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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Last November's annual LCA meeting was a lively and 
successful event. Latinists and Grecophiles from almost every 
kind of school in LouiSiana, and from Mississippi as well, heard 
a variety of scholarly papers, took part in discussions of 
pedagogical resources, and gleaned ideas from the book and 
project displays, not to mention enjoying the reception on Friday 
night (again with Roman delicacies). In looking ahead to the 
1989 meeting, I would like to invite you to send me proposals for 
papers, and suggestions for panels or sessions on topics that 
interest you. The date for the conference has already been set, 
october 20-21, a little earlier than usual, so we will need to 
make final plans for the program in the early fall. Among other 
business, textbooks will be a concern, since the time for the 
State's compilation of an official list draws nearer, and the LCA 
will have the opportunity to make specific proposals. 

Don't forget that the deadline for application for the 
College Scholarship, which we expect to award for the first time 
this fall, is May 30. You can send donations to the Louisiana 
Classical Association Scholarship Fund to Jane Poynter. Include 
a donation, if you like, with your 1989-90 dues. (See the 
membership renewal form at the end of this newsletter.) please 
encourage anyone you know who is interested in the cause of 
classics to enlist and participate. In my experience, the people 
who have lent themselves to this organization in the past are 
among the most interesting, intelligent, and humane creatures 
around. 

I look forward to seeing you all after the summer's respite. 

Lea Olsan 
LCA President 
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TEACHING WORKSHOP PLANNED FOR FALL MEETING 

The LCA Executive Council is pleased to announce that a team 
of teachers funded by the National Latin Exam will be presenting 
a workshop on teaching for our 1989 LCA annual conference. Jane 
Hall, NLE Chair and a member of the faculty at Mary Washington 
College in Virginia, and Sally Davis, NLE Committee and Latin 
teacher at Wakefield High School in Arlington, Virginia, will 
lead the workshop on Saturday, october 21. The workshop will be 
divided into two parts: using the National Latin Exam as a 
teaching technique, and teaching with a new text, specifically 
Ecce Romani and the Cambridge Latin Course. While both topics 
should be of great interest to secondary teachers, the latter is 
particularly relevant to our membership as a whole since 
Louisiana will be selecting texts during the coming year for 
inclusion on the official state list. 

We hope that our membership and our readers-at-large will 
make plans now to attend the fifth annual LCA conference in Baton 
Rouge. While the teaching workshop will fill our usual afternoon 
sessions, we still expect to offer a full program of scholarly 
and pedagogical papers in the morning, along with our business 
meeting in the morning, and activities (social and culinary) on 
the preceding Friday evening. 

Send your ideas for papers or sessions to LCA President Lea 
Olsan, Department of English, Northeast Louisiana University, 
Monroe, LA 71209-0340. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

LOUISIANA CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
November 5, 1988 

* 

The business meeting of the Louisiana Classical Association 
was called to order by President Elizabeth Hall at 9:05 AM with 
approximately twenty-five members in attendance. Elizabeth began 
the meeting with thanks to members of the local arrangements 
committee. The minutes of the 1987 meeting were approved as 
published in the Newsletter. Jane poynter gave a financial report 
for 1988 through the opening date of this conference, November 4. 
Charlayne Allan reported that the newsletter continues to be 
subsidized by the LSU Department of Foreign Languages, but we 
cannot be assured of that support in coming years because of 
perennial budget problems and the upcoming change in the 
leadership of the department. She will report any changes in 
funding for the newsletter as soon as she consults with the new 
department chair in the fall of 1989. The cost of the newsletter 
to the association remains about $100 per year for mailing permit 
and mailing charges. She requested that all members keep her 
informed about new classics teachers and new programs in the 
state. Material from students or from the membership is most 
welcome, and she specifically asked teachers to review textbooks 
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for the spring issue. 

Dennis Kehoe reported on this year's writing contest. The 
topic will be "Was Caesar's Murder Justified?" Tulane professors 
will judge the entries, and the deadline is February 10, 1989. 
Lea Olsan presented the results of her LCA Scholarship Committee 
in the form of a proposal to be accepted, rejected, or amended by 
the LCA. The proposal provided for a $100 scholarship to be 
awarded to an undergraduate student in a Louisiana university or 
college who is a declared Latin or Greek major or minor, or a 
student with a heavy concentration in Latin or Greek. The 
proposal further stipulates that the selection will be made by 
the executive committee of LCA, and will include the chair of the 
Scholarship Fund as well. The chair of this fund will be 
directed to seek funding for the scholarship. The proposal was 
accepted by acclamation after much discussion on funding sources. 
The first scholarship will be granted in the spring if possible. 
Scholarship discussion produced the following ideas: Ken Kitchell 
suggested a direct mail appeal for donations. He also suggested 
that the Committee for the Promotion of Latin be approached. 
Manfred Schexnayder related his personal experience with a doctor 
whereby fees for a service were given as a donation. He 
suggested that we all may have such possible donors among our 
friends and associates. [See page 5 in the newsletter for another 
of Manfred's fund-raising ideas that produced $250 for the 
scholarship fund.] Elizabeth Hall suggested that there are 
national corporations who particularly like to hire classics 
majors and would be interested in supporting such a scholarship. 
Martha Beveridge suggested we formulate a personalized letter to 
specific people, and Marjorie Olsen recommended that school 
adopters be approached as well. Jane poynter stated that the 
amount of the scholarship must go hand in hand with the size of 
the fundraising effort. It is ludicrous to organize such a broad 
approach for an award of $100 to one student a year. Lea Olsan 
ended the discussion at this point and asked for suggestions on a 
scholarship chair with the time and interest in the discussed 
options. 

The following slate of LCA officers for 1988-89 was then 
presented and approved by acclamation: President: Lea Olsan; 
Vice-President: Carlos Fandal; Secretary-Treasurer: Jane poynter. 
A proposal was made that a special mailing should be done in the 
early spring to consist of finalized plans for the scholarship 
from Lea Olsan, an update on textbook selection from committee 
chair Manfred Schexnayder, and a proposal by Carlos Fandal to 
train Latin teachers in northern Louisiana. Charlayne Allan 
agreed to prepare and mail this to the membership. 

After various announcements, the 
adjourned by Elizabeth Hall at 9:50 AM. 

business meeting was 

Jane Poynter 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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"WAS CAESAR'S MURDER JUSTIFIED?" 
WINNERS OF THE 1989 LCA ESSAY CONTEST 

Dennis Kehoe, Committee Chair, announces the following 
results of the annual LCA Essay Contest: 

Level I 
First Place: Patrick McCraney, Jackson Prep, MS (Patsy 

Ricks, teacher) 
Second Place: Gregory Merchan, McKinley Middle Magnet 

(Prudence Moreland) 
Third Place: Chip Mitchell (Patsy Ricks) 

Level II 
First Place: Bradley Wellborn 
Second Place: Cratin Luckett 
Third Place: Kirby Arinder 

(All three students are students of patsy Ricks at Jackson prep.) 

Level III 
First Place: Alice Green, Louisiana School (Elizabeth Hall) 
Second place: Brandon A. Barnett, Jackson Prep (Patsy Ricks) 
Third Place: Jeff Jones, Jackson Prep (Patsy Ricks) 

Congratulations to these students and to their teachers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
LATIN WEEK AT CAPTAIN SHREVE HIGH 

Captain Shreve High School in Shreveport hosted the first 
annual Shreveport/Bossier City Latin Week during the week of 
March 13-17. The Captain Shreve Junior Classical League 
spearheaded a city-wide effort to encourage area Latin students 
to participate in Latin Week activities. Although many of these 
activities were within the school, Latin Night, March 15, the 
Ides of March, was open to the public. 

TO raise interest in Latin Night the Captain Shreve JCL 
printed and distributed invitations to local clubs, colleges, and 
high schools. The program held in the CS auditorium consisted of 
a lecture by Dr. Steven Clark, professor of Latin at Shreveport's 
Centenary College, and the premiere of Julius Jupiter, a student 
written play recounting the death of Julius Caesar. Because of a 
$200 grant to the JCL by CAMWS' Committee for the Promotion of 
Latin, the program and concessions were provided free of charge. 
Other Latin Week activities included a very successful Latin Week 
tee-shirt sale, a school-wide Latin sayings and quotes poster 
campaign, and a banquet held at a local restaurant to commemorate 
the success of the week-long celebration. All areas of Latin 
Week were successful and well attended. 

AS a thank you to the hard-working 
Latin Weak possible, the Captain Shreve 

JCL members who made 
Latin teachers allowed 
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their students to watch Ben-Hur in its entirety in class during 
the week. Thanks to Captain Shreve's dedication to the promotion 
of Latin, the CS JCL, and CAMWS, Latin Week was a huge success. 

John Kalmbach 
JCL President, Captain Shreve 

(Editor's Note: The author modestly neglected to mention that he 
was the author of the play presented on the Ides of March. NOTATE 
BENE, teachers and students of Latin, the grant from CPL. Funds 
are always available for projects such as these. Perhaps the plan 
for the Captain Shreve Latin Week might serve as a model for 
other such programs. The Louisiana VP for CAMWS, the regional CPL 
chair and the national chair were greatly impressed with the 
master plan, budget, etc., presented by the Captain Shreve JCL. 
write or call Charlayne Allan at LSU for more information. You 
can even get a copy of the plan for this particular project if 
you want some guidelines for submitting a proposal to CPL.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
TRANSLATION MARATHON TRANSLATES INTO MONEY FOR LCA SCHOLARSHIP 

Latin students at Slidell High School recently discovered 
that they had little to fear from the Ides of March when-they 
raised $250 for the LCA Scholarship Fund on that day by correctly 
translating Latin sentences. Their teacher Manfred Schexnayder 
carne up with the idea of a translation marathon in which students 
collected pledges according to the number of Latin sentences they 
could correctly translate from Latin to English. 

On the appointed day, the students translated sentences in 
class. The sentences were then corrected by the teacher, and 
students were informed of the results. Then carne the process of 
collecting the pledges. By the end of the week, a check for $250 
was mailed to the Scholarship Fund. A great beginning for the 
fund, and yet another innovative idea from Slidell High. 
(Newsletter readers may recall the "Adopt-a-Book" program used by 
the Slidell Latin Club to buy more than two dozen books for their 
school library last spring. See the Spring 1988 newsletter for 
details.) Congratulations to Mr. Schexnayder and his dedicated 
and enterprising students! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
MISSISSIPPI NOTES 

Congratulations are in order for Patsy Ricks of Jackson 
Prep, who has received a stipend for 1989-90 from the NEH
Reader's Digest Teacher-Scholar Program. Her project is 
"Significance of Classical Color Symbolism: An Examination of 
Original Greek and Roman Texts." The grant will enable patsy to 
spend next year reading classical authors and gathering material 
from mu~eums. 
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I hope that other Latin teachers will be encouraged by 
patsy's success to take advantage of this new program. The 
program affords an unusual opportunity for high school and middle 
school teachers in all areas of the humanities to devote a full 
academic year to independent research and reading. Additional 
information can be obtained by writing to the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, 1100 pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., washington, 
D.C. 20506, or by calling 202-786-0449. The deadline for the 
next competition was May 1, 1989. Although it is not possible to 
meet this deadline, it is not too early to request an application 
and to begin thinking about applying next year. 

* * * * 
In Mississippi, enrollments in Latin at the secondary level 

appear to be healthy. The most recent records, from 1987-88, 
indicate that in 29 public school districts 1047 students were 
enrolled in first year Latin and 187 in second year courses. 
Currently, 35 instructors are now actively teaching Latin in 
public and private schools. Over 300 students participated in 
the JCL meeting at Jackson, April 8. This number represents a 
slight increase over last year's attendance. 

* * * 

Mark Edward Clark 
Southern Station 5038" 
University of Southern 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 

* * * * 

AROUND THE STATE 

Mississippi 

* * 

The summer brings good news - and travel - for several LCA 
members: Carlos Fandal (Northeast Louisiana University) has 
received an NEH grant for a summer seminar "Roman Art in Its 
Social Context," to be held in Rome. Ken Kitchell (LSU) will 
also be off to the Mediterranean World, as the Director of the 
Summer School of the American School of Classical Studies in 
Athens. (Congratulations to Ken as well on his recent election as 
CAMWS President-Elect!) Jane Poynter (Istrouma High, Baton Rouge) 
will journey to the University of Virginia for an NEH Summer 
Institute, "Tacitus: Historian of the Roman Emperors," and 
Moffitt Aycock (Episcopal High, Baton Rouge) will stay close to 
home, having received an LEH grant for a seminar at LSU on "The 
Hero Myth." Lea Olsan (NLU) will take her work on Latin charms to 
the University of Missouri, where she will participate in an NEH 
Seminar on Oral Tradition in Literature. This all sounds like the 
makings of an outstanding LCA program in the fall! 

New Latin teacher John LaFleur (Scotlandville High, Baton 
Rouge) reports that he has received financial assistance from 
CAMWS toward working for teacher certification in Latin. A new 
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committee of the association headed by Ken Kitchell offers help 
to primary, middle, and secondary Latin teachers who wish to 
attend CAMWS meetings or obtain certification to teach Latin. 
Good luck, John - we need more certified'teachers! 

Congratulations to our Mississippi colleague Patsy Ricks, 
who - as was noted above - has won a sabbatical grant from NEH
Reader's Digest Teacher-Scholar Program. We only hope that her 
research will not keep patsy from attending our LCA conference in 
the fall, and that her replacement at Jackson Prep will keep 
those essayists writing! (See page 4.) 

News from around Mississippi includes a description of an 
interesting project at a new Latin program at Indianola Junior 
High School, where Hilary Sikes teaches Latin I to 35 students. 
Her class held a poster contest, in which they designed collage 
posters either of Domus Mea, their ideal home, or Carrus Meus, 
their ideal car. They cut out magazine pictures of houses, rooms, 
and cars, and labelled all the parts. A recent study of parts of 
the Roman house came in handy, of course, and much help came from 
the ACL booklet, "The Latin and Greek in Your Car." Mrs. Sikes 
reports that many houses were complete with hortus, impluvium, 
canis, feles, and even an avis or two flying overhead. 
Both sets of posters were--)udged by other teachers, and an 
enthusiastic reporter from the local newspaper paid a visit, with 
a nice article and a big picture of the smiling winners with 
their posters. As their teacher says, this is good PR between the 
community and her budding Latin program. We would add, projects 
like this must be good for her enrollment in future Latin 
classes. Thanks for the news from Indianola. 

(Editor's Note: While I pride myself on being well-informed about 
people and their news, my communication network does not extend 
far beyond the bounds of East Baton Rouge Parish. PLEASE write me 
with your summer plans, grants, fellowships, and other news and I 
will update this in the fall newsletter.) 

* * * * * * * * * 

REVIEWER'S CORNER 

M. Balme and J. Norwood, Oxford Latin Course, Parts I-III. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1987. 

According to the Teacher's Guide, the purpose of this text 
is to develop a competence in Latin, to read, understand, 
appreciate and make a personal response to some of the literature 
in the original language, to acquire some understanding of the 
civilization, to encourage an analytical approach to language by 
viewing English in relation to a language with a different 
structure and to encourage the ability to observe, abstract and 
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anaylze information so that one becomes aware of other's motives 
and attitudes (p. 5). This statement can apply to the other 
Latin texts, namely the Cambridge and the Longman's series, that 
rely heavily on a reading approach to Latin. 

Nevertheless, the Oxford Latin Course. uses the life and 
times of Horace as a basis for its journeyings. Much of the early 
life of Horace is fictional and uses his early years in Greece as 
an excuse to bring in tales from the Iliad and the Odyssey. We 
are then carried to the wars of Antony and Octavian against 
Brutus and Cassius. Toward the end of Part II, we begin meeting 
some of Horace's works. Each section has an English introduction 
which explains some historical or cultural note. There are short 
exercises of translating English to Latin to explain and drill a 
particular point of grammar. 

This text is similar to the Cambridge text, but the Latin is 
more advanced and is meant for a first year college text. 

Ecce Romani, White Plains, NY: Longman, Inc., 1987. 

This Latin text in five parts, based on the Scottish 
Classics series of the same name, uses all the material but adds 
some brief translation exercises and translations from Latin 
authors that describe or explain an aspect of Roman life that the 
main figures encounter in their trip to Rome. This series has 
workbooks and teacher's manuals along with other teaching aids, 
such as posters featuring Roman roads, Roman ships, domestic 
situations which are used to drill the students with Latin 
questions and answers. The text has black and white pictures and 
ink drawings. Originally the five parts came in five separate 
paperback booklets, but now they can be purchased in hard cover 
where two and three parts are brought together in one volume. By 
the time the student goes to the fifth part, he or she is 
introduced to selections from Pliny's letters, Cicero's orations 
and some of Martial's epigrams. 

These reading methods texts give the student a good 
introduction to a variety of authors and help to maintain the 
student's interest in Latin and things Roman throughout the first 
two years. with this background, it is hoped that the student in 
the third year will be able to move toward more serious, or 
rather, extended work in a particular author. 

M.J. Schexnayder 
Slidell High School 

(Editor's Note: The author of the above reviews is chairing an ad 
hoc committee for LCA on the selection of textbooks for the 
official state list. Write to him at 104 Bluefield Drive, 
Slidell, LA 70458 if you are interested in serving on the state 
committee or have ideas about textbooks that should be considered 
for adoption.) 
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CULINA PORTIAE 

(Editor's Note: with this newsletter, we begin a new feature, 
Portia's Kitchen. Jane poynter, who has provided LCA members 
with a memorable Roman repast for the last few years at our 
annual meeting, has agreed to share some of her favorite 
recipes.) 

Each time I breeze into Istrouma High School in my pale 
purple stola to the disconcerted looks of the faculty and 
students, I always explain that Jane poynter needed a substitute 
and I, Portia, have just flown in from downtown ancient Rome. 
Sometimes I give details: "Ben Hur's airlines are marvelous, you 
know. You can zip out of the city on a 747 chariot, wave to 
Jupiter as you cross time zones, and be in the province within 
hours." 

The teachers have learned to envy Portia's comfortable 
apparel, and as the years have passed, they have gained a healthy 
respect for Portia's Roman kitchen. The remnants of many a Roman 
banquet has ended up in the teacher's lounge the following day. 
(Of course, there is not a single group, other than prisoners, so 
willing to eat anything once!) 

In this first column, I'll share with you a recipe for 
Tidbits of Apicius* that were so delectable at the 1988 LCA 
meeting, the Sine Die party of the Louisiana House Legislative 
Staff in June, and at Portia's parents' 50th wedding anniversary 
celebration on April 29. 

Remember, fellow Romans, Portia has no oven in downtown 
ancient Rome. It's always better to think in terms of the 
barbeque pit when trying to be authentic. Besides, that smoked 
flavor is the true secret to these delicious tidbits. Along with 
that, keep in mind that those ancients were heavy on garlic and 
black pepper. When the recipe says stuff with quartered garlic 
pods, be GENEROUS. Whole pepper corns crushed in a pestle are 
spiciest. otherwise, purchase the coarse ground or crushed. 

2 packages of country pork strips, stuffed generously with 
quartered garlic cloves 

Rub prepared meat with olive oil and set aside while waiting for 
BBQ pit to be ready. When the fire is ready for slow cooking, 
put on strips and allow to brown as you would pork chops. When 
meat is cooked through and through and any fat has pretty well 
crisped, remove from fire and allow to cool. 
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Sauce for tidbits: 
1 C. Marsala wine (I've used Mateus in a pinch.) 
1 C. rich chicken stock 
3-4 dates chopped 
2 Tbsp. raisins chopped 
2 Tbsp. cinnamon flavored honey 
2 Tbsp. crushed peppercorns 
1/4 tsp. celery seed 
(1-2 tsp. cornstarch with water to thicken sause if needed) 

Combine chicken stock, dates, raisins, honey, pepper, celery seed 
in separate bowl. Bring wine to boil in sauce pan and reduce 
approximately 1/3. Add remaining ingredients and continue to 
simmer while it thickens. (Further reduction will occur.) Add 
pork cut into bite size pieces and simmer, covered, stirring 
occasionally. If sauce is too thin, add the cornstarch; Sauce 
should cling to meat slightly. Taste for any seasoning 
adjustments. 

Allow to sit in sauce before serving and serve in chafing dish. 
Serve with French bread and vegetables for a main course. Freeze 
in sauce for later use. 

*The recipe has as its basis one entered in the Certamen Ciborum 
by Ken Kitchell at the 1986 LCA conference. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
ETC.ETC.ETC. 

Latin teachers may be unaware of a selling point for 
learning Latin, heretofore unexploited. From the pages of The New 
York Times, 28 April 1989, in an article about the travels of 
vice-president Quayle, we read the following: Representative 

\( Claudine Schneider, Republican of Rhode Island, told guests that 
~Mr. Quayle heard her speaking French at a Belgian Embassy 

reception in Washington, and remarked: "I was recently on a tour 
of Latin America and the only regret I have was that I didn't 
study Latin harder in school so I could converse with those 
people." Now I can truly emphathize with my husband, a 
geographer, who bemoans the fact that students don't know where 
Latin America is, or think that Paris and Rome are in South 
America. Perhaps we should check with the Vice-President on that 
too? 

Last semester in a class on Cicero's orations, I offered 
extra points to any student who could bring to class examples of 
literary and rhetorical devices in everyday use. One avid reader 
of Sports Illustrated (November, 1988) piled up bonus points with 
these oxymorons culled from a letter to the editor: jumbo shrimp 
(familiar to all of us who frequent roadside vendors of shrimp in 
south Louisiana), military intelligence, postal service, sanitary 
landfill, and native Californian. An extra point also came from 
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another student's conversation with his fraternity brother who 
had finished the previous semester with a "perfect 2.0 grade 
point ave~age." And finally, one other enterprising student, 
noting that rhetoric still lives among evangelists, recounted 
numerous examples of anaphora and triad in Jimmy Swaggart's 
confessional to a TV' audience of millions: "I have sinned ... I 
have sinned .•• I have sinned." Yes, Jimmy, we know... we 
know ... we know. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU NEED A LATIN/GREEK/CLASSICS TEACHER? 

ARE YOU A LATIN/GREEK/CLASSICS TEACHER WHO NEEDS A JOB? 
WE CAN HELP! 

The American Classical League Teacher placement Service maintains 
dossiers of applicants seeking teaching positions; dossiers are 
forwarded to school administrators upon request from the 
candidate or the administrator. In addition, a periodic 
newsletter listing current openings is sent to all candidates 
whose dossiers are on file. The service is maintained at no cost 
to the school and a minimal fee to the candidate, who must be an 
American Classical League member. ($15 placement fee, $25 ACL 
membership fee) 

Write Robert M. Wilhelm, Director, ACL Placement Service, Miami 
University, Oxford, OH 45056, phone (513) 529-4116. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN LCA 

If you are not a member of the state classical association or you 
would like to renew your present membership, please complete the 
following and mail it with your check, made payable to the 
Louisiana Classical Association, to our Secretary-Treasurer, Jane 
poynter, 2016 Cherokee Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70806. 

Name 

Address __________________________________________________ __ 

Phone 

School or College ________________________________________ _ 

1989-90 Supporting Membership $10.00 

1989-90 Regular Membership $5.00 

Contribution to LCA Scholarship Fund 
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