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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The second annual LCA convention, held last November 14-15 
in Baton Rouge, was a very successful event. As at our first 
annual meeting, about sixty people attended, again representing 
every type of academic institution in the state, and I think that 
the meeting again provided an important forum for the exchange of 
ideas. The papers on pedagogy and on scholarly subjects were all 
stimulating, and appealed to the various interests of our 
organization's diverse membership. The display room provided an 
excellent exhibition of the ancillary materials available to 
Classics teachers. Finally, the Certamen Ciborum on Friday night 
played no small part in making the meeting a success; it was a 
unique and thoroughly enjoyable social event that combined in 
proper proportions fun with learning about Roman society. I 
would like to thank everyone who helped to make the meeting such 
a success. 

Let me take this opportunity to ask you to begin thinking 
about next year's meeting. Teachers of Classics in Louisiana are 
characterized by their dedication and creative approach to 
teaching, and I encourage everyone, but in particular the new 
teachers in the state, to use the annual meeting in order to 
share your ideas with your colleagues. please send me your 
suggestions concerning papers, panels or social events for next 
fall's meeting. 

I hope that you all have a good summer. 

Dennis Kehoe 
president, LCA 

(Editor's Note: The fall meeting has been scheduled for October 
30-31. Send your proposals for papers, panels, etc., to Dennis at 
Department of Classical Languages, Tulane University, New 
Orleans, LA 70118.) 
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LOUISIANA CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION BUSINESS MEETING 

The business meeting of the second annual LCA conference 
took place on November 15, 1986, at 9:00 am in the Magnolia Room 
of the Ramada Inn in Baton Rouge, with Dennis Kehoe, acting 
president of the association, presiding. Dennis opened the 
meeting with a short welcoming statement and a thank-you to those 
whose efforts made this meeting possible. 

The first order of business was presentation of the 
candidates for office for 1986-87. Elizabeth Hall was nominated 
for the office of vice-president, and Jane poynter was nominated 
for secretary-treasurer. Both candidates were accepted by 
acclamation. Dennis Kehoe, as vice-president for 1985-86, is the 
president for 86-87. 

REPORTS 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dennis read the treasurer's report submitted 
by Elizabeth Hall in absentia and covering the account through 
November 5, 1986. The closing balance was $1024.79. It was 
noted that expenses for the conference have yet to be paid. 
Membership for 86-87, as of November 5, was 8 supporting members, 
28 regular members (including 4 new members), and 36 total 
membership. 

Following this report there was a discussion of the use of 
funds as well as the sources of revenue for LCA. Ken Kitchell 
stated that the essay contest last year netted a minimal profit 
and the convention last year also brought $50-70 additional funds 
to the treasury. This year, however, he foresaw the convention 
exceeding its funds from registration due to the cost of some of 
the events planned. He suggested that we might increase the 
convention cost next year to offset such expenses. The second 
item raised was the possibility of a scholarship for Classics 
sponsored and funded by the LCA. 

Charlayne Allan suggested that the association consider 
raising the prize amount of the annual essay contest from $5, 
$10, and $15 to something a little more significant. Ken 
Kitchell suggested the prizes be restructured. Dennis Kehoe 
suggested a book award. There was then a return to the 
discussion of a scholarship. Ken Kitchell suggested the 
possibility of soliciting funds for this purpose and then putting 
those funds in an interest-bearing account. The interest could 
perhaps support a scholarship in the range of $200. It was 
decided that we need an ad hoc committee to study this idea so 
that we might have a concrete proposal for the next annual 
meeting. 

After further discussion Dennis asked if persons 
interested in exploring the question of an LCA scholarship would 
approach him after the meeting. He also suggested that the 
newsletter be used as a forum for ideas from the membership on 
this question. 
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Newsletter: Charlayne Allan reported that the commitment from LSU 
for the cost of the printing was assured for the remainder of the 
1986-87 year. She made the usual plea for articles from the 
membership for the newsletter, and requested any changes in the 
mailing list, or additions to the list. 

CAMWS: Lora Kehoe, vice-president for Louisiana, reported that 
membership seems to be increasing slightly each year. She 
reminded the group of the scholarships available and she 
encouraged members to consider applying for CPL funds when 
classroom activities involve a promotional activity for the 
language. It was also brought out that if the school library 
subscribes to CAMWS, the library will get the last four years of 
publications free. 

Essay Contest: Ken Kitchell reported that a newsletter has gone 
out to all high school and middle school teachers setting 
December 31, 1986, as the deadline for submission of essays. He 
made a plea for more schools to participate in the contest. The 
subject for this year's contest is Roman foods. 

New Business: Carlos Fandal asked if there were any plans for 
pursuing the use of 8g funds for language enhancement in the high 
schools. He stated that there was a specific clause on funds to 
hire teachers in needed areas, and Latin would certainly qualify. 
He recommended that the LCA go to the state department and 
present demands for such. Such an effort should be put together 
quickly as the budget proposals for the 1987 Legislative Session 
will be in committee by late January or early February. 

Dennis stated that there seemed to be three essential needs 
on which we should proceed: 1) cultivating the contacts with 
government; 2) putting together a proposal; 3) developing the 
proposal into a concrete plan of action. He appointed an ad hoc 
committee to work on this idea with Dr. Fandal as chairman. 
Committee members are Jane Poynter, Kathleen Murchison, Mary 
Moffit Aycock, and M.J. Schexnayder. 

Carlos Fandal raised a second item for discussion, the 
question of teacher training. He suggested that this organization 
could and should consider going to BESE on the subject of Latin 
teacher training and try to affect this issue. Those with ideas 
on this should write the committee. Ken Kitchell volunteered to 
make a folder for each committee member on the status of Latin in 
Louisiana schools. Due to the full program, the discussion was 
closed and the meeting adjourned at 9:55 am. 

Minutes submitted by Jane poynter on behalf of Elizabeth Hall, 
Secretary, 1985-86. 
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AROUND THE STATE 
LJCL STATE CONVENTION 

This year's convention was held in Baton Rouge at the 
Holiday Inn South February 19-21. The host school was Episcopal 
High School. The convention was a tremendous success due to the 
efforts of Dr. Michael Nill and Mr. Ted Mazurek of Episcopal, and 
to the generous support given by their school and its faculty and 
staff. Although the bulk of the convention was held at the 
hotel, the Olympic Event and the graphic arts display were at 
Episcopal. Friday morning began with a welcoming address by Rev. 
Paul Hancock, Headmaster of Episcopal High, followed by the 
introduction of candidates for state office, and then it was on 
to academic competitions, workshops, certamen, the Roman banquet, 
certamen finals and a dance! 

Saturday morning began with the Olympic Event in a chilly 
drizzle, but the show went on. Everyone also had an opportunity 
to view the graphic arts at that time. After a quick lunch all 
gathered for the final assembly and the results of the various 
contests. The Sweepstakes Award went to MCKinley High, whose 
delegation won enough contests to bring the school total to 132 
points. Baton Rouge High was second with 78 points; The 
Louisiana School was third with 71; MCKinley Middle, fourth with 
70 points; and Istrouma Middle placed fifth with 64. Individual 
students scoring the highest number of points were Kyle Duncan of 
MCKinley High, 17 points; Rance Craft of McKinley High, 16 
points; Jim Taylor of The Louisiana School, 15 points; Martin 
Johnson of Baton Rouge High, 14 points; Emil Bova of Baton Rouge 
High, 12 pOints. Congratulations to all the above-mentioned 
schools and students, as well as to all the participating schools 
and their winners. 

The 1987-88 state officers are President: Garvin Davis, 
Scotlandville Magnet High, BR; Vice-President: Gayden Carr, 
Episcopal High, BR; Secretary: Karen Allen, Istrouma High, BR; 
Treasurer: Ronald Russell, The Louisiana School, Natchitoches; 
Historian: Leland Daugherty, Baton Rouge High; Parliamentarian: 
Kyle Duncan, MCKinley High, BR; National Delegates: Chris Elford 
and Jon Yenari, both of The Louisiana School. 

Finally, a special word of thanks to Mrs. Penny Kent of 
parkway High in Bossier City, and Dr. Michael Nill, the state co
chairmen for LJCL, for a most enjoyable convention. 

(And thanks from the Editor to Jane Poynter of Istrouma High in 
Baton Rouge for the above summary of the convention.) 
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RESULTS OF THE ANNUAL LeA ESSAY CONTEST 

I am pleased to report on the results of this year's essay 
contest whose topic was "Roman Food". You may recall that this 
year's rules called for the essays to be more formal in nature 
and not "creative" (certain judges threatened dire results if 
they read one more time machine essay!). This also marks the 
first year that we have moved to cash prizes, offering $15 for 
first prize, $10 for second, and $5 for third. 

We had 164 entries this year, a noticeable increase over the 
125 of last year. There were also more entries at the upper 
levels, a goal of this year's contest. It therefore seems that 
the decision at the last LCA meeting to move to cash prizes was a 
good one. 

This is my last year coordinating the contest and I 
thank all those throughout the three state area who have 
generous with their time in reading essays for LCA. Your 
are as appreciated as they have been important. 

Kenneth Kitchell 
LEVEL I (Grades 8 and below) 

wish to 
been so 
efforts 

First Prize: Richard Bachmann (Isidore Newman, New Orleans, Ms. 
Kehoe) 

Second Prize: 
Third Prize: 

Adele Parham (Isidore Newman, Ms. Kehoe) 
Bill Axelrod (Isidore Newman, Ms. Rhymes) 

Honorable Mention: Billy Conescu (Newman, Kehoe); Shelley 
Duncan (Istrouma Middle, Baton Rouge, Prudence Moreland); Stephen 
Farnsworth (Newman, Rhymes); Mark Greenberg (Newman, Kehoe); 
Herman Jeffer (Newman, Rhymes); Hallie Lanier (Newman, Rhymes); 
Katie Lilich (Newman, B. Johnson); Arthur Mintz (Newman, Kehoe); 
Lisa Moses (Newman, Kehoe); Allison Rubenstein (Newman, Rhymes); 
Jean-Francis Mannina (Newman, Kehoe); Kimrick Pierson (Newman, 
Kehoe); John Riddick (Newman, Rhymes); Nicole St. Martin (Newman, 
Rhymes); Roni Shapira (Newman, Rhymes); Graham Stafford (Newman, 
Rhymes); Stephani Thorne (Istrouma Middle, Moreland); Trey Stoltz 
(Newman, Kehoe); Sandy Villere (Newman, Rhymes); Meredith Wells 
(Newman, Johnson). 

LEVEL I (Grades 9-10) 

First Prize: David Williams (Isidore Newman, New Orleans, B. 
Johnson) 

Second Prize: Leslie Barkowski and Wendy MCKinney (Mount st. 
Mary's Academy, Little Rock,Maureen Riley) 

Third Prize: Jennifer Sepeda (St. Joseph's Academy, Baton 
Rouge, E. Spanhoff) 

Honorable Mention: Sonya Adams (Baton Rouge H.S., J. Kulage); 
Edmond Fitzgerald (Newman, Rhymes); Richard Marks, (Newman, 
Rhymes); Lynn Simmons (Copiah Academy, Gallman, MS, M. Traxler) 
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LEVEL III (Grades 11-12) 

Leonor Prieto (Isidore Newman, New Orleans, L. 

Alex Po on (Baton Rouge H.S., J. Kulage) 
Katie Krichbaum {Copiah Academy, Gallman MS, M. 

Honorable Mention: Mary Adams (Newman, Rhymes); Jenny Barrett 
(VandeEilt Catholic, Houma LA, M. Aycock); Brad Breeding 
(B.R.H.S, J. Kulage); Kelli Eisenbraun (E. Jefferson H.S., 
Metairie, LA, R. Bouldin); Gwen Kelley (E. Jefferson H.S., 
Metairie, LA, R. Bouldin); Jo Pullig (B.R.H.S., J. Kulage); 
Kimberly Russo (E. Jefferson H.S., Metairie, LA, R. 
Bouldin); Kay Yada and Jeri Ward (Mt. St. Mary's, Little 
Rock, M. Riley) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Editor's Note: The following two articles grew out of a 
discussion held at the 1986 annual meeting of topics of concern 
to our secondary school teachers. Two LCA members agreed to 
describe their experiences in the areas of summer graduate 
programs and the certification process for a teacher coming from 
out-of-state. 

TWO SUMMER GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN CLASSICS 

In August, I moved from Arkansas to teach Latin at the 
Louisiana School in Natchitoches. In my desire to become 
acquainted with other Latin teachers in the state, I attended the 
annual meeting of the Louisiana Classical Association. During 
the course of the meeting, I mentioned that I completed an M.A. 
degree in Classical Humanities through summer study alone. I also 
stated that I intend to complete a D.A. (doctor of arts) degree 
in Classics in the same manner. Having heard this, the editor of 
the newsletter asked me to write an article about my experience 
with summer graduate programs in Classics. I hope that the 
following information will be of use to other Latin teachers. 

When I graduated from college, I wanted very much to pursue 
full time graduate study in Classics, but was financially unable 
to do so. I tried to think of a way in which I could complete an 
M.A. degree while teaching full time. Luckily, a friend suggested 
that I apply for admission to the summer M.A. program in 
Classical Humanities at Texas Tech University. After four summers 
of study, I received the M.A. degree which I had wanted so much. 

After I earned this degree, I gave serious thought to 
doctoral study. Since my experience at Texas Tech had been a 
very positive one, I began to look around for a university where 
I could earn a doctorate in Classics by attending summers only. 
After much research, I located only one such institution, 
Syracuse University. I applied for admission, was accepted, and 
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spent my first summer at Syracuse in 1986. I hope to have my D.A. 
degree after another four summers. 

In conclusion, I would say that summer graduate study in 
Classics is a viable alternative for those who wish to pursue 
their graduate studies, but cannot do so full time, during the 
regular school year. Those who would like further information on 
either of these two programs can write to the following people: 
Dr. Edward V. George, Department of Classical and Romance 
Languages, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX 79409; and Dr. 
Donald H. Mills, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, 
316 H.B. Crouse, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 13210. 

Daniel N. Erickson 
The Louisiana School, Natchitoches 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
YOU CAN BE CERTIFIED! 

With patience you can get a teaching certificate to teach 
Latin in Louisiana. The first step is to apply. I sent copies of 
all my transcripts to the Department of Teacher Certification in 
the Department of Education. A reply came back stating that 1 
should have approval from an education department at a Louisiana 
college or university. I thought this strange since I had 
received certification from Ohio and Arizona simply by submitting 
my transcripts and having the necessary hours. 

Nevertheless, at the suggestion of a fellow teacher, I 
visited the Department of Certification in Baton Rouge and had 
one of the supervisors review my transcripts. We discussed my 
background, nine years of teaching experience in Latin in private 
schools, and the fact that I have two master's degrees, one in 
Classical Studies and the other in Elementary Education. The 
conclusion of the discussion was that I should file an appeal. 

I picked up the necessary forms, read over the list of 
required documents, mailed out all requests for transcript 
copies, teaching experience verification, copies of various 
evaluations and recommendations, copied everything six times, 
collated everything into seven neat packets, and shipped the 
whole package to the Education Department. A couple of weeks 
later, I received my credentials to teach Latin in Louisiana. 

Had I not received the certificate at this stage, there 
would have been other steps I could have taken. Those involve a 
personal appearance before the Board of Elementary and secondary 
Education. At these sessions, the applicant can present his case 
personally and answer all questions of the Board members. From a 
teacher who has gone this route I was told that a clear 
presentation with adequate documentation is rarely turned down. 
However, one needs to avoid the attitude that a certificate is 
owed him/her, that it is his/her right, etc. 
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Another point to remember is that the applicant must move 
the appeal along. Do not assume that someone in the Department 
of Education is taking care of the matter. If a step is not 
successful, inquire about the next step and whom you should see. 
If at all possible, visit that person, review your position and 
ask for advice. In talking to those who have taken these steps, 
their opinion is that if someone goes to the trouble of pursuing 
and presenting his/her case, that person is assured of a fair 
hearing and has an excellent chance of having the request 
granted. Finally, of all the things required in this process, 
the most important is perhaps the recommendation of your 
principal or supervisor. 

* * * * * 

M.J. Schexnayder 
Slidell High School, 
* * * * 

INTER ALIA 

New Orleans 
* * 

It may be that this resurgence of things classical is 
getting a bit out of hand. Near LSU they are building a Circle K 
store and are currently installing the large underground gasoline 
tanks. There they sit, some thirty feet long and bright red, and 
their name, for reasons unknown, is "Xerxes."The canal through 
Mt. Athos perhaps? Likewise, when I bought my annual copy of TV 
Guide for the Super Bowl I found in it the indispensable 
knowledge that the dreaded Dobermans which prowl the estate on 
Magnum P.I. are named Apollo and Zeus. 

Wait, there is more. While waiting in the doctor's office 
recently I read the inevitable Sports Illustrated. In it was a 
story on the Chicago Bears' wide receiver Willie Gault, stating 
that he was much deeper than a mere ballplayer. The title? "All 
of Gault is Divided into Many Parts." I recently washed my hands 
under a Naiad faucet in the LSU library. And a machine at my 
health club is called the Icarian. No, it does not force you to 
fly, and no one there knows why it is called this. Do yOU? 

To make it worse, a student recently told me about the names 
of some of the Transformers. You know them. They look like 
robots but turn into trucks. The kids can turn them into trucks 
- I just curse softly at them as they--betray my clumsiness. In 
any case, the names of three of them are clearly based on Latin. 
Their leader is aptly named Optimus Prime. Another is Ultra 
Magnus. Large indeed. The latest, my student informs me, is 
named Rotamus Prime. with a name like that you have probably 
guessed already. He turns into a truck with many wheels. 

Finally, the thing that tells me it has gone too far is 
found in Flying Visits by Clive Barnes. He quotes Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's book Arnold: The Education of a Bodybuilder,in 
which Arnold, that ultimate classicist type, quotes plato as 
saying man should strive for balance between the mind and the 
body. Barnes adds, "There is something to it, even if you can't 



9 

help wondering what Arnold's mind must look like if his body is 
balanced by it." 

OK, I will stop and venture a peace offering. 
in history asked me to identify the following 
couldn't. Can you? The answer appears at the 
newsletter. 

ROMULUS AND IT U /J IT 

A colleague 
puzzle. I 
end of the 

Kenneth F. Kitchell, Jr. 
LSU 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
GOOD NEWS FOR LOUISIANA CLASSICISTS! 

Congratulations to two Louisiana Latin teachers who have 
received Fulbright grants for summer study in Greece and Italy. 
Lora Kehoe of Isidore Newman School in New Orleans will study at 
the American School in Athens, and Jane Poynter of Istrouma High 
in Baton Rouge will attend the school of Classical Studies at the 
American Academy in Rome. Members of LCA will look forward to 
hearing from these two when we gather in November for the annual 
meeting. 

(Note: Secondary school teachers 
professors at the college level who 
for the Fulbright grant for summer 
for an application to the Fulbright 
United States Information Agency, 
Washington, D.C. 20547.) 
* * * * * * * 

and instructors or assistant 
are interested in applying 
study in Italy should write 

Teacher Exchange Program, 
301 Fourth Street, S.W., 

* * * * 
JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN LCA 

Since our association has moved to an annual meeting in the 
fall, we can no longer take advantage of the spring meeting to 
collect dues. Won't you save our new secretary-treasurer the 
work of sending out reminders (and save LCA the postage) by 
sending a check to join or renew your membership? Complete the 
form below and mail it with your check to Jane Poynter, 2016 
Cherokee Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70806. 

Name 

Address 
------------------------------------~----------

Phone School or College ____________________ _ 

__________ 1987-88 Supporting Membership 
__________ 1987-88 Regular Membership 

$10.00 
5.00 

(Answer to puzzle: Romulus and Rebus) 
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