
The Louisiana 
Classicist 

Volume V, Number 2 Spring, 1986 

Editors: Char1ayne D. Allan and Kenneth F. Kitchell, Jr. 
The Editors welcome the submission of materials for publication. 
Send all items to the Editors, Louisiana Classicist, Department 
of Foreign Languages and Literature, Prescott 222, LSU, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70803-5306. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As so many of you know, the first LCA convention to follow 
the annual format was a raging success. About 60 people attended 
from allover the state as well as from Mississippi. The play 
presented by the students of The Isidore Newman School was a 
great success Friday night and was followed by a most enjoyable 
social gathering. On Saturday the exhibit room was as busy as 
it was excellent. The talks and panels covered a wide area and 
were of high quality. In short, a great success. I wish to 
thank personally all those who helped make it so. Their work 
was hard, constant, and most appreciated. 

I regret to announce here also that I am stepping down as 
president of LCA before my term expires. Dennis Kehoe, your 
vice-president, has agreed to step in early and take over the 
responsibilities of the presidency. I ask you to give him the 
same help you have offered me this last year. My reasons are 
essentially practical. I have served one full year and, as many 
of you know, I am chairman of the CAMWS Committee for the 
Promotion of Latin. It is a most time consuming activity, if 
it is to be done right and I want to be sure that the upcoming 
year of LCA continues in our ever improving pattern. For proof 
of the great things Latin is doing in the state, just read 
further in this newsletter. 

Let me end by urging all of us not to go to sleep at the 
wheel. You know of the budget crisis in the state. You know 
that foreign languages and Latin in particular are and have been 
easy targets for cutting in the past. If we are to continue to 
grow it means hard work and support. Join LCA and CAMWS today, 
come to our meeting (tentatively scheduled for November 
15 .... save that day), have your students write essays for our 
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contest. Help us make Latin so strong no one in the state dare 
touch it. 

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF LCA 

The Louisiana Classical Association held its first annual 
two-day meeting at the Prince Murat Inn, Baton Rouge, on November 
1-2, 1985. On Friday evening, members and guests enjoyed The 
Oracle, a play presented by the students of Isidore Newman School 
in New Orleans. The play and the reception immediately afterwards 
were both well-attended, setting a tone of success for the 
reminder of the conference. 

At the business meeting on Saturday morning, the proposed 
amendment to the constitution was approved. Elections will now be 
held at the annual meeting. It was agreed that current officers 
will retain their positions until the next annual meeting.The 
membership report showed 44 members for 85"':86, with 11 supporting 
members, 33 regular members, and 9 new members. Ideas on how to 
use LCA money were discussed, and it was suggested that we 
consider sponsoring an Excellence in Teaching cash award. 

Char1ayne Allan reported that the newsletter continues to 
get support from the LSU Department of Foreign Languages, 
although this situation may change next year with budget cuts. 
Requests were made for corrections in the mailing list and for 
contributions to the newsletter. 

After the report on the Essay Contest, the membership voted 
to give cash awards, instead of trophies, beginning next year, to 
winners of the contest. The first place prize will be $15.00, 
second place $10.00, and third place $5.00. Lora Kehoe and Martha 
Beveridge are working on a plan to alternate between formal essay 
and creative writing in successive years, and also to establish 
guidelines for graders and explicit directions for each type of 
contest. They will make a report on their progress at the next 
executive meeting. 

CAMWS Vice-President Lora Kehoe spoke briefly about the 
activities of that organization and encouraged LCA members to 
join and to ask for funds from the Committee for the Promotion of 
Latin for promotional activities. 

Martha Beveridge made a request for reimbursement for some 
of the expenses incurred in putting on the play for the fall 
meeting (approximately $60.00). It was suggested that the request 
first be submitted to CPL. 

The Registration Committee for the conference announced that 
59 people had registered for the meeting. 

Four sessions followed the business meeting: The Forgotten 
World of Medieval Latin; Panel Review and Discussion of Text
books; Open Session for Scholarly Papers; Alternative Authors for 
Second and Third Year Latin. 

Elizabeth Hall, Secretary-Treasurer 
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REPORT ON THE ESSAY CONTEST 

The contest was a success this year with more students than 
ever before participating. Most gratifying was an increase in 
the number of students in upper grades submitting essays. You 
may remember that the task was to rewrite an ancient myth in 
modern guise. All the readers reported how enjoyable their task 
was this year and praised the high quality of the papers. 

Our congratulations to all those who participated and 
especially to the following students and teachers who won either 
a prize or a certificate of commendation. 

LEVEL I Grades 6-8 

First prize: David Denechaud (Isidore Newman, Allison Rhymes) 
Second prize:Kyle Duncan (McKinley Middle, Prudence Moreland) 
Third prize: Patricia I. Dickson (Isid. New., Martha Beveridge) 

Certificate .£i Commendation: Leland Daugherty (McKinley), Abby 
Doyle (Isid. New.), David Gambrell (McKinley), Sara Goldstein (Isid. New.) 
Catherine Gorman (Isin. New.), Mark Greenberg (Isid. New.), Anne Hains 
(McKinley), Jane Hobson (Isid. Newman, L. Kehoe), Mitchell McNay lor 
(McKinley), Jane Park (McKinley)," Alana Richardson (Istrouma, P. 
Moreland),Adam Shnaider (Isid. New.), David Wagner (McKinley), Marlowe 
Ward (Isid. New.) Heather Williams (Istrouma) 

LEVEL II Grades 9-10 

First Prize: 
Second Prize: 
Third Prize: 

Alice Shin (Baton Rouge H.S., Joan Kulage) 
John Wells (Isidore Newman, Martha Beveridge) 
Camille Kagy (Mount Saint Mary's, Ms. Riley) 

Certificate of Commendation: Sonya Adams (BRHS), Garvin Davis 
(McKinley Sr.", B. To"nes), Enoch Huang (BRHS)," June Johnson (BRHS), 
Holly Lasiter (Ms. Riley), David Morse (Isid. New.), Douglas McConnell 
(BRHS), Tison Pugh (Catholic HS, K. Murchison), Nima Rowhani (Isid. New.) 
Barry Starr (Isid. New.) 

Level III Grades 11-12 

First Prize Trey McCay (Isidore Newman, M. Beveridge) 
Second Prize; Glenn Rumfellow (Baton Rouge HS, J. Kulage) 
Third Prize; Steve Veitch (East Jefferson HS, Rose Bouldin) 

Certificate of Commendation: Steve Herman (Isid. New., L. Kehoe) 
Shelli Smith (Istr~ma HS, J. Poynter), Felicia Wheat (Mt. St. Mary's) 
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AROUND THE STATE 

CLASSICS AT EPISCOPAL HIGH 

In the last year and a half, the classics program at 
Episcopal High School of Baton Rouge has undergone major 
changes. New teachers, a revised sequence, increased enrollment, 
and added courses are all part of the changes; but most impor
tantly, Episcopal is now graduating students with mastery of 
advanced Latin skills. Indeed, will Latham and Rebecca Runnels, 
two members of the school's first Latin IV class, scored 710 and 
800 respectively (out of a possible 800) on the Latin Achievement 
Test. 

Part of the credit for this belongs to Episcopal's new 
headmaster, Paul Hancock, a strong supporter of classics who 
recruited the two classicists now on the faculty: Michael Nill 
who had three years teaching experience at Greenhill school in 
Dallas before coming to Baton Rouge, and Ted Mazurek, a recent 
graduate of Yale University. 

The program is rigorous, traditional, and simple. Students 
first master Latin forms and syntax and then go on to translate 
Roman authors in the original. Texts used for learning the 
fundamentals are Latin: Our Living Heritage (Breslove) and Latin 
(Wheelock). For supplementary readings, Cambridge Latin Program 
books are used. Students may start Latin as seventh or ninth 
graders. Since the seventh and eighth grade courses are the 
equivalent of a Latin I course, students taking Latin in the 
middle school advance to Latin II as ninth graders. In the fall 
semester of Latin II, the subjunctive is studied; in the spring 
students begin reading. All Episcopal students take three years 
of the same language in the upper school. 

Classics has recently gotten into the curriculum in a lot of 
other ways also. A Greek Literature in Translation course is 
offered for juniors and seniors, and there is a mythology 
elective for eighth graders. In upper school English classes, 
students now study mythology and read the Odyssey. Finally, the 
Classics Department offers seventh and eighth graders a special 
Latin-based course designed to strengthen general language 
skills. 

A recently-formed Latin Club is visible and active. Its more 
than forty members inaugurated this year the first Greek and 
Roman day on which Latin students wore togas and performed a pla'y 
for the rest of the student body. (See Editors' Note below.) It 
also recently sponsored a Classics Quiz Bowl match to which all 
students and faculty were invited. 

Despite all these changes and the growth of the program, the 
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Classics Department wants to achieve more. Next year it will 
experiment with teaching Greek as part of the Advanced placement 
Vergil class. The Department has also been active in establishing 
close ties with the English Department. Only time will tell what 
the exact shape of the program will be, but right now at Epis
copal the study of classics is very much alive, and the Latin 
teachers aim to keep it that way. 

(Editors' Note: These students recently performed the play 
Auricula Meretricula to a large and enthusiastic crowd of high 
school and college students at LSU. Officers and advisors of Eta 
Sigma Phi, who sponsored the event, agreed that it was our 
liveliest and best-received program of the year.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
GOOD NEWS FOR LOUISIANA CLASSICISTS 

Mary Moffitt Aycock of Houma, graduate student in Latin at 
LSU, has been awarded the CAMWS scholarship to study at the 
American Academy Summer Program in Rome. 

Neal Nett, Latin teacher at woodlawn High School in Baton 
Rouge,has received an NEH grant to participate in the Institute 
for Latin Teachers," The Romans: Their Language, Their Lives From 
Republic to Empire," which will be conducted in two five-week 
sessions for the next two summers at the University of Georgia. 

Kyle Duncan and Rance Craft, students of Barbara Jones at 
McKinley High in Baton Rouge, have earned a perfect score on the 
1986 National Latin Test. For Kyle, Latin II level, it is the 
second perfect score in as many years. Rance made his perfect 
mark on the Latin III exam. 

Rebecca Runnels of Episcopal High School has just been 
awarded the Bean Classics Scholarship from the College of the 
Holy Cross where she will major in Classics and math next year. 
The scholarship covers all tuition expenses.--Congratulations to 
Rebecca and the Latin teachers at Episcopal. It might be of 
interest for the readers (and Rebecca) to learn something of Fr. 
Harry Bean who taught one of your editors at Holy Cross between 
1965 and 1969. He was a tall, lean, athletic Jesuit who was one 
of the few teachers ever to get this editor to laugh at plautus 
and first introduced him into Medieval Latin. He also had the 
distinct honor of being the man who convinced basketball great 
Bob Cousy to stay at Holy Cross when he thought of transfering. 

Michael Nill, Rebecca's teacher, adds to this list of 
honors and to the accomplishements of those at Episcopal High. 
He has been named a 1986 Fellow for the Independent Study in the 
Humanities. This Council for Basic Education program is funded 
by the NEH and carries a $3,000 stipend. Michael becomes one of 
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150 fellows selected out of 900 applicants and will now spend 
eight weeks studying the 20th century plays, poems, and novels in 
which classical myths playa prominent role. 

Further evidence of the good strength of classics in 
Louisiana is confirmation of a fact that so many have known for 
so long. Charlayne Allan was awarded the George Deer teaching 
award for excellence in teaching at LSU. A richly deserved 
award for her, good news for Latin in the state! 

Congratulations from the Editors to all of the 
special appeal to members throughout the state to 
about achievements and honors for classicists in your 

INTER ALIA 

above and a 
let us know 
area. 

A recent edition of Newsweek on cam~us carried a full page 
article espousing the benefits of maJoring in the classics. 
Send a self-addressed stamped envelope to K. Kitchell, Foreign 
Languages, Prescott 222, LSU, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-5306 and he 
will send you a xerox free. 

Time, not to be outdone, ran an article of excellent 
smaller schools in its April 28, 1986 issue. Rollins college of 
Winter Park, Florida has gone from being a "fun-in-the-sun 
country club" to an excellent school which now has reached a 
condition where five apply for each open freshman slot. The new 
president, Thaddeus Seymour, started by killing both the business 
studies and the cummunications degrees. He then resurrected its 
classics programs in both Latin, Greek, and translation courses. 
Talk about relevant! 

Beginning May 19 PBS stations across the country will begin 
running a six part series entitled In Search of the Trojan War. 
The searcher is historian Michael Wood and he travels to Greece, 
Turkey, Ireland, and Berlin as he tries to discover whether the 
Trojan War really occurred. 

The-I-know-you-don't-deserve-this-feature of the month is 
this truly horrible limerick perpetrated on me by a student 
recently 

There was a young pastor of Kew 
Who kept a brown cow in a pew. 

There he taught it each week, 
A new letter in Greek, 

But it never got farther than Mu. 
An article last summer in Punch carried some even worse 

puns. Samples include: 

hic jacet ........ old-fashioned coat 
post mortem ...... mail strike 
noli me tangere .. I do not wish to dance with you 

6 



• 

compos mentis .... mint sauce 
carpe diem ....... fish fry tonight 
fiat lux ......... car wash 

Masochists can also have a copy of this free with a self
addressed envelope. 

NEW CONTEST Last time we asked you for the name of 
Caligula's horse. This time it is Hannibal's elephant. The 
first two to give it to us win a prize. Members of Hannibal's 
army and residents of Carthage are ineligible to apply. 

FULBRIGHT SEMINAR ON CLASSICS IN ITALY 

High school teachers of Latin or Greek and college instruc
tors or assistant professors of the Classics are eligible for a 
Fulbright grant to study at the American Academy School of 
Classical Studies and the Vergilian Society at Cumae in the 
summer of 1987. Applicants should note, however, that the 
deadline for applications is October 15, 1986. Interested 
teachers should write for application packets to the following 
address: Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program, E/ASX, United States 
Information Agency, 301 4th st., S.w., washington, D.C. 20547. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
LATIN IS ACCEPTABLE AT LSU! 

It seems that a rumor has been making the rounds to the 
effect that Latin would not meet the new LSU 1988 admission 
requirements. Barbara Jones, Latin teacher at MCKinley High in 
Baton Rouge and coordinator of the gifted program there, tells us 
that she has received official notification from the admissions 
office that Latin certainly is acceptable. Thanks to Barbara for 
squelching a nasty rumor. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
LATIN JOB OPENINGS 

Trinity Episcopal Day School in Natchez, Mississippi, 
announces a vacancy for the 1986-87 school year. The Latin 
program begins at grade seven and runs through twelfth 
grade. Address all inquiries and resumes to Ronald Sykes, 
Headmaster, Trinity Episcopal Day School, Rt. 1, Box 482, 
Natchez, MS 39120. 

There is also a job available at The Louisiana School for 
Sciences and Mathematics, 715 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 
71457. 

For complete job listings around the 
by the American Classical League, contact 
LSU. 

7 

country as published 
Kenneth Kitchell at 



Women 
Susan 
1983. 

REVIEWER'S CORNER 

in Ancient Greece and Rome. By Marjorie Wall Bingham and 
Hill Gross. St. Louis Park, MN: Glenhurst publications, 

Pp. 125. Paperback edition $6.95. 

This small text, one in a series from the Women in World 
Area Studies Program, 'provides a valuable resource for the high 
school teacher who wishes to integrate the study of women into a 
course in Latin, Greek, Classical Civilization, or Ancient 
History. The unit book includes a social history of women ranging 
from the Minoan Civilization to the Byzantine Empire, incorpo
rating women of varying social classes from slave women to Greek 
hetaerae to Roman imperial women. It concentrates wherever 
possible on individual personalities, and a good number of 
ancient sources supplement the text, which is generally accurate 
and balanced. 

The book combines an excellent brief survey of women in 
antiquity with interesting excerpts from primary sources, ample 
illustrations, maps and charts, chronologies, a selected biblio
graphy for students, and a short glossary. 

A teacher's guide ($1.25), including objectives, questions 
for discussion, and a sample unit exam, is available, as well as 
a sound filmstrip ($29.95). Although the quality of the filmstrip 
is not always the best, all the visuals are taken from ancient 
sources, such as tombs, sculpture, and coins, and the filmstrip 
itself provides a good review of the entire unit. 

A microcomputer package to accompany the book has been 
produced in Apple lIe and Commodore 64 format. The introductory 
price was $54.95 last fall, but the regular price of 79.95 may be 
in effect by the time of this writing. 

I have seen and used the unit book, teaching guide, and 
filmstrip, all of which can be recommended highly for the high 
school classroom. The text, divided into chapters on various ages 
and groups (the Bronze Age, Hellenistic Age, Etruscan Women, 
etc.), lends itself to use as short units to be introduced at 
intervals throughout the semester, or it can be taught as one 
extended study of women in classical antiquity. For more infor
mation or to order materials, write to Glenhurst publications, 
Central Community Center, 6300 walker st., St. Louis Park, MN 
55416. 

Charlayne Allan, LSU 
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c:./b QUID AGITUR? ~ 
June 25-28 American Classical League Summer Institute at 

Miami University, Oxford,OH (Contact Geri Dutra, 
ACL Office, Miami Univ., Oxford, OH 45056.) 
National Junior Classical League Convention, 
Indiana Univ., Bloomington, IN: (Louisiana 
teachers contact Michael Nill, Episcopal High, 
Baton Rouge, LA, 70816) 

August 3-8 

November 14-15 Louisiana Classical Association annual meeting, 
Baton Rouge, LA (Contact Dennis Kehoe, LCA 
President, Department of Classics, Tulane Univ., 
New Orleans, LA, 70118) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

JJ«5)OIlll uiflJ@IillW 

The American Classical League 
Dues: $15.00 a year 

. . . Offers Its Members . . . 
The Classical Outlook 

Teaching Materials and Resource Center 
National Junior Classical League 
National Latin and Greek Exams 

Teacher and Student Scholarships . 
Wide Scope of Colleagues 

New Materials and Information 

Name: __________________ ___ SEND DUES TO: 
Address: 

School: ___________ _ 

Amount Enclosed: _____ _ 

American Classical League 
Miami University 
Oxford, Ohio 45056 

TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN LCA 

Since our association has moved to an annual meeting in the 
fall, we can no longer take advantage of the spring meeting to 
collect dues. Won't you save our secretary-treasurer the work of 
sending out reminders (and save LCA the postage) by sending a 
check to join or renew your membership? Complete the form below 
and mail it with your check to Elizabeth Hall, The Louisiana 
School, 715 College Avenue, Natchitoches, LA 71457. 

Name 

Address _______________________________________________ _ 

Phone _______________ School or College ________________________ __ 

1986-87 Supporting Membership 
1986-87 Regular Membership 
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