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R.M. Frazer Retires from Classics Department at Tulane 
Mac Frazer retired officially from his professorship at Tulane 

University aI the entIofthe 1992 academic year. We are graIefuito 

Dennis Kehoe for the following brief biographical sk£Jch of this long
standing member of the LCA. teacher. and friend. 

Mac Frazer came to Tulane University in 1959. after having 
distinguished himself as a war hero in Korea Mac studied law 
for a year and a half, and, when he realized that he could not 
capitalize on.thesldIis he had acquired in the. army by making a 
career Ollt of being a clerk typist, heeniered graduate. schoo) in:: 
Classics at the Uni~ei-sity of North Carolina. 'I1!ere he completed 

hi$~bI)in 1959; with a dissertation on .. ':"I'IIe Agricola Manuscf1pts 
ofpjiny;~Uuers/'MaC came to Tulani~'~ instructorin tile'" 
fall of that year. having been hired by the late Professor Russel. 
Geer to teach four courses each semester and Sunday school as 

well-a storyhe will gleefully recount to anyone who cares.to 
ask. Discovering What he could really do\\iell, he rernainedat 

Tulane for 34 years_ He was promoted to assistant professor in 
1961. associate professor in 1965,and·professor in 1977, and 
served as departmental chair 1968-71,1974-77, and 1984-85. 

Mac has wide-ranging interests in Classics. but his publica
tions have been mainly in the field of Homer. Hesiod and archaic 

Greek poetry. His annotated translation of the poems of Hesiod 
is a standard work used in the classroom at colleges and universi
ties throughout the USA His earlier translation of a Greek epic 
on the Trojan·War came out of his interest in the Homeric 
tradition, and it is the only translation of this work in English. He 

has also published n.umerous articles on Homer. particularly on 
the Iliad" but .. we, sbQul!l.also .note his seminal articles on "Nero 

. the 'Artis Criminal"8Ild"Nero the Singing Animal." His teach

ing and scholarship are characterized. above all by his sensitivity 
to poetry and his appreciation for the nuances of language. 
Generations of students have appreciated his good humor and his 

kindness, both in small seminars and in his always popular 
mythology course. In that course be has taught thousands of 

Tulane undergraduates. The crowning achievement of his career 
is his new book on the structure of the Iliad. which he has just 

. now finished, in the year of his retirement. In his quiet. unassum

ing way, he tuls e~emplified ",hat is ~t about university life. f 

1994 LeA Meeting Set for October 22 Message from the President 
Louisiana State University will be the site for the 1994 As our thoughts begin to turn to the fall meeting of the 

Annual LCA Meeting on October 22. Emily Batinsky bas association. I hope that each of our members will make a strOng 

announced thatr~shave been set aside at Pleasant Hall: which .. effort to attend •. Off~rs of scholarly or pedagogical contributions 
is centrally located on the campus. For either a single ora double would be most-welcOme. 

occupancy, the rate is $42.18 (including tax). To guarantee a In addition. the officers intend to send a letter inviting 
room, reservations must be made by October 14. The address is former members and perspective members to join our associa-
Pleasant Hall. Reservations. LSU, Baton Rouge LA 70803. The tion. If you know of persons who should be included in this 
telephone number is (504) 387-0297. Those members Slaying at mailing, please bring them to my attention or take the liberty of 
Pleasant Hall will be given a parking pass. However, since this is inviting them yourself. 

not a football weekend, parking on campus should not be a I wish each of you a good summer and so look forward to 
problem. Pleasant Hall has been recently refurbished and. by all seeing you in the fall. 

accounts. is quite lovely. f Robert J. Edgeworth 



Minutes 'of the 1993 Fall Meeting 

The Louisiana Classical Association held its annual meeting 
al the Ramada Inn in BatonRouge. Louisiana, October 22-n.7-3' 
1993. Vice-PresidelltBob Edgeworth conducted the business 
meeting for President Ray Kuhn. who was unable to attend .. 
Secretary-Treasurer Dan Erickson reported that theLCA account 
al the First Bank of Natchitoches contained $1,489.04. Twenty
five members hadpaid dues. The Association now has an 
Employer Identification Number. The next step is to apply for 
tax-exempt organization status. '. . . . . 

D~n Erickson also reported for the ScholarShip Committee. 
The recipient of the. 1993 LCA Scholarship in the amount of 
$500 was Casey Elledge of Centenary College. who was recom
mended by J. Stephen Clark. Casey was selected out of a field of 
six applicants. 

meeting to receive the check. wasapproved. 
Comment was made that those who do not receive the 
scholarship should beinformed status in adlnelymanner. 
This was duly noted'bythechammmoftheScholarShipCommit-

Final approval of textbooks will cake place in 1996. A 
.' motion was approved that the LCA should cont~CI teachers to 
fmd out what texts should be brought before the committee for 
review. Another motion was approved stating that each issue of 
the newsletter contain a reJlOrl from the Textbook Committee. 

Althea Ashe reported f()l' The Louisiana Classicist that 232 
rte\.isletters were sent out in October. The cost~ paid by the 
Department of Foreign Langtlllges al Northeas! Louisiana 
University. She also announced that the deadline for submission 
to the spring newsletter is thefrrst weekend inMlrrch . 

. <rhe No,minatingcornllliUee submitted th~~ollowing slate of 
offiCer~fo,q~93-94:-L1an:E~Ckson. Louisiana:School for Math. 
Scl~n'ce.a:~dthe ArtS. SeCr~-Treasurer; Emily Batinsky. 
Louisiana State University. Vice-President; Dcb Edgeworth~ 
ultlisiana State University,President. in accordance with the 
provision of the LCA Constitution by whiCh the Vice-President 
becomes President. All of these candidates were elected by 

vote of the members present Baton Rouge will be 
hlmual .noeeting with the date to be deter-

- - - . liitet3'i;~'; 
EmilYSatinsl:y reporte<l~nCAMWS. 

organizatio~ilndnoted that it has 
liv,illallle for wor!illwlilile projects. Kenajso noted that the 

·t~~~~;~~;);~&~~!~/~ .. ~ ... ~.€ .i, .. '0 ... ~.~ts in Baton~OUge on June 28-30, 

"-.;4rwas'·an~,otlnce":hjHat &8' 01>an receive,!' an-award from 
tee. '. > ~OrtheastLouisianaUniversity for her research. A motion was 

Jane Poynter reported for the TextbOok Committee. The approved congratulatillgI.ea on her accomplishments. 
next year for adoption offoreign language texts is 1996. Jane.·"fhere were two sessions for the reading of papers. A total of 
requested that Latin teachers sendheralistof textS they are . eight papers were presented: 
interested in seeing adopted. Thiss)lClU!d1lelione by the early ..•..•... .. !N~~jl~~\\ ...lk.;Respe<;tfully submitted. 
fall of 1994. Bids will betake~ff(l/llpublish;;~s on jimel;1996: ....; -';.' ;··'·Dan EnckS()n'~'h 

Ave atque;yaJ(~···&;.;5~S 
AltheaAsh~. asm~nageingedito~ofThe Lousiana Classicist 

since sjJring of 1990. has kept the mailing list up-to-date, supplied 
the address Iabels'in bulk-mail order. kept a keen eye out fornews 
and photos~ anddone numerous other services for the newsletter. 

. After this issu<;.AIthea!s~utting the lists in the capable handsof 
Dawn Blisli;Liltinteacher at Istrouma Middle School, whom we 
welcome. The editor would like to say on behalf of our "subscrib-

ers."~~ii,d.ti¥I~{'d.ginJUs,Althea. f 

SCulptut~~it~Jri~nas~~s~~m 
Sixth-century BC Etruscan and first-century AD Roman 

sculptures of Hercules are among a wide variety of pieces being 
exhibited at the Dallas Museum of Art until June 19. 1994. The 
exhibit from the David T. OwsIey Collection. includes sculptures 
from antiquity through the nineteenth century from Asia, Indone
sia, the Mediterranean, and the USA. For information. call: 
(214) 922-1200. f 

~'>~f ' -, -,,~,-

To help us better produce The Louisiana Classicist, we 
are requesting that longer articles fOI future issues be 
submitted on 3.5 inch diskette. At present, we are creating 
The Louisiana Classicist on a Macintosh computer system; 

'h~\Vev~r,\Ve have the ability to translate f!leswhich have 
c;_~~.crya!~ onpqSb;lsed IBM and c0!llJl\l;tible systems. 

·';.YfY6~aresubmitiingan article on disc, bel:erlain to 
~'includea hard copy of your article on the (lff.,chance that 

';'somethingshould happen to the electronic file, . 
. As an alternative to sending a diskette •. you might want 
. 'tOsubmit short pieces via E-Mail to: 
:.ENoLSAN@merlin.nlu.edu. 

If you are not typing your articles on a computer or 
V AX terminal, please continue to send hard copy for us to 

retype.! 



Forestieri awarded NEH 
Foreign Language Fellowship 

Ralph Forestieri, who teaches in Baton Rouge at McKinley 
Magnet School, has received one of 66 National Endowment for 
the Humanities Fellowships for Foreign Language Teachers 
awarded for 1994. Criteria for the award include the nature of the 
applicant's personally-designed project for summer study, his/her 
professional background, and two recommendations. Foreign 
language teachers in public or private schools, in grades K-12, 
are eligible to apply if they have three years of experience and 
spend at least half of their time teaching foreign languages. The 
fellowship_prograrn is based on the conviction that intensive 
study in an authentic immersion setting is the most productive 

News of the Louisiana Junior 
Classical League 

Ken Kitchell, the banquet speaker at this year's UCL 
meeting, March 9-1 I, kept the rapt attention of his audience with 
tales of ordinary people who became extraodinary classicists-
people like Heinrich Schliemann, who discovered the location of 
Troy and the treasures of Mycenae and Sir Arthur Evans, who 
first excavated Crete. 

A record number of 750 students joined the UCL and the 
National JCL this year. Among the newer participants attending 

this year's state convention in Baton Rouge were West Monroe 
High; Caddo Magnet High of Shreveport, Byrd High of Shreve

port, and an observer from Dominican of New Orleans. The 

competitions and contests went off smoothly thanks to Althea 
Ashe, who coordinated the judging, and her helpers. 

The organization is making some changes to accommodate 
its larger membership and deploy its activities beyond the annual 
meeting. II has begun 10 hold regional events, such as a certamen 
sponsored by Chapel Trafton School and a Saturnalia FeaSI 
sponsored by Baton Rouge High. A field day is planned for late 
summer. Any teacher whose students might be interested in 

participating, should contact one of the state co-chairpersons: 
Paul Smith of West Monroe High, 349 John Price Road, West 

Monroe, LA 71291, tel. (318) 396 7941; or Prudy Moreland of 
Chapel Trafton, 926 Oak Hills Parkway, Baton Rouge, LA 7081, 
tel. (504) 676-0860. 

A group of about forty from Louisiana is planning to travel 
to Nashville for the National JLC Competitions in August. A full 
round of fun side-trips and sightseeing is planned. Besides 
visiting the Parthenon in Nashville, the group will be stopping at 

Opryland, and Gatlinburg and taking a cruise. f 

way for highly motivated and experienced foreign language 
teachers to improve their knowledge and proficiency. Ralph will 

be studying at the Summer Latin Institute in Rome with Fr. 

Foster. f 

Note 
For information or application forms for this NEH program, 

contact: NEH Fellowship Program for Foreign Language 
Teachers K-12. Connecticut CoHege. 270 1v1ohegan A venue, New 
London, CT 066320. Tel. (203) 439-22282. 

Former Professor Recognized 
by Tulane Classics Department 

Sanford B. Etheridge received the BA from the University of 
Texas in 194~. with a major in philosophy_ Afte-r graduation. he 
embarked upon an Odyssey of study in Europe, fIrst at Grenoble 
in 1949, where he studied French. His next stop was at 
Saarbrucken, where he studied Classics 1950-52, and finally he 
studied both Classics and Sanscrit at Bonn, from 1952-54. After 
several years of service in US army intelligence in Germany, he 

went to Harvard University, where he received the PhD in 

Classical Philology in 1961. That same year he came to Tulane. 

Sanford wrote his dissertation on "Plutarch's De Virtute Morale: 
A Study in Extra-Peripatetic Aristotelianism," under the renowned 
Werner Jaeger. 

At the beginning of his career, Sanford's work was concen
trated in Greek philosophy. He wrote numerous reviews on books· 
in Greek philosophy, and his translation of Sextus Empiricus, 
orginally published in 1964, was re-issued in 1985. Despite 
concentrating his publications in this field, he has displayed an 
amazing breadth of interest and expertise, a versatility that is 

reflected in his teaching as well as his research. He has worked in 

such varied subjects as ancient literary criticism, ancient science, 

especially Greek medicine, Greek lyric poetry, and mythology. 
Sanford's primary interest throughout his career, however, 

has been in languages. Besides Greek, Latin and Sanscrit, he has 
taught Irish, a language in which he is fluent, and since 1974, he 

has been the editor of Gae/tachl, the only periodical entirely in 
Irish published outside Ireland. He published an article on Greek 

philosophy in Russian, and in recent years he has studied Native 

American languages and mythology, in particular Cherokee. f 
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Survey of High School Latin Texts 
Jane Poynter, our representative to the state's advisory subcommittee on textbooks, has reported the results of a recent survey of 

Latin texts in use in 18 public, private, and parochial schools. The purpose of the survey is to establish a list of texts to be proposed for 
official listing by the state. The process for getting a particular text on the list requires that publishers be notified to submit their books 
for consideration before the state committee meets to choose textbooks in foreign languages. The distribution of schools responding to 
the questionnaire is as follows: 6 schools from Baton Rouge, 5 schools from New Orleans, 2 from Lake Charles, I each from Slidell, 
Houma, Shreveport, Natchitoches, and Pearl River. 

The beaks requested for placement on the list for each level are the following: 

Latin I and il 
0,,, Latin HeriL3ge (7) 

Jenny's (3) 
Latin for Americans (2) 
Cambridge (3) 
Wheelock (I) 
Latin Via Ovid (I) 
Ecce Romani (4) 
Oxford Latin (I) 
Using Latin (I) 
Henle's (I) 

Latin ill 
Our Latin heritage (2) 
Jenny's (2) 

Cambridge (2) 

Longman Readers (3) 
Latin for Americans (2) 
Ecce Romani (I) 

Latin IV 
Jenny's (3) 
Longman Readers (4) 
Our Latin Heritage (I) 
Pharr's Vergil (6) 
Merrill's Catullus (2) 

Bennet's Horace (I) 

Millionaire's Dinner Party (I) 
Cambridge (I) 
Ecce Romani (I) 
The use of Pharr, Merrill, and Bennet seems to be related to Advanced Placement courses. 

Jane proposes a meeting of teachers interested in determining a final list with which to approach the publishers and the state 
textbook committee. Some teachers Reviews who would like more information have requested reviews about already available texts. 
At the proposed meeting, each textbook would be reviewed by a teacher and then discussed by those present during a question and 
answer session. Jane recommends that this meeting be held in early August or September in Alexandria or Baton Rouge to facilitate 
attendance. She asks that interested teachers write or call her during May to specify a preferred time and place for the meeting. She 
will then send each respondent a notice of the meeting. 

Jane Poynter 

2016 Cherokee 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

Home Phone: (504) 383-7130 



D' Amato Wins Award for Work in Italy and Lectures on Nazi Art 
Jean D' Amato of the Louisiana Scholars' College has 

received the Theodor Mommsen Award from the Gruppo 
Archeologico Theodor Mommsen at the Istituto A1berghiero di 
Monteruscienllo near Naples. The award was made in recognition 
of her work on the history of the area of Phlegraean Fields. Her 
article "Cicero's Villas in the Phlegraean Fields: The Develop
ment of a Historical and Cultural Myth" appeared in Viator in 
1993. She is the fIrst American to receive the Italian award. 

In March, Jean gave a lecture, "The Classical Tradition in 
Nazi Germany: Distortion of Classical Ideas," on the campus of 
Northwestern State University at Natchitoches. She showed how 
Nazi Germany used every means at its disposal (0 get its message 
across to its people, using art and architecture as propaganda 
tools. The lecture was part of the Scholars' College Texts and 
Traditions course and was open to the public. She also delivered 
the lecture at Texas A&M. 

"Hitler was recorded as saying that art was the only thing 
that was eternal," she said. "The Nazis used art to confIrm the 
eternality and hegemony of the German state." She said that the 
Nazi government used art to promote its values-'-family, tradi
tion, the ideal of youth and women. Modem art was used to stir 

AROUND 
THE 
STATE 

• Ken Kitchell of LSU single-handedly wrote the fall 1993 
issue of Prospects, the public relations newsletter of the ACL's 
National Committee for Latin and Greek, which contained a 
report on Classics and education in 1893 as well as today. 

• Althea Ashe of LSU has received a $5000 grant from the 
College of Arts and Sciences at LSU to develop curriculum 
materials for teaching Latin to learning disabled students at the 
post-secondary level. 

• Nathalie Roy, a graduate student studying for the MA 
Degree in Comparative Literature at LSU, will take over the full
time teaching position previously held by Jane Poynter at the 

Episcopal School in Baton Rouge. 

• Concerts at Episcopal. This past winter, the annual 
concert at Episcopal was divided into two performances, One by 
the middle school and one by the high school. Foreign language 
teachers decided to make the program performance oriented 
rather than sing-along. Only the last carol,ll Est Ne Le Divin 
Enfant, was sung with the audience. Students read the Christmas 
Gospels in Chinese, Japanese, Latin, Greek, Spanish, French and 
Hebrew. The middle school service featured the second grade 

up hatred of the Jews. She pointed to a 1937 modem art 
exhibit sponsored by the German government, which the 
Nazis claimed was an example of degenerate art. "They 
connected classical art to beauty, heroics, and military 
exploits," said D' Amato. "Classical art was raised to the 
highest point in every way and shape. Modem art didn't 
embody the ideas of classical art and was disparaged. They 
considered modem art transient and commercial. The Nazis 
said that most modern artists were Jewish. This anti
semitism," she said, "had a classical basis stretching back to 
the Romans. Similar views were shared by Horace and 
Juvenal. The idealization of the Germanic people was 
portrayed by Tacitus." 

Remarking on the lecture, she said, "The Texts and 
Traditions class had a section focusing on Nazi Germany, and 
I saw that I could use a segment on classical tradition." "In 
the Scholars' College, everyone is a student, even the 
teachers. We are encouraged to research continually to bring 
in new insights." 

Recently, Jean has been appointed to·the Board of 

Trustees for the Virgilian Society. f 

Spanish carol performing Spanish carols, accompanied by 
instruments. The high school service began with a solo perfor
mance of 0 Sainte Nuit. Both concerts included ensemble 
performances of Latin, French and Spanish carols. This carol 
service remains one of the favorite events of the Episcopal School 
Christmas season . 

• Grandparents' Day Play and Gladiatorial Combats. 
When Episcopal instituted a sixth-grade Latin program based on 
the Cambridge series, Jane Poynter and Deborah MacInnes 
divided the group so that each instructor might have the opportu
nity to teach the new method. The experiment proved exciting for 
both the teachers and the young students. On Grandparents' Day, 
Deborah converted the Stage 4 play, In Basilica. into a perfor
mance utilizing both classes. The students performed the play in 
two segments, fIrst in Latin then in English. Students not acting 
painted a backdrop of the Pompeian forum for the stage. The 
parents and grandparents enjoyed seeing the toga-clad students. 

When Jane's class came to the stage 8 gladiatorial stories, on 
a whim she challenged the students to choose a type of gladiator 
and research the dress. The classes watched part of Ben Hur to 
attempt to identify the gladiators represented in the fIlm. Jane got 
permission to have the entire third-period PE classes (all the sixth 
grade) to attend an exhibition given by Portia (some of you may 
be familiar with Portia-she whisks about in a faded lavender 
stoia) and featuring four sets of gladiators-Gallic fIghters, net 
fighters and Thracians, with a couple of Christians thrown to a 

starved bear. Needless to say, everyone had a great time. f 
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