addition 
and usually to the point. There is a chronological table on pp. 6-8 
that is of use as are the many, clear maps in the text. 
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A comparison with the OCD shows this volume has nothing the 
OCD does not and the OCD has much this does not. There are no 
mythological articles here, no genre articles on literature or 
history. The thrust is biographical. Thus we have Tarquin, Numa 
and Scaevola, but no Aeneas, Cacus, or Sibyl. 

The set seema expensive in a way. Compare the $60.00 for 
the two volume to the price of one OCD which has more information. 
But the information here is well laid out and is clear. It is well 
suited for students to use for reports and background work on famous 
Romans and Greeks. See to it you library gets a copy. 

E. Tripp, 1970 

This is the new version of the old faithful, Crowell's Handbook 
of Classical Mythology' It is complete, well written and thorough. 
It has references to ancient literature and an amazing amount of 
interesting information of the most interesting of people. I have 
found things here that I have found nowhere else in English. Strongly 
recommended as gifts, personal use, library copy. prizes for contests. 

Dictionary of Classical Mythology, J.A. Zimmerman, 1966, 300pp., 
Bantam, $2.75. 

A shorter desk top mythology reference book of good merit. 
Quite thorough with shorter entries then the Meridian. But what is 
here is nicely written and to the point. Well worth the money and 
recommended for younger students (geared for grade nine and up) 
for desk top reference, and library shelves. Excellent prizes 
and gifts. References to late English and French literature, also 
make it a useful gift for the beginning English major. 

Kenneth F. Kitchell 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The National Geographic, December 1982, includes an article on 
new archaeological finds at Herculaneum (with plenty of color photo
graphs), and related articles on the Mediterranean and ancient Egypt. 
A very detailed map, "The Historic Mediterranean," accompanies the 
magazine. 
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BUDDY,CAN YOU SPARE A BUCK??? 

We hope the Louisiana Classicist is of use or enjoyment to you 

(maybe both?). To date we have been supported by LSU and by CAMWS but 

these funds are slowly dwindling. Each issue costs $75.00 and at four 

issues a year this means all the dues from the Louisiana Classical 

Association will do nothing but support the newsletter. 

Yet there are other things for us to do. For example, we hope 

to have a state-wide Latin or essay contest soon. 

If you have not already become a member of the Louisiana Classical 

Association, could we ask for a donation of just $1.00 to help cover 

mailing and postage? It would mean a lot. 

Times are tough, to be sure, but "Buddy, can you spare a buck"? 

Thank you. 

Editors, The Louisiana Classicist 

Classics 

LSU Baton Rouge, LA 70803 

Donations of $1 or, if you wish to join LCA, dues ($5 for regular 
membership and $10 for supporting membership) should be mailed to 

Dr. Martha J. Beveridge, secretary-Treasurer 
Isidore Newman School 
1903 Jefferson Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70115 
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