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http://www.dramata.com/lca2014.zip 

• This zip file includes:  

o this handout 

o selections from Herodotus that cover the events of both films (pdf and word files)  

o Aeschylus’ Persians (472 BC) 

 

300 (2007)  

• Frank Miller and Lynn Varley. 300. (2004) ISBN 978-1569714027 (the graphic novel 

that inspired the film)  

• Steven Pressfield. Gates of Fire. (1998 novel about the Battle of Thermopylae)  

• 300: The Art of the Film (ISBN 978-1593077013).  

• The core of the movie is the Battle of Thermopylae (480 BC).  

o Herodotus tells the famous story of the Spartans throwing Persian ambassadors 

into a well, but the movie omits the consequences of the story (7.133-37).  

o Leonidas’ wife Gorgo is real, but the stories in Herodotus about her have little 

overlap with those in the movies.  

o The traitor Ephialtes is not a Spartan, as he is in the film. Herodotus says that he 

will explain why Ephialtes was killed, but he never does (a good opening for a 

creative assignment!).  

 

300: Rise of an Empire (2014) 

• Frank Miller’s Xerxes is the graphic novel credited in the film, but it was not completed 

before the film was released.   

• 300 Rise of an Empire: The Art of the Film (ISBN 978-1593077013).  

• The core of the movie is  

o the Battle of Artemisium (480 BC, simultaneous with Thermopylae), a naval 

battle that ends in a stalemate. 

o The battle of Salamis (479 BC) was a major naval victory for the Athenians that 

turns the tide of the war.  

• Artemisia is real, but the stories in Herodotus about her have little overlap with those in 

the movies.  

• The movie has a brief flashback to the Battle of Marathon (490 BC).  

• The oldest play script in the world is Aeschylus’ Persians. Staged in 472 BC, it 

dramatizes the day that news reaches the Persian capital that they lost the Battle of 

Salamis. Aeschylus himself fought at Salamis and the play includes a harrowing account 

of the battle.  

 

Last Stand of the 300 (2007 History Channel documentary of the Persian Wars) is available 

on DVD and YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka12FNcTwh4 ).  

Stephen Dando-Collins. Rise of an Empire: How One Man United Greece to Defeat Xerxes’s 

Persians (ISBN 978-1118454794) is a summary of the Persian Wars.  

  



Read Herodotus!  

• For an entertaining romp through the highlights of Herodotus, check out Debra Hamel, 

Reading Herodotus: A Guided Tour through the Wild Boars, Dancing Suitors, and Crazy 

Tyrants of The History (ISBN 978-1421406565). She provides engaging summaries of 

the most famous episodes and adds updates about what we know now about the 

characters and events.  

• To dive in and read the whole of Herodotus’ masterpiece, the best edition is edited by 

Robert B. Strassler with a translation by Andrea L. Purvis:  The Landmark Herodotus 

(ISBN 978-0375421099). It has maps, notes and marginal summaries to make it easier to 

navigate and follow the reading.  

 

 


