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BOOK 1 

 
This is the presentation of the research of Herodotus of Halicarnassus, to the 

end that neither human events may be forgotten over time, nor the great and 

wonderful deeds performed by Greeks and some by barbarians may lose 

their renown; and especially that the causes may be remembered for which 

these waged war with each another. 

 

 1. Persians who have knowledge of history declare that the 

Phoenicians first began the quarrel. The Phoenicians, they say, came from 

the Red Sea to ours [the Aegean]; and having settled in the land where they 

continue even now to dwell, started making long voyages by sea. Importing 

merchandise from Egypt and Assyria, they arrived at various places and 

also at Argos; now Argos was at that time premiere of the poleis within that 
land which is now called Greece. The Phoenicians arrived at this land of 

Argos, and began to market their ship's cargo: and on the fifth or sixth day 

after they had arrived, when their goods had been almost all sold, there 

came down to the sea a large group of women, and among them the 

daughter of the king; and her name, as the Greeks also agree, was Io the 

daughter of Inachus. The women were standing near the stern of the ship, 

buying what pleased them most, when suddenly the Phoenicians, egging 

each other on, rushed them. Most of the women escaped, but Io and certain 

others were carried off. So the Phoenicians put them on board their ship and 

immediately departed, sailing away to Egypt. 

 2. This is how the Persians report that Io came to Egypt (not 
agreeing with the Greeks) and this, they say, was the first beginning of 

grievances. Then after this, they say, certain Greeks (but the name of the 

people they are not able to report) came to the port of the city of Tyre in 

Phoenicia and carried off the king's daughter Europa;—these would be 

Cretans;—and so the score was even. After this, however, the Greeks, they 

say, were responsible for a second crime; for they sailed in a battleship to 

the city of Aea in Colchis and to the river Phasis, and from there, after they 

had done the other business for which they came, they carried off the king's 

daughter Medea. And the king of Colchis sent an ambassador to Greece and 

demanded compensation for the abduction and to have his daughter back; 

but they answered that, as the barbarians had given them no compensation 

for the abduction of Io at Argos, so neither would they this time give 

compensation to the barbarians. 

 3. In the next generation after this, they say, the son of Priam 

(king of Troy), Alexander [= Paris], who had heard of these events, desired 

to abduct a wife for himself from Greece, fully assured that he would not be 

compelled to give any compensation, inasmuch as the Greeks gave none. So 
he carried off Helen, and the Greeks decided to send messengers first and to 

demand her back with compensation for the abduction; and when they made 

these proposals, the other side brought up the abduction of Medea, saying 

that the Greeks were now desiring compensation, although they had given 

none themselves and had never surrendered the person upon request.  

 4. Up to this point, they say, nothing more happened than 

kidnapping women on both sides; but after this the Greeks were really to 

blame; for they set the first example of war, making an expedition into Asia 

before the barbarians made any into Europe. Now they say that in their 

judgment, although it is wrong to carry away women by force, it is silly to 

set one's heart on taking vengeance for their abduction, and the wise thing 

to do is to pay no regard when they have been taken away; for it is evident 
that they would never be taken away if they were not themselves willing to 

go. And the Persians say that they, namely the people of Asia, when their 

women were taken away by force, had made it a matter of no account, but 

the Greeks, on account of a woman of Sparta, mounted a huge expedition, 

and then came to Asia and destroyed the empire of Priam; and that from this 

time forward. they had always considered the Greeks to be their enemy: for 

the Persians claim Asia and the barbarian people which dwell there as their 

own; but Europe and the Greeks they consider to be separate from them. 

 5. The Persians, for their part, say that things happened that way; 

and they conclude that the beginning of their quarrel with the Greeks was 

the Trojan War: but as for Io, the Phoenicians do not agree with the 
Persians; for they deny that they carried her off to Egypt by force, and they 

say, to the contrary, that when they were in Argos, she was having an affair 

with the captain of their ship, and when she realized that she was pregnant, 

she was ashamed to admit it to her parents, and therefore sailed away with 

the Phoenicians of her own free will, for fear of being found out. These are 

the tales told by the Persians and the Phoenicians. Concerning these things I 

am not going to say that they happened this way or that way, but I do know 

the man who first began to commit crimes against the Greeks.  

 I shall go forward further with the story, giving an account of 

the cities of men, small as well as great: for those which in old times were 

great have for the most part become small, while those that were in my own 
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time great used in former times to be small: so then, since I know that 

human prosperity never continues stable, I shall make mention of both 

equally. 

 

[Herodotus devotes most of the rest of Book 1 to the career of Cyrus the 

Great, who built the Persian Empire.]  
 

BOOK 2 

[Herodotus devotes effectively this entire volume to a survey of Egyptian 

culture.]  

 

BOOK 3 

[In this volume, Herodotus returns to Persian history, narrating the rule of 

Cyrus’ son and successor, Cambyses, who ruled 530-522 BC (1-66). After 

Herodotus narrates the erratic behavior of Cambyses, he makes several 

interludes:]  

 

 38. It is clear to me, therefore, from the evidence, that Cambyses 
was seriously deranged; for otherwise he would not have attempted to mock 

religious rites and customary observances. For if one should propose to any 

person a choice: to select the best customs from all the customs that there 

are, each race of people, after examining them all, would select those of 

their own people; as all think that their own customs are by far the best: and 

so it is not likely that anyone but a madman would make a joke of such 

things. Now of the fact that all people are inclined to think about their 

customs, we may determine by plenty of evidence, but especially by this 

which follows: Darius [a King of Persia whose rule Herodotus begins 

covering later in this book] in the course of his reign summoned those of the 

Greeks who were present in his land, and asked them for what price they 
would consent to eat up their fathers when they died; and they answered 

that for no price would they do so. After this, Darius summoned those 

Indians who are called Callatians, who eat their parents, and asked them in 

presence of the Greeks, who understood what they said through an 

interpreter, for what payment they would consent to consume with fire the 

bodies of their fathers when they died; and they cried out aloud and begged 

him keep silence from such words. Thus, then, these things are established 

by usage, and I think that Pindar spoke rightly in his verse, when he said 

that "of all things custom is king."  

 

[39-45: Now Herodotus tells tales about the island of Samos (39-60). These 

include the paradoxical (mis)fortunes of the tyrannos Polycrates and his 

friend, Amasis the king of Egypt (39-43). At one point, Samian rebels seek 

support from the Spartans, and Herodotus tells the anecdote below.]  

 

 46. When those of the Samians who had been driven out by 
Polycrates reached Sparta, they were introduced before the authorities and 

spoke at length, being urgent in their request. The authorities, however, at 

the first meeting replied that they had forgotten the things which had been 

spoken at the beginning, and did not understand those which were spoken at 

the end. After this they met a second time, and bringing with them a bag 

they said nothing else but this, that the bag needed food; to which the 

Spartans replied that they had overdone it with the word bag [i.e., the 

Samians said, “The bag needs food,” but they could have just pointed and 

said, “needs food.”]. However, they resolved to help them. 

 

[47-79: Herodotus inserts some history about Corinth, the tyrannos 

Periander, and the colony Corcyra (48-53) and then returns to the account of 
Samos (54-60). Then he returns to conclude the reign of Cambyses (61-66). 

Next a group of Median priests known as the Magi try to install their own 

pawn as the next King. A Persian noble named Darius leads a group in a 

violent rebellion against the Magi (67-79). Herodotus now reports the 

following debate.]  

 

 80. When the tumult had subsided and more than five days had 

elapsed, those who had risen against the Magi began to discuss the state of 

affairs, and there were spoken speeches which some Greeks do not believe 

were really uttered, but they were spoken nevertheless. On the one hand 

Otanes [one of the conspirators] urged that they should resign the 
government into the hands of all Persians, and his words were as follows:  

"To me it seems best that no single one of us should henceforth be ruler, for 

that is neither pleasant nor profitable. You saw the arrogance of Cambyses, 

to what lengths it went, and you have had experience also of the arrogance 

of the Magi: and how should the rule of one alone be a well-ordered system, 

seeing that the monarch may do what he desires without rendering any 

account of his acts? Even the best of all men, if he were placed in this 

situation, would be caused by it to change from his typical character: for 

arrogance grows in him by the good things which he possesses, and envy is 

implanted in man naturally; and having these two things, he has all vice: for 

he does many deeds of reckless wrong, partly moved by arrogance 
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proceeding from glut, and partly by envy. And yet a tyrant at least should be 

free from envy, seeing that he has all manner of good things. He is, 

however, naturally just the opposite towards his subjects; for he holds a 

grudge against the nobles if they should survive and live, but delights in the 

worst of citizens, and he is more ready than any other man to receive 

slander against others. Then of all things he is the most inconsistent; for if 
you express admiration of him moderately, he is offended that inadequate 

deference is paid to him, whereas if you pay deference to him extravagantly, 

he is offended with you for being a flatterer. And the most important matter 

of all is what I am about to say:—he disturbs the customs handed down 

from our fathers, he brutalizes women, and he puts men to death without 

trial. On the other hand, the rule of many [Greek isonomia] has first a name 

attaching to it which is the fairest of all names, that is to say 'Equality' 

[Greek iso-]; next, the people do none of those things which the monarch 

does: offices of state are chosen by lottery, and the office holders are 

compelled to audits of their activities: and, finally, all matters of 

deliberation are referred to the public assembly. I therefore give as my 

opinion that we let monarchy go and increase the power of the people; for 
in the people is contained everything." 

 81. This was the opinion expressed by Otanes; but Megabyzus 

[another conspirator] urged that they should entrust matters to the rule of a 

few, saying these words: 

"What Otanes said in opposition to tyranny, let it be counted as said for me 

also, but when he urged that we should hand over the power to the people, 

he has strayed from good judgment: for nothing is more senseless or 

arrogant than a worthless mob. Flying from the arrogance of a tyrant and 

falling into that of unrestrained popular power is by no means to be 

endured. A tyrant, if he does anything, does it knowing what he does, but 

the people cannot; for how can they have understanding when they have 
neither been taught anything noble by others nor perceived anything of 

themselves, but push into movements violently without understanding, like 

a torrential stream? Rule of the people, then, let them adopt who are foes to 

the Persians; but let us choose a group of the best men, and to them attach 

the chief power; for in the number of these we shall ourselves also be, and it 

is likely that the resolutions taken by the best men will be the best." 

 82. This was the opinion expressed by Megabyzus; and, third, 

Darius declared his opinion, saying:  

"To me it seems that in those things which Megabyzus said with regard to 

the people he spoke correctly, but in those which he said with regard to 

oligarchy, incorrectly: for whereas there are three things set before us, and 

each is supposed to be the best in its own kind, that is to say a good 

democracy, or oligarchy, or monarchy, I say that this last is by far superior 

to the others; for nothing better can be found than the rule of an individual 

man of the best kind; seeing that, using the best judgment, he would be 

guardian of the people without reproach; and resolutions directed against 

enemies would best be kept secret. In an oligarchy, however, it happens 
often that many, while practicing virtue with regard to the commonwealth, 

have strong private quarrels among themselves; for as each man desires to 

be himself the leader and to dominate the government, they quarrel with 

each another, and so arise factions among them, and out of the factions 

comes murder, and from murder results the rule of one man; and thus it is 

shown in this instance by how much that is the best. Again, when the people 

rule, it is impossible that corruption should not arise, and when corruption 

arises in the commonwealth, there arise among the corrupt men not quarrels 

but strong alliances: for they who are acting corruptly to the detriment of 

the commonwealth put their heads together secretly to do so. And this 

continues until, at last, someone takes the leadership of the people and stops 

such men in their tracks. Accordingly, the man of whom I speak is admired 
by the people, and being so admired he suddenly appears as a monarch. 

Thus he, too, serves as an example to prove that the rule of one is the best 

thing. Finally, to sum it up: Where did our liberty come from, and who gave 

it to us? Was it a gift of the people or of an oligarchy or of a monarch? I, 

therefore, am of the opinion that we, having been set free by one man, 

should preserve that form of rule, and in other respects also, that we should 

not annul the customs of our fathers which are just fine; for that is not the 

better way."  

 

[83-132: The conspirators vote for monarchy and Darius works it so that he 

becomes the next King. Herodotus surveys the Persian system under Darius 
(83-98). Next Herodotus offers exotic tidbits from India (98-106), Arabia 

(107-13) and elsewhere (114-16). Then he returns to Persian history, 

including a dispute between a Persian governor and Polycrates, tyrannos of 

the island of Samos (120-25). Later, Darius injures his ankle and only a 

Greek doctor named Democedes is able to cure him. Democedes becomes a 

doctor in the Persian court, but he really wants to return to Greece. The 

queen inadvertently provides the opportunity:]  

  

 133. Not long time after this another thing came to pass which 

was this: Atossa the daughter of Cyrus and wife of Darius had a tumor in 

her breast, which burst and then was spreading: and so long as it was not 
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large, she concealed it and said nothing to anybody, because she was 

ashamed; but afterwards, when it was much worse, she sent for Democedes 

and showed it to him: and he said that he would make her well, and had her 

swear that she would do a favor for him, whatever he should ask of her; and 

he would ask, he said, nothing shameful. 

 134. So when, after this, by his treatment he had made her well, 
then Atossa, instructed by Democedes, in bed with Darius, presented a 

proposal like this:  

"O King, although you have such great power, you sit still, and do not win 

in addition any nation or power for the Persians: and yet it is reasonable that 

a man who is both young and master of much wealth should be seen to 

perform some great deed, in order that the Persians may know surely that he 

is a man by whom they are ruled. It is expedient indeed in two ways that 

you should do so, both in order that the Persians may know that their ruler 

is a man, and in order that they may be worn down by war and not have 

leisure to plot against you. For now you might demonstrate some great 

deed, while you are still young; seeing that as the body grows, the spirit 

grows old with it, and is blunted for every kind of action."  
Thus she spoke according to the instructions she received, and he answered:  

"Woman, you have said things which I myself have in mind to do; for I 

have made the plan to yoke together a bridge from this continent to the 

other and to make an expedition against the Scythians, and these designs 

will be fulfilled within a little time."  

Then Atossa said: "Look now,—Wait on going against the Scythians, for 

they will be in your power whenever you want: but you, please, make an 

expedition against Greece; for I really want to have Spartan women and 

Argive and Athenian and Corinthian, for attendants. And you have the man 

who of all men is perfect for showing you everything about Greece and to 

be your guide, that man, I mean, who healed your foot."  
Darius made answer: "Woman, since it seems good to you that we should 

first make an attempt on Greece, I think that it is better first to send Persians 

together with him to make reconnaissance, so that when they have learned 

and seen everything, they may report everything back; and then I will go to 

attack them fully informed." 

 

[135-160: Darius sends out the intelligence mission, but Democedes uses 

the opportunity to escape. Darius makes his first Greek conquest the island 

of Samos and then puts down a rebellion in Babylon.] 

 

 

BOOK 4 

[Herodotus continues to document Darius’ reign. He surveys the Scythian 

tribes who lived north and east of the Black Sea (1-82) and then Darius’ 

unsuccessful expedition against them (83-144). Next he surveys the history 

of Libya, mostly the city of Cyrene (1-82) and then Darius’ expedition there 

in 513 BC (200-205).]  
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BOOK 5 

[1-48: The Persians continue expanding their empire into Greek territories, 

north through Thrace and Macedon, and east across Ionia and a number of 

Greek islands in the Aegean Sea. The tyrannos of the city of Miletus, 

Aristogoras, begins mustering a Greek rebellion against the Persians. 

Aristogoras visits Sparta to gain their support for the cause, prompting 
Herodotus to fill in the backstory of the Spartan king Cleomenes (40-48).] 

 

 48. … Cleomenes reigned no very long time, and died leaving 

no son to succeed him but a daughter only, whose name was Gorgo. 

 49. However, Aristagoras the tyrannos of Miletus, arrived at 

Sparta while Cleomenes was reigning. He went to talk with Cleomenes 

bringing, the Spartans say, a bronze tablet on which was engraved a map of 

the whole Earth, with all the seas and all the rivers. To begin his discussion 

with Cleomenes, Aristogoras spoke as follows:  

"Don’t be surprised, Cleomenes, at my urgency in coming here, for this is 

the situation: That the sons of the Ionians are slaves instead of free is a 

disgrace and a source of pain most of all to ourselves, but, of all others, 
most to you, inasmuch as you are the leaders of Greece. Now, therefore, I 

beg you by the gods of Greece to rescue from slavery the Ionians, who are 

your kinsmen: and you can easily achieve this, for the barbarians are not 

valiant in battle, whereas you have attained the highest rank of valor in war: 

and their fighting is with bows and arrows and a short spear, and they go 

into battle wearing trousers and with caps on their heads. Thus they are 

easily conquered. Then again these who occupy that continent have good 

things in such quantity as not all the other nations of the world together 

possess; first gold, then silver and bronze and embroidered clothes and 

work animals and slaves; all of which you can have for yourselves, if you so 

desire. And these nations, moreover, dwell in order one after the other as I 
will point out: the Ionians here; and next to them the Lydians, who not only 

dwell in a fertile land, but are also exceedingly rich in gold and silver," –

and, as he said this, he pointed to the map of the Earth, which he carried 

with him engraved upon the tablet,--"and here next to the Lydians," 

continued Aristagoras, "are the Eastern Phrygians, who have both the 

greatest number of sheep and cattle of any people that I know, and also the 

most abundant crops. Next to the Phrygians are the Cappadocians, whom 

we call Syrians; and … that city of Susa where the great King has his 

residence, and where the money is stored in treasuries. After you have taken 

this city, you may then confidently enter into a contest with Zeus in the 

matter of wealth. Indeed, while you feel yourselves bound to risk battle 

against your neighboring Messenians and Arcadians and Argives, who are 

equally matched against you, for the sake of land which is not great in area 

nor very fertile, and for territory which is small, although these peoples 

have neither gold nor silver at all, for the sake of which desire incites one to 

fight and to die,--can this be, I say, and will you choose some other way 

now, when it is possible for you easily to rule over all Asia?"  
Aristagoras spoke thus, and Cleomenes answered him: "Guest-friend from 

Miletus, I defer my answer to you until the day after tomorrow." 

 50. That is how far the discussion went, and when the appointed 

day arrived for the answer, and they had come to the place agreed upon, 

Cleomenes asked Aristagoras how many days' journey it was from the sea 

of the Ionians to the residence of the king. Now Aristagoras, who in other 

respects acted cleverly, at this point made a mistake: for he ought not to 

have told him the truth, at least if he desired to bring the Spartans out to 

Asia, but he said in fact that it was a journey from the sea of three months. 

At that, Cleomenes cut short the rest of the account which Aristagoras had 

begun to give of the way, and said: "Guest-friend from Miletus, get away 

from Sparta before the sun has set; for you will never be accepted by the 
Spartans, desiring to take them on a journey of three months from the sea." 

 51. Cleomenes spoke and accordingly went away to his house, 

but Aristagoras took the suppliant's branch and went to the house of 

Cleomenes; and having entered in as a suppliant, he asked Cleomenes send 

away the child and listen to him; for the daughter of Cleomenes was 

standing by him, whose name was Gorgo, and this as it happened was his 

only child, being of the age now of eight or nine years. Cleomenes, 

however, asked him to say what he desired to say, and not to stop on 

account of the child. Then Aristagoras proceeded to promise him money, 

beginning with ten talents, if he would accomplish for him what he was 

asking; and when Cleomenes refused, Aristagoras went on increasing the 
amount of money offered, until at last he had promised fifty talents, and at 

that moment the child cried out, "Father, the stranger will do you damage, if 

you do not leave him and go." Cleomenes, then, pleased by the advice of the 

child, departed into another room, and Aristagoras went away from Sparta 

altogether, and had no opportunity of explaining any further about the way 

up from the sea to the residence of the king. 

 

[52-54: Herodotus describes the journey Aristogoras proposed and confirms 

the length of time it would take.]  
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 55. After Aristagoras was driven out of Sparta, he proceeded to 

Athens, which had been set free from the rule of tyrants in the way which I 

shall tell: When Hipparchus the son of Pisistratus and brother of the tyrant 

Hippias, …, had been assassinated by Aristogiton and Harmodius, …, the 

Athenians continued for four years after this to be governed tyrannically no 

less than before,--in fact, even more.  
 

[56-65: Herodotus digresses to explain a premonition that Hipparchus had, 

theorize about the race of the assassins, and discuss the evidence for the 

Phoenician and Theban origins of the Greek alphabet (56-61). Next 

Herodotus details how an aristocratic Athenian clan called the 

Alcmaeonids, supported by the Spartans, drove out the tyrant Hippias and 

his family, the Pisistratids (62-65).]  

 

 65. …Thus the Athenians were freed from tyrants; and the 

things worthy to be narrated which they did or suffered after they were 

liberated, up to the time when Ionia revolted from Darius and Aristagoras 

the Milesian came to Athens and asked them to help him, these I will set 
forth first before I proceed further. 

 66. Athens, which even before that time was great, then, after 

having been freed from tyrants, became gradually even greater; and in it 

two men exercised power, namely Cleisthenes, an Alcmaeonid, …and 

Isagoras, …. These men came to lead rival factions for power, and when 

Cleisthenes was losing the struggle, he made the people his allies. After 

this, he organized the Athenians into ten tribes, when they were formerly in 

four; and he changed the names (they had been called after the sons of Ion, 

namely Geleon, Aegicoreus, Argades, and Hoples), and invented for them 

names taken from other heroes, all native Athenians except Ajax, whom he 

added as a neighbor and ally, although he was not Athenian [Ajax was from 
Salamis, an island just a few miles from Athens]. 

[67-68: Herodotus speculates that Cleisthenes was inspired by his maternal 

grandfather, Cleisthenes of Sicyon.] 

 69. … at the time of which we speak he added to his own party 

the whole body of the common people of the Athenians, which in former 

time he had despised. He changed the names of the tribes and made them 

more in number than they had been; he made in fact ten rulers of tribes 

instead of four, and by tens also he distributed the demes in the tribes; and 

having added the common people to his party, he was much superior to his 

opponents. 

 

[70-72: Isagoras, supported by the Spartans, tries to take power.]  

  

 73…then the Athenians sent envoys to Sardis, desiring to make 

an alliance with the Persians; for they realized that the Spartans and 

Cleomenes had clearly become their enemies. So when these envoys arrived 

at Sardis and were saying what they had been commanded to say, 
Artaphrenes the son of Hystaspes, the Persian governor of Sardis, asked 

who these men were who petitioned to be allies of the Persians, and where 

upon the earth they lived; and having learned this from the envoys, he 

briefly gave his answer to them that, if the Athenians were willing to give 

earth and water to Darius, he was willing to make alliance with them, but if 

not, he told them to leave. The envoys, taking the matter upon themselves, 

said that they were willing to do so, because they desired to make the 

alliance. When they returned to their own land, they faced serious charges 

for their decision.  

 

[74-77: The Spartan attack dissipates, but other Dorians do mount an attack. 

The Athenians defeat them, notably including a Boeotian force led by 
Thebes. Herodotus comments on the Athenian victory.]  

 

 78. The Athenians accordingly increased in power; and it is 

evident, not by one instance only but in every way, that equality is an 

excellent thing, since the Athenians, while they were ruled by tyrants, were 

not better in war than any of their neighbors, whereas, after they were freed 

from tyranny, they became the best by far. This proves that, when they were 

kept down, they were intentionally slacking, because they were working for 

a master, whereas when they had been set free, each one was eager to 

achieve something for himself. 

 
[79-96: Now Athens gets into a dispute with Aegina (80-89). The Spartans 

hope to renew their efforts to restore tyranny in Athens, but the dark history 

of tyranny at Corinth leads the allies to refuse (90-93). Athens’ former 

tyrant, Hippias, now in exile, goes to the Persians, leading to tension 

between Athens and the local Persian governor (94-96).]  

 

 97. It was at this juncture, when they were feeling quite 

antagonistic toward the Persians, that Aristagoras the Milesian, ordered 

away from Sparta by Cleomenes the Spartan, arrived at Athens; for it was 

the city which had most power after Sparta. And Aristagoras came forward 

before the assembly of the people and said the same things as he had said at 
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Sparta about the wealth in Asia, and about the Persian manner of war, how 

they used neither shields nor spears and were easy to overcome. And also 

he added this, namely that the Milesians were colonists from the Athenians, 

and that it was reasonable that the Athenians should rescue them, since they 

had such great power; and there was nothing which he did not promise, 

being very urgent in his request, until at last he persuaded them: for it would 
seem that it is easier to deceive many than one, seeing that, although he did 

not prove able to deceive Cleomenes the Spartan by himself, yet he did this 

to virtually thirty thousand Athenians. The Athenians, then, being 

persuaded, voted a resolution to dispatch twenty ships to help the Ionians, 

…. These ships proved to be the beginning of evils for the Greeks and the 

barbarians. 

 

[98-105: Aristogoras stokes the Ionian rebellion against Persia. Among 

other things, the Ionians capture and burn the city of Sardis, former capital 

of Lydia, now the Persian capital of the region (100-101). Herodotus reports 

the reaction of King Darius.]  

 
105. … when it was reported to King Darius that Sardis had been captured 

and burned by the Athenians and the Ionians together, and that the leader of 

the league was the Milesian Aristagoras, it is said that, at first, being 

informed of this, he paid no attention to the Ionians, because he knew that 

they would not escape unpunished for their revolt anyway, but he inquired 

into who the Athenians were; and when he had been informed, he asked for 

his bow, and having received it and placed an arrow upon the string, he shot 

it upwards towards heaven, and as he shot into the air, he said, "Zeus, may it 

be granted me to take vengeance upon the Athenians!" After saying this, he 

charged one of his attendants that, when dinner was set before the King, he 

should say always three times: "Master, remember the Athenians." 
 

[106-26: The rebellion continues, but Aristogoras dies in battle.]  

 

 

BOOK 6 

 

[The Ionians continue fighting, but when the Persians capture and destroy 

Miletus (18-21), the rebellion collapses. By 493, the Persians are solidifying 

their control over Ionia. Herodotus summarizes the Persian activity of that 

year:]  
 

 42. In the course of this year there was nothing more done by the 

Persians which caused strife with the Ionians, but some policies were 

implemented in this year very much to their advantage. Artaphrenes the 

governor of Sardis sent for envoys from all the cities and compelled the 

Ionians to make agreements among themselves, so that they might pay 

compensation for wrongs and not plunder one another's land. This he 

compelled them to do, and also he measured their territories by parasangs 

(that is the name which the Persians give to the length of 3.3 miles), he 

measured by these, and appointed a certain amount of tribute for each 

people, which continues still unaltered from that time even to my own days, 

as it was appointed by Artaphrenes; and the tribute was appointed to be 
nearly the same amount for each as it had been before..  

 43. These were things which contributed to peace among the 

Ionians; but at the beginning of the spring, the other commanders having all 

been removed by the King, Mardonius the son of Gobryas came down to 

the sea, bringing with him a very large land-army and a very large naval 

force, being a young man and recently married to Artozostra daughter of 

King Darius. When Mardonius and this army came to Cilicia, he boarded a 

ship himself and proceeded together with the other ships, while other 

leaders led the land-army to the Hellespont. Mardonius, however, sailing 

along the coast of Asia came to Ionia: and here I shall relate a thing which 

will be a great surprise to those of the Greeks who do not believe that to the 
seven men of the Persians Otanes declared as his opinion that the Persians 

ought to have popular rule; for Mardonius deposed all the tyrants of the 

Ionians and established democracies in the cities. Having done so, he 

hurried on to the Hellespont; and when there was assembled a vast number 

of ships and a large land-army, they crossed over the Hellespont in the ships 

and began to make their way through Europe. Their mission was directed 

against Eretria and Athens.. 

 44. These two cities furnished them the pretext for the 

expedition, but they had it in their minds to subdue as many as they could of 

the Greek cities… 

 



selections from Herodotus 

 

[44-93: Mardonius begins the conquest of Thrace and Macedon, but a storm 

destroys much of his fleet and he soon returns to Persia, but King Darius 

sends out ambassadors all over Greece to determine the allegiances of each 

of them (44-48). Herodotus discusses the internal culture and conflict at 

Sparta and a dispute between Athens and the island of Aegina (49-93). Now 

he returns to events in Persia:]  
 

94. So the Athenians were at war with the Aeginetans; and meanwhile the 

Persian King was carrying forward his plan, since he was reminded 

constantly by his servant to remember the Athenians, and also because the 

Pisistratid tyrants were near at hand and brought charges continually against 

the Athenians, while at the same time Darius himself wished to take hold of 

this pretext and subdue those nations of Greece which had not given him 

earth and water to declare their loyalty. Mardonius, then, since he had failed 

in his expedition, he removed from his command; and appointing other 

generals to command, he dispatched them against Eretria and Athens, 

namely Datis, who was a Mede by race, and Artaphrenes the son of 

Artaphrenes, a nephew of the King: and he sent them out with the order to 
enslave Athens and Eretria and to bring the slaves back into his presence.  

 

[95-101: The Persian expedition comes to the Greek mainland, where they 

begin capturing cities, including Eretria.]  

 

 102. Having Eretria in their power, the Persians stayed a few 

days and then sailed for the land of Attica, putting pressure on the 

Athenians and fully expecting that they would do the same as the Eretrians 

had done. And since Marathon was the most convenient place in Attica for 

cavalry to act and was also very near Eretria, therefore Hippias the son of 

Pisistratus was guiding them there. 
 103. When the Athenians learned of this, they, too, went to 

Marathon to rescue their land; and they were led by ten generals, of whom 

the tenth was Miltiades, …[Herodotus fills in some biography of Miltiades].  

 105. First of all, while they were still in the city, the generals 

sent off to Sparta a herald, namely Pheidippides, an Athenian and a 

professional long-distance runner. Pheidippides himself said, and reported 

to the Athenians, that he and the god Pan happened to meet by Mount 

Parthenion, which is above Tegea. Pan called aloud the name of 

Pheidippides and ordered him to report to the Athenians and ask why they 

had no interest in him, although he was well disposed to the Athenians and 

had been of use to them on many occasions before that time, and would be 

so yet again. Believing that this tale was true, the Athenians, when their 

situation improved again later, established under the Acropolis a shrine to 

Pan; and in consequence of this message, they offer him sacrifices every 

year and honor him with a torch-race.  

 106. However, at that time, when he said that Pan appeared to 

him, this Pheidippides was sent by the generals and arrived in Sparta on the 
day after he left the city of the Athenians; and when he had come to the 

authorities, he said: "Spartans, the Athenians request that you to come to 

their help and not allow a city most anciently established among the Greeks 

to fall into slavery imposed by barbarians; for even now Eretria has been 

enslaved, and Greece has become weaker by one important city." He 

reported to them what he had been instructed to, and they decided to come 

to help the Athenians; but it was impossible for them to do so at once, since 

they did not desire to break their law; for it was the ninth day of the month, 

and on the ninth day they said they would not march in battle, not until the 

moon was full.  

 107. These men were waiting for the full moon: and meanwhile 

Hippias the son of Pisistratus was guiding the barbarians to Marathon. 
During the previous night, Hippias had had a dream that he was sleeping 

with his own mother. He conjectured from the dream that he should return 

to Athens and recover his rule, and then die as an old man in his own land. 

Well, from the dream he conjectured this. After this, he led the captive 

slaves from Eretria to the island … called Aeglia; and then, as the ships 

came in to shore at Marathon, he moored them there, and after the 

barbarians had come from their ships to land, he was engaged in assigning 

them to their positions. While he was taking care of these arrangements, he 

was struck by sneezing and coughing more violently than ever. Then, since 

he was advanced in years, one of his teeth shot out from the violence of the 

cough and landed on the sand. Hippias desperately wanted to find it; since, 
however, the tooth was not to be found when he searched, he groaned aloud 

and said to those who were by him, "This land is not ours, nor shall we be 

able to make it subject to us; but only so much as the tooth possesses 

belongs to me."  

 108. Hippias then conjectured that his vision had been thus 

fulfilled. Meanwhile, after the Athenians had taken positions in the precinct 

of Hercules, the Plataeans joined them there in full force, for they had put 

themselves at the disposal of the Athenians, since the Athenians earlier had 

worked hard on their behalf. This had come about this way: Being 

oppressed by the Thebans, the Plataeans at first hoped to give themselves to 

Cleomenes the son of Anaxandrides and to the Spartans, who happened to 
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be around at the time; but they did not accept them, and said to them, "We 

live too far away, and support like ours would be to you but cold comfort; 

for you might many times be reduced to slavery before any of us had 

information about it: but we advise you rather to give yourselves to the 

Athenians, who are both neighbors and also not bad helpers." Thus the 

Spartans advised, not so much on account of their goodwill to the Plataeans 
as because they desired that the Athenians should have trouble by being 

involved in a conflict with the Boeotians. The Spartans thus advised the 

men of Plataea; and they did not reject their advice, but when the Athenians 

were performing their sacrifice to the Twelve Gods, the Plataeans sat down 

as suppliants at the altar and offered themselves up. Then the Thebans, 

having been informed of these things, marched against the Plataeans, and 

the Athenians came to their assistance: and as they were about to start the 

battle, the Corinthians, who happened to be in the area, prevented them and 

reconciled them. The Corinthians, entrusted to settle the matter, laid down 

boundaries for the land, with the condition that the Thebans should leave 

those of the Boeotians alone who did not desire to be grouped together with 

the other Boeotians. The Corinthians settled this arbitration and departed; 
but as the Athenians were going back, the Boeotians attacked them, and 

having attacked them, they were beaten in the fight. After that, the 

Athenians extended the boundaries which the Corinthians had set for the 

Plataeans, and they made the river Asopus the boundary between the 

Thebans and Plataea in the direction of the district of Hysiae. The Plataeans 

then had devoted themselves to the Athenians in the manner which has been 

said, and at this time they came to Marathon to bring them help. 

 109. Now the opinions of the generals of the Athenians were 

divided: one party urged that they should not fight a battle, seeing that they 

were too few to fight with the army of the Medes, while the others, and 

among them Miltiades, advised that they should do so: and when they were 
divided and the worse opinion seemed likely to prevail, then, since the 

general who had been chosen by lottery to be polemarch [a Greek title that 

means “Leader in War”] of the Athenians had a vote in addition to the ten 

(for in old times the Athenians gave the polemarch an equal vote with the 

generals) and at that time the polemarch was Callimachus of the deme of 

Aphidnae, to him came Miltiades and said, "With you now it rests, 

Callimachus, either to bring Athens under slavery, or, by making her free, 

to leave a legacy behind you for all such as not even Harmodius and 

Aristogiton [assassins of Hipparchus, brother of the tyrant Hippias] have 

left. For now the Athenians have come to a danger greater than they have 

ever faced since they were a people; and on the one hand, if they submit to 

the Medes, it is certain what they shall suffer, being delivered over to 

Hippias, while on the other hand, if this city shall gain the victory, it can 

become first among the poleis of Greece. How this can happen and how it 

comes to you of all men to make this decision, I am now about to tell. Of us 

generals, who are ten in number, the opinions are divided, the one party 

urging that we fight a battle and the others that we do not fight. Now if we 
do not, I expect that some great factional rivalry will capture the minds of 

the Athenians and so upset them that they will go over to the Medes; but if 

we fight a battle before any rot appears in any part of the Athenian people, 

then we can gain victory in the fight, if the gods grant equal conditions. 

These things, then, all belong to you and depend on you; for if you vote for 

my opinion, you have both a fatherland which is free and a native city 

which shall be the first among the cities of Greece; but if you choose the 

opinion of those who are against fighting, you will have the opposite of 

those good things."  

 110. Miltiades convinced Callimachus, and the vote of the 

polemarch determined that they would fight the battle. After this, those 

generals whose opinion was in favor of fighting, as it fell to each one of 
them to command for the day, gave over their command to Miltiades; and 

he, accepting it, would not, however, yet bring about a battle, until his own 

turn to command had come. 

 111. When his turn came, the Athenians were positioned for 

battle in the order which here follows: On the right wing, the polemarch 

Callimachus was leader (for the custom of the Athenians then was that the 

polemarch should have the right wing), so he was leading. Next came the 

tribes in order as they were numbered one after another, and last were 

drawn up the Plataeans occupying the left wing, and ever since this battle, 

when the Athenians offer sacrifices in the solemn assemblies which are 

made at the quadrennial festivals, the herald of the Athenians prays thus, 
"that blessings may come to the Athenians and to the Plataeans both." On 

this occasion, however, when the Athenians were being drawn up at 

Marathon, something of this kind was done: their army was equal in length 

at the front to that of the Medes, but it was drawn up in the middle with a 

depth of only a few ranks, and here their army was weakest, while each 

wing was strengthened with numbers.  

 112. And when the troops had been positioned and the sacrifices 

proved favorable, then the Athenians let loose, and they charged at a run to 

attack the barbarians. Now the space between the armies was about a mile 

and the Persians, when they saw them advancing to the attack at a run, 

made preparations for the clash; and in their minds they figured that the 
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Athenians were struck with a fatal madness, since there were so few of 

them and yet were pressing forwards at a run, with no cavalry or archers. 

That is what the barbarians thought, but the Athenians in close combat with 

the barbarians fought memorably, for they were the first of all the Greeks 

about whom we know who went to attack the enemy at a run, and they were 

the first also who endured to face the sight of Medes’ costumes and the men 
who wore them, whereas up to this time, the very name of the Medes was to 

the Greeks a terror to hear.  

 113. Now while they fought in Marathon, much time passed by; 

and in the center of the army, where the Persians themselves and the Sacans 

were drawn up, the barbarians were winning, --here the barbarians had 

broken the ranks of their opponents and were pursuing them inland, but on 

both wings the Athenians and the Plataeans were winning; and, being 

victorious, they left the part of the barbarians which had been routed to 

retreat, and bringing together the two wings, they fought with those who 

had broken their center, and the Athenians were victorious. So they 

followed after the Persians as they fled, slaughtering them, until they came 

to the sea; and then they called for fire and began to seize the ships.  
 114. In this part of the battle the polemarch Callimachus was 

killed, after having proved himself a good man, and also one of the 

generals, Stesilaus the son of Thrasylaus, was killed; and additionally 

Cynegirus the son of Euphorion had his hand cut off with an axe while 

taking hold of the sternpost of a ship and died. Many other noble Athenians 

were also killed.  

 115. The Athenians took possession of seven of the ships in this 

manner, but the rest the barbarians pushed off from land, and after taking 

the captives from Eretria off the island where they had left them, they sailed 

around Sunion, intending to arrive at the city before the Athenians. And an 

accusation became current among the Athenians to the effect that they 
formed this plan with the Alcmaeonids, for they, it was said, conspired with 

the Persians to display a shield when they arrived in their ships.  

 116. The Persians then were sailing around Sunion; and 

meanwhile the Athenians came to the rescue back to the city as speedily as 

they could, and they arrived there before the barbarians came; and having 

arrived from the temple of Hercules at Marathon, they camped at another 

temple of Hercules, in Cynosarges. The barbarians, however, arrived and 

anchored their ships in the sea which is off Phaleron (for this was then the 

seaport of the Athenians), held their ships there, and then proceeded to sail 

back to Asia.  

 117. In this battle of Marathon, about 6,400 of the barbarians fell 

and of the Athenians 192. Such was the number which fell on both sides; 

and it happened also that a miracle occurred there of this kind: an Athenian, 

Epizelus the son of Cuphagoras, while fighting in close combat and proving 

himself a good man, was struck blind, not having received a blow in any 

part of his body, and for the rest of his life from this time he continued to 
be blind: and I was informed that he used to tell about what had happened to 

him a tale of this kind, namely that it seemed to him that a tall man in full 

armor stood against him, whose beard overshadowed his whole shield; and 

this apparition passed him by, but killed his comrade who stood next to him. 

Thus, as I was informed, Epizelus told the tale. 

[118-19: The Persians take the captive Eretrians and Darius settles them in a 

mining area.]  

 120. Two thousand Spartans came to Athens after the full moon, 

hurrying to be in time, so that they arrived in Attica on the third day after 

leaving Sparta: and although they had come too late for the battle, yet they 

desired to behold the Medes; and accordingly they went out to Marathon 

and looked at the bodies of the dead: then afterwards they departed home, 
commending the Athenians and the work which they had done. 

 

[121-40: Herodotus now defends the Alcmaeonid family against the charge 

that they had conspired with the Persians to take the city of Athens. He tells 

the history of the family, which includes the humorous stories of Alcmaeon, 

the patriarch of the family, and the silly would-be suitor, Hippoclides (121-

31). Next Herodotus chronicles the controversial last years of Miltiades, the 

hero of Marathon, followed by an account of the history of enmity between 

Athens and the island of Lemnos (132-40).]  
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BOOK 7 

 

 1. Now when the report came to Darius the son of Hystaspes of 

the battle which was fought at Marathon, the King, who even before this 

had been greatly exasperated with the Athenians on account of the attack on 

Sardis, then far more than before displayed indignation, and was far more 
determined to attack Greece. Accordingly, at once he sent messengers to the 

various cities and ordered that they should prepare a force, requiring that 

each nation supply much more than in former times, and not only 

battleships, but also horses and provisions and transport vessels; and when 

these commands circulated, all Asia was in commotion for three years, for 

all the best men were being enlisted for the expedition against Greece and 

were making preparations. In the fourth year, however, the Egyptians, who 

had been enslaved by Cambyses, revolted from the Persians; and then he 

was even more determined to launch attacks against both these nations. 

 2. While Darius was preparing to set out against Egypt and 

against Athens, his sons began a dispute about which should wield the 

supreme power; and they said that he must not make his expeditions until he 
had designated one of them to be King, according to the custom of the 

Persians. For to Darius already, before he became King, three sons had been 

born of his former wife, the daughter of Gobryas, and after he became King, 

four other sons of Atossa the daughter of Cyrus: of the first, the eldest was 

Artobazanes, and of those who had been born later, Xerxes. Being not of 

the same mother, they were at odds with one another, Artobazanes 

contending that he was the eldest of all the sons, and that it was a custom 

maintained by all men that the eldest should have the rule, and Xerxes 

arguing that he was the son of Atossa the daughter of Cyrus, and that Cyrus 

was the one who had won for the Persians their freedom. 

 3. Now while Darius did not as yet declare his judgment, it 
happened that Demaratus also, the son of Ariston, had come up to Susa at 

this very same time, having been deprived of the kingdom in Sparta and 

having exiled himself from Sparta. This man, hearing of the argument 

between the sons of Darius, came (as it is reported of him) and advised 

Xerxes to say, in addition to those things which he was in the habit of 

saying anyway, that he had been born to Darius at the time when he was 

already reigning as King and was holding the supreme power over the 

Persians, while Artobazanes had been born while Darius was still a private 

citizen: it was not fitting, therefore, nor right that another should have the 

honor before him; for even in Sparta, suggested Demaratus, this was the 

custom, that is to say, if some of the sons had been born first, before their 

father began to reign, and another came after, born later while he was 

reigning, the succession of the kingdom belonged to him who had been born 

later. Xerxes accordingly made use of the suggestion of Demaratus; and 

Darius, perceiving that he spoke what was right, designated him to be King. 

It is my opinion, however, that even without this suggestion Xerxes would 

have become King, for Atossa was all-powerful. 
 4. Then having designated Xerxes to the Persians as their King, 

Darius wished to go on his expeditions. However, in the year after this and 

after the revolt of Egypt, it came to pass that Darius himself died, having 

been King for thirty six years; and thus he did not succeed in taking 

vengeance either on the rebellious Egyptians or upon the Athenians. 

 5. Darius being dead, the kingdom passed to his son Xerxes. 

Now Xerxes at first was by no means eager to march against Greece, but 

against Egypt he continued to gather a force. Mardonius, however, the son 

of Gobryas, who was a cousin of Xerxes, being sister's son to Darius, was 

ever at his side, and having influence over him more than any other of the 

Persians, he kept continually saying things like: "Master, it is not fitting that 

the Athenians, after having done to the Persians very great evil, should not 
pay the penalty for what they have done. What don’t you do at this present 

time what you have in your hands the power to do; and when you have 

tamed the land of Egypt, which has rebelled insolently against us, then 

march an army against Athens, that a good report may be made of you by 

men, and that in the future everyone may beware of making expeditions 

against your land." Thus far his speech had to do with vengeance, and to 

this he would add on as follows, saying that Europe was a very nice land 

and bore all kinds of trees that are cultivated for fruit, and was quite fertile, 

and such that the King alone of all mortals was worthy to possess it. 

 6. These were the things he typically said, since he was one who 

had a desire for perilous enterprises and wished to be himself the governor 
of Greece under the King. So in time he prevailed upon Xerxes and 

persuaded him to do this; for other things also assisted him and proved 

helpful to him in persuading Xerxes. In the first place, there had come from 

Thessaly messengers sent by the Aleuadae, who were inviting the King to 

come against Greece and were showing great zeal in his cause, (now these 

Aleuadae were kings of Thessaly): and then secondly those of the sons of 

Pisistratus who had come up to Susa were inviting him also, holding to the 

same arguments as the Aleuadae; and moreover they offered him yet more 

inducement; for there was one Onomacritus an Athenian, who uttered 

oracles and… the sons of Pisistratus spoke of him in magnificent terms, and 

he repeated some of the oracles; and if there was in them anything which 
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imported disaster to the barbarians, of this he said nothing; but, choosing 

out of them the most fortunate things, he told how it was destined that the 

Hellespont should be yoked with a bridge by a Persian, and he set forth the 

manner of the march. He thus urged Xerxes with oracles, while the sons of 

Pisistratus and the Aleuadae pressured him with their advice. 

 
 [7-10: Xerxes suppresses the rebellion in Egypt in 485 BC. Then 

he calls an assembly of Persian nobles and announces his intention to 

invade Greece (8). Mardonius endorses the expedition (9), but Artabanus, 

brother of Darius and thus uncle to Xerxes, speaks against the proposal 

(10). At one point in his speech, ironically for a Persian, he offers an 

analogy for the Greek concept of hubris and punishment for it by the gods.] 

 10e. You see how the god strikes with thunderbolts creatures 

which stand above the rest and does not permit them to make a proud show; 

while those which are small do not provoke him. You see also how he hurls 

his darts ever at those buildings which are the highest and those trees 

likewise; for the god habitually lops off whatever stands out above the rest. 

Thus also a huge army is destroyed by a few men in a manner similar to 
this, when the god has become jealous of them and casts upon them panic or 

thundering from heaven, then they are destroyed utterly not for any fault of 

their own, for the god does not allow devastating pride in any but himself.  
 

[10-33: Xerxes becomes conflicted about the expedition, but a series of 

dreams, including one supported by the Magi, urge him to make the 

expedition, and eventually even Artabanus consents (10-19). Herodotus 

documents the preparations for the expedition, the largest in history, he says 

(20). Xerxes has a massive canal dug through the peninsula where 

Mardonius’ navy had been destroyed, so that this expedition can pass safely 

(22-24). The expedition begins to move (30-33). The first major challenge 
Xerxes faces is to get his land forces across the Hellespont.]  

 

 34. To the promontory starting from Abydos, those assigned to 

the task were making their bridges, the Phoenicians constructing the one 

with ropes of white flax, and the Egyptians the other, which was made with 

papyrus rope. Now from Abydos to the opposite shore is a distance of 1,350 

yards. But when the strait had been bridged over, a great storm came on and 

dashed together all the work that had been made and broke it up.  

 35. Then when Xerxes heard about it, he was absolutely livid, 

and ordered them to whip the Hellespont with three hundred strokes of the 

lash and throw into the sea a pair of shackles. I have even heard that he sent 

branders also with them to brand the Hellespont. However this may be, he 

instructed them, as they were beating, to say barbarian and presumptuous 

words as follows: "You bitter water, your master lays upon you this penalty, 

because you wronged him, not having suffered any wrong from him: and 

Xerxes the King will pass over you whether you are willing or not; but 

rightly, as it seems, no man offers sacrifice to you, seeing that you are a 
treacherous and briny stream." The sea he instructed them to chastise this 

way, and also he instructed them cut off the heads of those who were 

appointed to be in charge of bridging the Hellespont. 

 36. Those assigned to this grim responsibility went to work, and 

meanwhile other chief-constructors proceeded to make the bridges. ... 

 37. When the construction of the bridges was finished, and the 

canal about Athos, …, were reported to be complete, then, after they had 

passed the winter at Sardis, the army set out fully equipped, at the beginning 

of spring, to march to Abydos; and when it had just set out, the sun left its 

place in the sky and was invisible, although there was no gathering of 

clouds and the sky was perfectly clear; and instead of day it became night. 

When Xerxes saw and perceived this, it concerned him; and he asked the 
Magi what the omen portended. They declared that the god was 

foreshowing to the Greeks a departure of their poleis, saying that the Sun 

was a prophet of events for the Greeks, but the Moon for the Persians. Thus 

informed, Xerxes proceeded on the march with very great joy. 

 38. Then as he was leading his army on its march, Pythios the 

Lydian [a supremely wealthy man who had earlier promised financial 

support and becomes Xerxes’ friend (7.27-29)], alarmed by the sign in the 

heavens and elated by the gifts which he had received, came to Xerxes, and 

said as follows: "Master, I would desire to receive from you a certain thing 

at my request, which, as it happens, is for you an easy thing to grant, but a 

great thing for me, if I obtain it." Then Xerxes, thinking that his request 
would be for anything rather than what he actually asked, said that he would 

grant it, and ordered him to speak and say what he desired. Pythios then, 

when he heard this, was encouraged, and spoke these words: "Master, I 

have, as it happens, five sons, and it is their fortune to be all going together 

with you on the march against Greece. Therefore, O King, have compassion 

upon me, who have come to so great an age, and release from serving in the 

expedition one of my sons, the eldest, in order that he may be caretaker both 

of myself and of my wealth: but the other four take with yourself, and after 

you have accomplished what you have in your mind, may you have a safe 

return home." 
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 38. Then Xerxes was exceedingly angry and answered with 

these words: "You wretched man, do you dare, when I am going on a march 

myself against Greece, and am taking my sons and my brothers and my 

relations and friends, do you dare to make any mention of a son of yours, 

seeing that you are my slave, who ought to have been accompanying me 

yourself with your whole household and your wife as well? Now, therefore, 
be assured of this, that the passionate spirit of man dwells within the ears; 

and when it has heard good things, it fills the body with delight, but when it 

has heard the opposite, it swells up with anger. As you cannot boast of 

having surpassed the King in conferring benefits formerly, when you did to 

us good deeds and offered to do more of the same kind, so now that you 

have turned to shamelessness, you will receive not what you deserve but 

less than you deserve: for your gifts of hospitality shall rescue from death 

yourself and the four others of your sons, but you will pay the penalty with 

the life of the one to whom you cling most." Having answered thus, he 

immediately commanded those to whom it was appointed to do these 

things, to find the eldest of the sons of Pythios and to cut him in two in the 

middle; and having cut him in two, to place the halves, one on the right 
hand of the road and the other on the left, and that the army should pass 

between them this way. 

 

[40-43: In 480 BC, the expedition begins to move from Lydia to Troy, 

where they drink the Scamander river dry, to Abydos, where the bridge 

across the Hellespont awaits.]  

 

 44. When Xerxes came to Abydos, he had a desire to see all the 

army; and there had been made for him beforehand upon a hill in this place 

a raised seat of white marble, which the people of Abydos had built at the 

command of the King. There he took his seat, and looking down upon the 
shore, he gazed both upon the land-army and the ships; and gazing upon 

them, he had a longing to see a contest take place between the ships; and 

when it had taken place and the Phoenicians of Sidon were victorious, he 

was delighted both with the contest and with the whole expedition. 

 45. And seeing all the Hellespont covered over with the ships, 

and all the shores and the plains of Abydos full of men, then Xerxes 

pronounced himself a happy man, and after that he burst out crying. 

 46. His uncle Artabanus, the same man who at first boldly 

declared his opinion advising Xerxes not to march against Greece, this man 

noticed that Xerxes wept and asked: "O King, how far different from one 

another are the things which you have done now and a short while before 

now! Having pronounced yourself a happy man, you are now shedding 

tears." He said: "Yes, it came to my mind to feel pity at the thought how 

brief is the whole life of a man, seeing that, of these multitudes, not one will 

be alive when a hundred years have gone by." Artabanus then answered: 

"To another evil more pitiful than this we are subject in the course of our 

life; for in the period of life, short as it is, no man, either of these here or of 
others, is by nature so happy, that there will not come to him many times, 

and not once only, the desire to be dead rather than to live; for misfortunes 

falling upon us and diseases disturbing our happiness make the time of life, 

although short indeed, seem long: thus, since life is full of trouble, death has 

become the most acceptable refuge for man; and God, having allowed him 

to taste of the sweetness of life, is discovered in this matter to be full of 

jealousy." 

 

[47-98: Xerxes and Artabanes then resume the debate that they had earlier 

about the expedition (10-18) and Xerxes amicably sends Artabanus back 

home (47-53). The expedition moves on, and Herodotus details the 

contingents of the army and navy (54-99).] 
 

99. Of the rest of the officers I make no mention by the way (since I am not 

bound to do so), but only of Artemisia, at whom I marvel most that she 

joined the expedition against Greece, being a woman; for after her husband 

died, she held the power herself, although she had a son who was a young 

man, and went on the expedition impelled by high spirit and manly courage, 

no necessity being laid upon her. Now her name, as I said, was Artemisia 

and she was the daughter of Lygdamis, and by descent she was of 

Halicarnassus on the side of her father, but of Crete by her mother. She was 

ruler of the men of Halicarnassus and Cos and Nisyrus and Calydna, 

furnishing five ships; and she furnished ships which were of all the fleet 
reputed the best after those of the Sidonians, and of all his allies she 

delivered the best advice to the King. Of the poleis of which I said that she 

was leader I declare the people to be all of Dorian race, those of 

Halicarnassus being Troizenians, and the rest Epidaurians. So far then I 

have spoken of the naval force. 

 

[100. Xerxes makes one final review of the troops and calls for Demaratus, 

a former Spartan king in exile [explained by Herodotus at 6.63-70, not 

included in these readings], who had been advising Xerxes even before he 

became King (7.3 above).] 
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 101. …Xerxes sent for Demaratus the son of Ariston, who was 

marching with him against Greece; and having called him, he asked: 

"Demaratus, now it is my pleasure to ask you something which I desire to 

know. You are not only a Greek, but also, as I am informed both by you and 

by the other Greeks who converse with me, of a city which is neither the 

smallest nor the weakest of Greece. Now, therefore, declare to me this, 
namely whether the Greeks will stand their ground and resist me? For, as I 

suppose, even if all the Greeks and the remaining nations who live towards 

the west should unite together, they are not strong enough in a fight to 

match my attack. Given that they are my enemies, I desire, however, to be 

informed also of your opinion: what do you say?" He inquired thus, and 

Demaratus answered: "O King, should I speak the truth to you, or what will 

give pleasure?" and he ordered him to speak the truth, saying that he would 

suffer nothing unpleasant as a consequence of this, any more than he 

suffered before. 

 102. When Demaratus heard this, he spoke as follows: "O King, 

since you ask me by all means to utter the truth, and so speak as one who 

shall not be afterwards convicted by you of having spoken falsely, I say 
this: in Greece, poverty is ever an inbred growth, while valor is one that has 

been brought in, being acquired by intelligence and the force of law; and 

Greece makes use of it to avert from herself not only poverty but also 

slavery to a master. Now I commend all the Greeks who are settled in those 

Dorian lands, but what I am about to say applies not to all, but to the 

Spartans alone: of these I say, first that it is not possible that they will ever 

accept your terms, which carry with them slavery for Greece; and next I say 

that they will stand against you in a fight, even if all the other Greeks join 

you: and as for numbers, don’t ask how many they are that they are able to 

do this; for whether it happens that a thousand of them come to the field, 

these will fight with you, or if there are fewer than this, or again if there are 
more."  

 103. Xerxes laughed and said, "Demaratus, what a thing to say, 

that a thousand men will fight with this vast army! Come, tell me this: you 

say that you were yourself king of these men; will you, therefore, agree 

right now to fight with ten men? And yet if your state is exactly as you 

describe, you, their king, should, by your laws, stand in array against double 

as many as another man; that is to say, if each of them is a match for ten 

men of my army, I expect of you that you should be a match for twenty. 

Then it would confirm the claim made by you: but if you, who boast so 

greatly, are only as great as the Greeks who come commonly in my 

presence, yourself included, then beware that what you have said will prove 

an empty boast. Let me examine the probability: how could a thousand or 

ten thousand or even fifty thousand, at least if they were all equally free and 

were not ruled by one man, stand against so great an army? Since, as you 

know, we will be more than a thousand for each one of them, if they turn 

out to be five thousand in number. If they were ruled by one man after our 

fashion, they might, perhaps, from fear of him, become braver than it was 
their nature to be, or they might go, compelled by the whip, to fight against 

greater numbers, being themselves fewer in number; but if left at liberty, 

they would do neither of these things. I, for my part, suppose that, even if 

equally matched in numbers, the Greeks would hardly dare to fight with just 

the Persians alone. With all of us, however, what you describe is found in 

individual men, not often, but rarely; for there are Persians in my bodyguard 

who will agree to fight with three Greeks at once: but you have had no 

experience of these things and therefore you speak nonsense."  

 104. To this Demaratus replied: "O King, from the start I was 

sure that if I spoke the truth, I would not speak what was pleasing to you. 

Since, however, you compelled me to speak the very truth, I told you of the 

matters which concern the Spartans. And yet my relationship to them now 
you know better than any: first they took away from me the rank and 

privileges which came to me from my fathers, and then also they have 

caused me to be without native land and an exile; but your father took me in 

and gave me livelihood and a house to dwell in. Surely it is not to be 

supposed likely that the prudent man will thrust aside friendliness that is 

offered to him, but rather that he will accept it. And I do not claim that I am 

able to fight either with ten men or with two. If I have my way, I will not 

fight even with one; but if it were necessary, or if the cause which urged me 

to the combat were a great one, I would fight most willingly with one of 

these men who says that he is a match for three of the Greeks. So also the 

Spartans are not inferior to any men when fighting one by one, but they are 
the best of all men when fighting in a group: for although free, they are not 

free in all things, for over them is set Law as a master, whom they fear 

much more even than your people fear you. It is certain at least that they do 

whatever that master commands; and he commands ever the same thing, 

that is to say, he commands them not to flee out of battle from any number 

of men, but stay at their post and win the victory or lose their life. But if, 

when I say these things, I seem to you to be speaking nonsense, of other 

things for the future I prefer to be silent; and this time I spoke only because 

I was compelled. May it come to pass, however, according to your will, O 

King." 
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 105. That was his answer, and Xerxes joked about it and felt no 

anger, but dismissed him gently. … 

 

[105-32: The expedition continues to advance, with the army marching 

through Thrace and the fleet sailing through the canal, until they meet up 

again. A number of Greek poleis and regions agree to terms with the 
Persians, but Herodotus notes two poleis where Xerxes did not even send 

ambassadors.] 

 

133. … Xerxes, however, had not sent ambassadors to Athens or to Sparta 

to demand the gift of earth [to make an alliance], because formerly, when 

Darius had sent ambassadors for this very purpose, the Athenians threw the 

men who made the demand into a pit and the Spartans into a well, and 

ordered them take from there earth and water and bear them to the King. 

For this reason, Xerxes did not send men to make this demand. And what 

retribution came upon the Athenians for having done this to the 

ambassadors, I am not able to say, except that their land and city were laid 

waste; but I do not think that this happened for that cause.  
 134. On the Spartans, however, fell the wrath of Talthybius, the 

herald of Agamemnon; for in Sparta there is a temple of Talthybius, and 

there are also descendants of Talthybius called Talthybiads, to whom have 

been given, as a right, all the missions of heralds which go from Sparta; and 

after this event it was not possible for the Spartans, when they sacrificed, to 

obtain favorable omens. This was the case with them for a long time; and as 

the Spartans were upset and regarded it as a great misfortune, and general 

assemblies were repeatedly convened and proclamations made, asking if 

any one of the Spartans was willing to die for Sparta, until at length 

Sperthias the son of Aneristus and Bulis the son of Nicolaus, Spartans of 

noble birth and in wealth of the highest rank, voluntarily submitted to pay 
the penalty to Xerxes for the heralds of Darius who had perished at Sparta. 

So the Spartans sent them to the Medes to be put to death. 

 135. And not only is the courage shown by these men worthy of 

admiration, but also the following sayings in addition: for as they were on 

their way to Susa, they came to Hydarnes (Hydarnes was a Persian by race 

and commander of those who lived on the sea coasts of Asia), and he 

offered them hospitality and entertained them. While they were his guests, 

he asked them, "Spartans, why is it that you avoid becoming friends to the 

King? For you can see that the King knows how to honor good men, when 

you look at me and at my fortunes. So also you, Spartans, if you gave 

yourselves to the King, since you have the reputation with him already of 

being good men, would have rule each one of you over Greek territory by 

the gift of the King." To this they answered, "Hydarnes, your advice with 

regard to us is not equally balanced, for you give counsel having examined 

one thing, but being without experience of the other: you know well what it 

is to be a slave, but you have never yet experienced freedom, whether it is 

pleasant to the taste or not; for if you experience it, you would then advise 
us to fight for it not with spears only but also with axes." 

 136. Thus they answered Hydarnes; and then, after they had 

gone up to Susa and had come into the presence of the King, first when the 

bodyguards commanded them and attempted to compel them by force to fall 

to their knees before the King, they said that they would not do any such 

thing, even if they were pushed down; for it was not their custom to do pray 

on their knees to a man, and it was not for this that they had come. Then 

when they had resisted this, next they spoke these words or words to this 

effect: "O King of the Medes, the Spartans sent us in place of the heralds 

who were murdered in Sparta, to pay the penalty for their lives." When they 

said this, Xerxes, moved by a spirit of magnanimity, replied that he would 

not be like the Spartans; for they had violated the rules which prevailed 
among all men by slaying heralds, but he would not do that himself which 

he blamed them for having done, nor would he free the Spartans from their 

guilt by slaying these men in return… 

 137. Thus the wrath of Talthybius ceased for the time being, 

even though the Spartans had done no more than this and although 

Sperthias and Bulis returned back to Sparta; but a long time after this it was 

roused again during the war between the Peloponnesians and Athenians, as 

the Spartans report. This I perceive to have been most evidently the act of 

the deity: for in that the wrath of Talthybius fell upon messengers and did 

not cease until it had been fully satisfied. This much was only in accordance 

with justice, but that it happened to come upon the sons of these men who 
went up to the King on account of the wrath, namely upon Nicolaus the son 

of Bulis and Aneristus the son of Sperthias …by this it is evident to me that 

the matter came to pass by the act of the deity caused by this wrath. For 

these men, sent by the Spartans as envoys to Asia, having been betrayed by 

Sitalces the son of Teres king of the Thracians and by Nymphodorus the son 

of Pythes a man of Abdera, were captured at Bisanthe on the Hellespont; 

and then, having been carried away to Attica, they were put to death by the 

Athenians, and with them also Aristeas the son of Adimantus the 

Corinthian. These things happened many years after the expedition of the 

King; and I return now to the former narrative.  
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 138. Now the attack of the King's army was nominally against 

Athens, but in fact it was against all Greece: and the Greeks, being aware of 

this long before, were not all equally affected by it; for some of them, 

having given earth and water to the Persian, had confidence, expecting that 

they would suffer no harm from the barbarian; while others, not having 

made terms, were in great terror, seeing that there were not enough ships in 
Greece which were capable of matching the invasion force, and seeing that 

most of the poleis were not willing to go to war, but readily went to the side 

of the Medes. 

 139. And here I am compelled by necessity to declare an opinion 

which will be unpopular with many, but nevertheless I will not abstain from 

saying what I see evidently as the truth. If the Athenians had been seized 

with fear of the danger which threatened them and had left their land, or 

again, without leaving their land, had stayed and given themselves up to 

Xerxes, no one else would have made any attempt by sea to oppose the 

King. If, then, no one had opposed Xerxes by sea, it would have happened 

on land somewhat like this: even if many layers of walls had been thrown 

across the Isthmus by the Peloponnesians, the Spartans would have been 
deserted by their allies, not voluntarily but of necessity, since they would 

have been conquered city after city by the naval force of the barbarian, and 

so they would have been left alone: and, having been left alone and having 

displayed great deeds of valor, they would have met their death nobly. 

Either they would have suffered this fate, or before this, seeing the other 

Greeks taking the side of the Medes, they would have made an agreement 

with Xerxes; and thus, in either case, Greece would have fallen under the 

rule of the Persians. As for the advantage of walls thrown across the 

Isthmus, I am unable to discover what it would have been, when the King 

had command of the sea. As it is, however, if anyone should say that the 

Athenians proved to be the saviors of Greece, he would not fail to hit the 
truth; for to whichever side they turned, to that side the balance was likely 

to incline. The Athenians were the ones who, preferring that Greece should 

continue to exist in freedom, roused up all of Greece which remained, as 

much, that is, as had not gone over to the Medes, and (after the gods at 

least) they were the ones who repelled the King. Nor did fearful oracles, 

which came from Delphi and cast them into dread, induce them to leave 

Greece, but they stayed behind and confronted the invader of their land. 

 140. For the Athenians had sent men to Delphi to inquire and 

were preparing to consult the Oracle; and after they had performed the usual 

rites in the sacred precincts, when they had entered the sanctuary and were 

sitting down there, the Pythian prophetess, whose name was Aristonice, 

uttered to them this oracle: 

"Why do you sit, O you wretched? Flee you to the uttermost 

limits, Leaving your home and the heights of the wheel-round city 

behind you! Lo, there remaineth now nor the head nor the body in 

safety,--Neither the feet below nor the hands nor the middle are 
left you,--All are destroyed together; for fire and the 

passionate War-god, Urging the Syrian car to speed, doth 

hurl them to ruin. Not thine alone, he shall cause many more 

great strongholds to perish, Yes, many temples of gods to the 

ravening fire shall deliver,--Temples which stand now surely with 

sweat of their terror down-streaming, Quaking with dread; and lo! 

from the topmost roof to the pavement Dark blood trickles, 

forecasting the dire unavoidable evil. Forth with you, forth from 

the shrine, and steep your soul in the sorrow!" 

 141. Hearing this, the men who had been sent by the Athenians 

to consult the Oracle were very upset; and as they were despairing by 

reason of the evil which had been prophesied to them, Timon the son of 
Androbulus, a man of the Delphians with an outstanding reputation, advised 

them to take a suppliant's bough and to approach the second time and 

consult the Oracle as suppliants. The Athenians did as he advised and said, 

"Lord, we pray you utter to us some better oracle about our native land, 

having respect for these suppliant boughs which we have come to you 

bearing; otherwise surely we will not depart from the sanctuary, but will 

remain here where we are now, until we bring our lives to an end." When 

they spoke these words, the prophetess gave them a second oracle as 

follows: 

"Pallas cannot prevail to appease great Zeus in Olympus, Though she 

with words very many and wiles close-woven entreat him. But I will 
tell you this more, and will clench it with steel adamantine: Then 

when all else shall be taken, whatever the boundary of Kecrops 

Holdeth within, and the dark ravines of divinest Kithairon, A 

bulwark of wood at the last Zeus grants to the Trito-born goddess 

Sole to remain unwasted, which you and your children shall profit. 

Stay you not there for the horsemen to come and the footmen 

unnumbered; Stay you not still for the host from the mainland to 

come, but retire you, Turning your back to the foe, for yet you 

shalt face him hereafter. Salamis, you the divine, you shalt cause 

sons of women to perish, Or when the grain is scattered or 

when it is gathered together." 
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 142. This seemed to them to be (as in truth it was) a milder 

utterance than the former one; therefore they had it written down and 

departed with it to Athens: and when the messengers after their return 

reported to the people, many opinions were expressed by people who 

inquired into the meaning of the oracle, and among them these, quite 

opposite to one another: some of the older men said they thought that the 
god had prophesied to them that the Acropolis should survive; for the 

Acropolis of the Athenians was in old times fenced with a thorn hedge; and 

they conjectured accordingly that this saying about the "bulwark of wood" 

referred to the fence: others, on the contrary, said that the god meant by this 

their ships, and they advised to leave all else and get those ready. Now 

those who said that the ships were the “bulwark of wood” were shaken in 

their interpretation by the two last verses which the prophetess uttered: 

"Salamis, you the divine, you shalt cause sons of women to perish, 

Or when the grain is scattered or when it is gathered together." 

In reference to these verses, the opinions of those who said that the ships 

were the bulwark of wood were disturbed, for the interpreters of oracles 

took these to mean that it was fated for them, having gotten ready for a 
naval battle, to suffer defeat around Salamis. 

 143. Now there was one man of the Athenians who had lately 

been coming into prominence, whose name was Themistocles, called son of 

Neocles. This man said that the interpreters of oracles did not make the 

right conjecture of the whole, and he spoke as follows, saying that if these 

words that had been uttered referred really to the Athenians, he did not 

think it would have been so mildly expressed in the oracle, but rather thus, 

"Salamis, you the merciless," instead of "Salamis, you the divine," at least if 

its settlers were destined to perish around it: but in truth the oracle had been 

spoken by the god with reference to the enemy, if one understood it rightly, 

and not to the Athenians: therefore he advised them to get ready to fight a 
battle by sea, for in this was their “bulwark of wood.” When Themistocles 

declared his opinion, the Athenians judged that this was to be preferred to 

the advice of the interpreters of oracles, who ordered them not to make 

ready for a naval battle, nor, in short, raise their hands at all in opposition, 

but leave the land of Attica and settle in some other. 

 144. Another opinion, too, of Themistocles before this one 

proved the best at the right moment, when the Athenians, having gotten 

large sums of money in the public treasury, which had come to them from 

the mines which are at Laurium, were intending to share it among 

themselves, taking each in turn the sum of ten drachmas. Then Themistocles 

persuaded the Athenians to give up this plan of division and to make for 

themselves with this money two hundred ships for the war, meaning by that 

the war with the Aeginetans: for the rising of this war proved in fact the 

salvation of Greece at that time, by compelling the Athenians to become a 

naval power. And the ships, not having been used for the purpose for which 

they had been built, thus proved valuable when Greece needed them. 

These ships, then, the Athenians had already, having built them beforehand, 
and it was necessary to construct others in addition to these. They resolved 

then, when they took counsel after the oracle was given, to receive the 

barbarian invading Greece with their ships in full force, following the 

commands of the god, in combination with those of the Greeks who were 

willing to join them.  

 145. … The Greeks, being informed that Xerxes was with his 

army at Sardis, decided to send spies to Asia to observe the power of the 

King; and moreover they resolved to send envoys to Argos to form an 

alliance against the Persian, and to send others to Sicily to Gelon the son of 

Dinomenes and also to Corcyra, to urge them to come to the assistance of 

Greece, and others again to Crete; for they made it their aim that if possible 

the Greeks might unite, and that they might join all together for a common 
purpose, since dangers were threatening all the Greeks equally. … 

 146. When they had thus resolved, they reconciled and then sent 

first three men as spies to Asia. When these men came to Sardis, and having 

gotten knowledge about the King's army, they were discovered, and after 

having been examined by the generals of the land-army, were being led off 

to die. For these men death had been determined, but Xerxes, being 

informed of this, disagreed with the decision of the generals and sent some 

of his bodyguards, ordering them that, if they should find the spies alive, to 

bring them to his presence. So, having found them, they brought them into 

the presence of the King; and upon that, Xerxes, being informed for what 

purpose they had come, commanded the bodyguards to lead them around 
and to show them the whole army, both infantry and cavalry, and when they 

had their fill of looking at these things, to let them go unharmed to whatever  

land they desired. 

 147. Such was the command which he gave, adding at the same 

time this, saying, namely that if the spies had been put to death, the Greeks 

would not have been informed beforehand of his power, how far beyond 

description it was; while on the other hand, by putting to death three men 

they would not very greatly have damaged the enemy; but when these 

returned back to Greece, he thought it likely that the Greeks, hearing of his 

power, would deliver up their freedom to him themselves, before the 
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expedition took place which was being set in motion; and thus there would 

be no need for them to take the trouble of marching an army against them… 

 

[148-74: The polis of Argos ends up not participating (148-52). An appeal 

to Gelon, tyrannos of Syracuse on the island of Sicily is also unsuccessful, 

but Herodotus uses the occasion to give the back story about Gelon and the 
war he was waging with the Carthaginians at the time (153-67). Corcyra 

prepares its navy to help, but waits to see how the war will turn out (168). 

Crete sits out and Herodotus gives some background about Cretans (169-

71). Plans to confront the Persian army fall through, and Thessaly 

surrenders to Xerxes (172-74).]  

 

 175. When the Greeks returned to the Isthmus, they 

deliberated…: and the opinion which prevailed was to guard the pass at 

Thermopylae; for it seemed to be narrower than that leading into Thessaly, 

and at the same time it was singular and nearer also to their own land; and 

as for the path by means of which those Greeks were in fact later taken by 

the enemy at Thermopylae, they did not even know of its existence until 
they were informed by the people of Trachis after they had come to 

Thermopylae. This pass, then, they resolved to guard, and not permit the 

barbarian to pass into Greece; and they resolved that the fleet should sail to 

Artemisium in the territory of Histiaea: for these points are near to one 

another, so that each division of their forces could have information about 

what was happening to the other. The places are situated as I shall describe. 

 176. As to Artemisium first, coming out of the Thracian Sea the 

space is contracted from great width to that narrow channel which lies 

between the island of Sciathus and the mainland of Magnesia; and after the 

strait there follows at once in Euboea the sea-beach called Artemisium, 

upon which there is a temple of Artemis. Then secondly the passage into 
Greece by Trachis is, where it is narrowest, but fifty feet wide: it is not here, 

however, that the narrowest part of this whole region lies, but in front of 

Thermopylae and also behind it, consisting of a single wheel-track only 

both by Alpenoe, which lies behind Thermopylae and again by the river 

Phoenix near the town of Anthela there is no space but a single wheel-track 

only: and to the west of Thermopylae there is a mountain which is 

impassable and precipitous, rising up to a great height and extending 

towards the range of Oeta, while on the east of the road, the sea quickly 

recedes to swampy pools. In this passage are hot springs, which the natives 

of the place call the "Pots," and an altar of Hercules is set up near them. 

Moreover, a wall had once been built at this pass, and in old times there was 

a gate set in it ... Now the ancient wall had been built long before, and the 

greater part of it was by that time in ruins from the passage of time; the 

Greeks, however, resolved to set it up again, and at this spot to repel the 

barbarian from Greece: and very near the road there is a village called 

Alpenoe, from which the Greeks counted on getting supplies. 

 
[177-200: The Persian fleet meets three advance ships of the Greeks and 

Herodotus calculates the size of the entire invading force at 5,283,220 (177-

88). A storm destroys much of the Persian fleet and the remainder sails on 

to Artemisium (189-95). The land army advances (196-99).]  

 

 201. King Xerxes was encamped in the region of Trachis in the 

land of the Malians, and the Greeks within the pass. This place is called by 

the Greeks in general Thermopylae [“Hot Gates”], but by the natives of the 

place and those who dwell in the country around it is called Pylae 

]”Gates”]. Both sides were encamped in this area, and the one had 

command of all that lies beyond Trachis in the direction of the North Wind, 

and the others of what tends towards the South Wind and the mid-day on 
this side of the continent.  

 202. These were the Greeks who awaited the attack of the 

Persians in this place: of the Spartans three hundred hoplites; of the men of 

Tegea and Mantinea a thousand, half from each place, from Orchomenus in 

Arcadia a hundred and twenty, and from the rest of Arcadia a thousand, of 

the Arcadians as many; from Corinth four hundred, from Phlius two 

hundred, and of the men of Mycenae eighty: these were those who came 

from the Peloponnese; and from the Boeotians seven hundred of the 

Thespians, and of the Thebans four hundred. 

 203. In addition to these, the Locrians of Opus had been 

summoned to come in full force, and of the Phocians a thousand: for the 
Greeks had sent messengers to them, communicating by messengers that 

they had come as forerunners of the others, that the rest of the allies were 

expected every day, that their sea was safely guarded, being watched by the 

Athenians and the Aeginetans and by those who had been appointed to 

serve in the fleet, and that they need fear nothing: for he was not a god, they 

said, who was coming to attack Greece, but a man; and there was no mortal, 

nor would there be any, with whose fortunes evil had not been mingled at 

his very birth, and the greatest evils for the greatest men; therefore, he also 

who was marching against them, being mortal, would be destined to fail in 

his expectation. They accordingly, hearing this, came to the assistance of 

the others at Trachis. 
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 204. Of these troops, although there were other commanders 

also, according to the state to which each belonged, yet he who was most 

held in regard and who was leader of the whole army was the Spartan 

Leonidas son of Anaxandrides, son of Leon, son of Eurycratides, son of 

Anaxander, son of Eurycrates, son of Polydoros, son of Alcamenes, son of 

Teleclos, son of Archelaos, son of Hegesilaos, son of Doryssos, son of 
Leobotes, son of Echestratos, son of Agis, son of Eurysthenes, son of 

Aristodemos, son of Aristomachos, son of Cleodaios, son of Hyllos, son of 

Hercules; who had obtained the kingdom of Sparta contrary to expectation. 

 205. For, as he had two brothers each older than himself, namely 

Cleomenes and Dorieus, he had been far from the thought of becoming 

king. Since, however, Cleomenes had died without a son, and Dorieus was 

no longer alive (he also had brought his life to an end in Sicily), thus the 

kingdom came to Leonidas, both because was older than Cleombrotus (for 

Cleombrotus was the youngest of the sons of Anaxandrides) and also 

because he had in marriage Gorgo, the daughter of Cleomenes. He then at 

this time went to Thermopylae, having chosen the three hundred who were 

appointed by law and men who happened to have sons; and he took with 
him besides, before he arrived, those Thebans whom I mentioned when I 

reckoned them in the number of the troops, of whom the commander was 

Leontiades the son of Eurymachus: and for this reason Leonidas was 

anxious to take these with him of all the Greeks, namely because 

accusations had been strongly brought against them that they were taking 

the side of the Medes; therefore he summoned them to the war, desiring to 

know whether they would send troops with them or whether they would 

openly renounce the alliance of the Greeks; and they sent men, having other 

thoughts in their mind. 

 206. These with Leonidas the Spartans had sent out first, in 

order that, seeing them, the other allies might join in the campaign, and for 
fear that they also might take the side of the Medes, if they heard that the 

Spartans were delaying their action. Afterwards, however, when they had 

held the festival (for the festival of the Carneia stood in their way), they 

intended then to leave a garrison in Sparta and to come to help in full force 

with speed: and just so also the rest of the allies had thought of doing 

themselves; for it happened that the Olympic festival fell at the same time 

as these events. Accordingly, since they did not suppose that the fighting in 

Thermopylae would so soon be decided, they sent only the forerunners of 

their force. 

 207. These, I say, had intended to do thus: and meanwhile the 

Greeks at Thermopylae, when the Persian had come near to the pass, were 

in dread, and deliberated about retreating from their position. To the rest of 

the Peloponnesians then it seemed best that they should go to the 

Peloponnese and guard the Isthmus; but Leonidas, when the Phocians and 

Locrians were indignant at this opinion, gave his vote for remaining there, 

and for sending at the same time messengers to the individual poleis, asking 

them to come up to help them, since they were only a few to repel the army 
of the Medes. 

 208. As they were thus deliberating, Xerxes sent a scout on 

horseback to see how many they were in number and what they were doing; 

for he had heard while he was still in Thessaly that there had been 

assembled in this place a small force, and that the leaders of it were 

Spartans together with Leonidas, who was of the race of Hercules. And 

when the horseman had ridden up towards their camp, he looked upon them 

and had a view not indeed of the whole of their army, for of those which 

were posted within the wall, which they had repaired and were guarding, it 

was not possible to have a view, but he observed those who were outside, 

whose station was in front of the wall; and it happened that, at that moment, 

the Spartans were those who were posted outside. So then he saw some of 
the men practicing athletic exercises and some combing their long hair: and 

as he looked upon these things, he was amazed, and at the same time he 

observed their number: and when he had observed all exactly, he rode back 

unmolested, for no one attempted to pursue him and he found himself 

treated with much indifference. And when he returned, he reported to 

Xerxes all that he had seen. 

 209. Hearing this, Xerxes was not able to conjecture the truth 

about the matter, namely that they were preparing themselves to die and to 

deal death to the enemy as far as they might; but it seemed to him that they 

were acting in a manner merely ridiculous; and therefore he sent for 

Demaratus the son of Ariston, who was in his camp, and when he came, 
Xerxes asked him about these things, desiring to discover what the Spartans 

were doing: and he said: "You did hear from my mouth at a former time, 

when we were setting forth to go against Greece, the things concerning 

these men; and, having heard them, you laughed at me, because I told you 

things which I perceived would come to pass; for to me it is the greatest of 

all ends to speak the truth continually before you, O King. Hear, then, this 

no, too: these men have come to fight against us for the pass, and this is 

what they are preparing to do; for they have a custom which is as follows: 

whenever they are about to put their lives in peril, then they attend to the 

arrangement of their hair. Be assured, however, that if you subdue these and 

the rest of them which remain behind in Sparta, there is no other race of 
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men which will await your arrival, O King, or will raise hands against you: 

for now you are about to fight against the noblest kingdom and city of those 

among the Greeks, and the best men." To Xerxes what was said seemed to 

be utterly incredible, and he asked again a second time in what manner so 

few would fight with his army. He said, "O King, deal with me as a liar, if 

you find not that these things come to pass as I say." 
 210. His words did not convince Xerxes, who let four days go 

by, expecting always that they would take flight; but on the fifth day, when 

they did not depart but remained, being obstinate, as he thought, in 

impudence and folly, he was enraged and sent against them the Medes and 

the Cissians, charging them to take the men alive and bring them into his 

presence. Then when the Medes moved forward and attacked the Greeks, 

there fell many of them, and others kept coming up continually, and they 

were not driven back, although suffering great loss: and they made it 

evident to every man, and to the King himself not least of all, that human 

beings are many but men are few. This combat went on throughout the day.  

 211. When the Medes were being roughly handled, then they 

retired from the battle, and Persians whom the King called "Immortals," of 
whom Hydarnes was commander, took their place and came to the attack, 

supposing that they, at least, would easily overcome the enemy. When, 

however, they engaged in combat with the Greeks, they had no more 

success than the Median troops but the same as they, seeing that they were 

fighting in a place with a narrow passage, using shorter spears than the 

Greeks, and not being able to take advantage of their superior numbers. The 

Spartans, meanwhile, were fighting memorably, being men perfectly skilled 

in fighting, opposed to men who were unskilled, and among other things, 

they would turn their backs to the enemy and make a pretense of taking 

flight; and the barbarians, seeing them thus taking flight, would follow after 

them with shouting and clashing of arms: then the Spartans, when they were 
being caught up, turned and faced the barbarians; and turning around, they 

would slay innumerable multitudes of the Persians; and there fell also at 

these times a few of the Spartans themselves. So, as the Persians were not 

able to obtain any success by working the entrance and attacking it by 

divisions and every way, they retreated. 

 212. And during these attacks, it is said that the King, looking 

on, three times leapt up from his seat, struck with fear for his army. Thus 

they contended then: and on the following day, the barbarians strove with 

no better success; for because the men opposed to them were few in 

number, they engaged in battle with the expectation that they would be 

found to be disabled and would not be capable any longer of raising their 

hands against them to fight. The Greeks, however, were arranged by 

companies as well as by nations, and they fought successively each in turn, 

excepting the Phocians, for these were posted up the mountain to guard the 

path. So the Persians, finding nothing different from what they had seen on 

the former day, retired back from the fight. 

 213. Then when the King was desperate about what to do in the 
matter before him, Ephialtes the son of Eurydemus, a Malian, came to speak 

with him, supposing that he would win a very great reward from the King; 

and this man told him of the path which leads over the mountain to 

Thermopylae, and brought about the destruction of those Greeks who 

remained in that place. Afterwards, from fear of the Spartans, he fled to 

Thessaly, and when he had fled, a price was proclaimed for his life by the 

delegates when the Amphictyonic Council met for their assembly at Pylae. 

Then some time afterwards having returned to Anticyra, he was killed by 

Athenades, a man of Trachis. Now this Athenades killed Ephialtes for 

another cause, which I shall set forth in the following part of the history, but 

he was honored for it nonetheless by the Spartans. 

 214. Thus Ephialtes after these events was killed: there is, 
however, another tale told, that Onetes the son of Phanagoras, a man of 

Carystus, and Corydallus of Anticyra were those who showed the Persians 

the way around the mountain; but this I can by no means accept: for first we 

must judge by the fact that the Delegates of the Greeks did not proclaim a 

price for the lives of Onetes and Corydallus, but for that of Ephialtes the 

Trachinian, having surely obtained the most exact information of the matter; 

and secondly we know that Ephialtes was an exile from his country to avoid 

this charge. True it is indeed that Onetes might know of this path, even 

though he was not a Malian, if he had had dealings with the country; but 

Ephialtes it was who led them around the mountain by the path, and him 

therefore I write down as the guilty man. 
 215. Xerxes accordingly, being pleased by what Ephialtes 

worked to bring about, at once with great joy proceeded to send Hydarnes 

and those under his command; and they set out from the camp about the 

time when the lamps are lit. ... 

 217. By this path the Persians, after crossing over the Asopus, 

proceeded all through the night, having on their right hand the mountains of 

the Oetaeans and on the left those of the Trachinians: and when dawn 

appeared, they had reached the summit of the mountain. In this part of the 

mountain there were, as I have before shown, a thousand hoplites of the 

Phocians keeping guard, to protect their own country and to guard the path: 

for while the pass below was guarded by those whom I have mentioned, the 
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path over the mountain was guarded by the Phocians, who had undertaken 

the business for Leonidas by their own offer.  

 218. While the Persians were ascending, they were concealed 

from these, since all the mountain was covered with oak-trees; and the 

Phocians became aware of them after they had made the ascent as follows: 

the day was calm, and a fair amount of noise was made by the Persians, as 
was likely when leaves were lying spread upon the ground under their feet; 

at which point the Phocians started up and began to put on their arms, and 

by this time the barbarians were close. The Persians, when they saw men 

arming themselves, were startled, for they were expecting that no one would 

appear to oppose them, and instead they had met with an armed force. Then 

Hydarnes, seized with fear that the Phocians should be Spartans, asked 

Ephialtes of what people the force was; and, being accurately informed, he 

arranged the Persians for battle. The Phocians, however, when they were hit 

by the arrows of the enemy, which flew thick, fled and got away at once to 

the topmost peak of the mountain, fully assured that it was against them that 

the enemy had designed to come, and here they were ready to meet death. 

That was their thinking, but the Persians meanwhile, with Ephialtes and 
Hydarnes, ignored the Phocians and hurried down the mountain. 

 219. To the Greeks who were in Thermopylae first the 

soothsayer Megistias, after inspecting the sacrificial victims, declared the 

death which was to come to them at dawn; and afterwards deserters brought 

the report of the Persians having gone around. These signaled it to them 

while it was yet night, and third came the day watch, who had run down 

from the heights when day was already dawning. Then the Greeks 

deliberated, and their opinions were divided; for some urged that they 

should not desert their post, while others opposed this counsel. After this, 

they departed from their assembly, and some went away and dispersed each 

to their various poleis, while others of them were ready to remain there 
together with Leonidas. 

 220. However, it is reported also that Leonidas himself sent 

them away, having a care that they might not perish, but thinking that it was 

not seemly for himself and for the Spartans who were present to leave the 

post to which they had come at first to keep guard there. I am inclined 

rather to be of this latter opinion, namely that because Leonidas perceived 

that the allies were out of heart and did not desire to face the danger with 

him to the end, he ordered them to depart, but held that for himself to go 

away was not honorable, whereas if he remained, great fame of him would 

be left behind, and the prosperity of Sparta would not be blotted out: for an 

oracle had been given by the Pythian prophetess to the Spartans, when they 

consulted about this war at the time when it was being first set on foot, to 

the effect that either Sparta must be destroyed by the barbarians, or their 

king must lose his life. This reply the prophetess gave them in hexameter 

verses, and it ran thus: 

"But as for you, you men who in wide-spaced Sparta inhabit, 

Either your glorious city is sacked by the children of Perses, 
Or, if it be not so, then a king of the stock Heracleian 

Dead shall be mourned for by all in the boundaries of broad Sparta. 

Him nor the might of bulls nor the raging of lions shall hinder; 

For he hath might as of Zeus; and I say he shall not be restrained, 

Till one of the other of these he have utterly torn and divided." 

I am of opinion that Leonidas, considering these things and desiring to lay 

up for himself glory above all the other Spartans, dismissed the allies, rather 

than that those who departed did so in such disorderly fashion, because they 

were divided in opinion. 

 221. Of this the following has been to my mind proof as 

convincing as any other, namely that Leonidas is known to have attempted 

to dismiss the soothsayer also who accompanied this army, Megistias the 
Acarnanian, who was said to be descended from the prophet Melampus, that 

he might not perish with them after he had declared from the sacrificial 

victims what was about to come to pass. He, however, when he was 

requested to go, would not himself depart, but sent away his son who was 

with him in the army, besides whom he had no other child. 

 222. The allies, then, who were dismissed departed and went 

away, obeying the word of Leonidas, and only the Thespians and the 

Thebans remained behind with the Spartans. Of these the Thebans stayed 

against their will and not because they desired it, for Leonidas kept them, 

counting them as hostages; but the Thespians very willingly, for they said 

that they would not depart and leave Leonidas and those with him, but they 
stayed behind and died with them. The commander of these was 

Demophilus the son of Diadromes. 

 223. Xerxes, meanwhile, having made libations at sunrise, 

stayed for some time, until about the hour when the market fills, and then 

made an advance; for this is what Ephialtes encouraged him to do, seeing 

that the descent of the mountain is shorter and the space to be passed over 

much less than the path around and the ascent. The barbarians accordingly 

with Xerxes were advancing to the attack; and the Greeks with Leonidas, 

feeling that they were going to death, now advanced out much further than 

at first into the broader part of the plain; for when the fence of the wall was 

being guarded, they, on the former days, fought, retiring before the enemy, 
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into the narrow part of the pass; but now they engaged with them outside 

the narrows, and very many of the barbarians fell: for behind them the 

leaders of the divisions with whips in their hands were striking each man, 

ever urging them on to the front. Many of them then were driven into the 

sea and perished, and many more still were trampled alive by one another, 

and there was no reckoning the number that perished: for knowing the death 
which was about to come upon them by reason of those who were going 

around the mountain, they displayed to the barbarians all the strength which 

they had, to its greatest extent, disregarding danger and acting as if 

possessed by a spirit of recklessness. 

 224. Now by this time the spears of the greater number of them 

were broken, so it happened, in this battle, and they were slaying the 

Persians with their swords; and in this fighting fell Leonidas, having proved 

himself a very good man, and others also of the Spartans with him, men of 

note, of whose names I was informed as of men who had proved themselves 

worthy, and indeed I was told also the names of all the three hundred. 

Moreover of the Persians there fell, among many of note, especially two 

sons of Darius, Abrocomes and Hyperanthes, born to Darius of Phratagune 
the daughter of Artanes: now Artanes was the brother of King Darius and 

the son of Hystaspes, the son of Arsames; and he in giving his daughter in 

marriage to Darius gave also with her all his property, because she was his 

only child. 

 225. The two brothers of Xerxes fell here fighting; and 

meanwhile over the body of Leonidas there arose a great struggle between 

the Persians and the Spartans, until the Greeks by valor dragged it away 

from the enemy and routed their opponents four times. This conflict 

continued until those who had gone with Ephialtes came up; and when the 

Greeks learned that they had come, from that moment the nature of the 

combat changed; for they retired backwards to the narrow part of the way, 
and having passed by the wall they went and placed themselves upon the 

hill, all in a body together except only the Thebans: now this hill is in the 

entrance, where now the stone lion is placed for Leonidas. On this spot, 

while defending themselves with daggers, that is those who still had them 

left, and also with hands and with teeth, they were overwhelmed by the 

missiles of the barbarians, some of these having followed directly after 

them and destroyed the fence of the wall, while others had come around and 

stood about them on all sides. 

 226. Such were the proofs of valor given by the Spartans and 

Thespians; yet the Spartan Dieneces is said to have proved himself the best 

man of all, the same who, as they report, uttered this saying before they 

engaged battle with the Medes: being informed by one of the men of 

Trachis that, when the barbarians discharged their arrows, they obscured the 

light of the sun by the multitude of the arrows, so great was the number of 

their army, he was not dismayed by this, but trivializing the number of the 

Medes, he said that their guest from Trachis brought them very good news, 

for if the Medes obscured the light of the sun, the battle against them would 
be in the shade and not in the sun. 

 227. This and other sayings of this kind they report that 

Dieneces the Spartan left as memorials of himself; and after him the bravest 

they say of the Spartans were two brothers Alpheus and Maron, sons of 

Orsiphantus. Of the Thespians the man who gained most honor was named 

Dithyrambus son of Harmatides.  

 228. The men were buried were they fell; and for these, as well 

as for those who were killed before being sent away by Leonidas, there is an 

inscription which runs thus: 

 "Here once, facing in fight three hundred myriads of foemen, 

 Thousands four did contend, men of the Peloponnese." 

This is the inscription for the whole body; and for the Spartans separately 
there is this: 

 "Stranger, report this word, we pray, to the Spartans, that lying 

  Here in this spot we remain, faithfully keeping their laws."  

This for the Spartans; and for the soothsayer as follows: 

     "This is the tomb of Megistias renowned, whom the Median foemen, 

      Where Sperchios doth flow, slew when they forded the stream; 

      Soothsayer he, who then knowing clearly the fates that were coming, 

      Did not endure in the fray Sparta's good leaders to leave." 

The Amphictyons it was who honored them with inscriptions and memorial 

pillars, except in the case of the inscription to the soothsayer, for that of the 

soothsayer Megistias was inscribed by Simonides the son of Leoprepes on 
account of guest-friendship.  

 229. Two of these three hundred, it is said, namely Eurystus and 

Aristodemus, who, if they had agreed with each another, might either have 

come safe home to Sparta together (seeing that they had been dismissed 

from the camp by Leonidas and were lying at Alpenoe suffering extremely 

with a disease of the eyes,), or again, if they had not wished to return home, 

they might have been killed together with the rest,--when they might, I say, 

have done either one of these two things, they could not in fact agree; but 

the two being divided in opinion, Eurystus, it is said, when he was informed 

that the Persians had gone around, asked for his arms and, having put them 

on, ordered his Helot to lead him to those who were fighting; and after he 
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had led him there, the man who had led him ran away and departed, but 

Eurystus plunged into the thick of the fighting, and so lost his life: but 

Aristodemus was left behind fainting. Now if either Aristodemus had been 

ill alone, and so had returned home to Sparta, or the men had both come 

back together, I do not suppose that the Spartans would have displayed any 

anger against them; but in this case, as the one of them had lost his life and 
the other, clinging to an excuse which the first also might have used, had 

not been willing to die, it necessarily happened that the Spartans had great 

indignation against Aristodemus. 

 230. Some say that Aristodemus came safe to Sparta in this 

manner, and on a pretext such as I have said; but others, that he had been 

sent as a messenger from the camp, and when he might have come in time 

to find the battle going on, was not willing to do so, but stayed on the road 

and so saved his life, while his fellow-messenger reached the battle and was 

killed. 

 231. When Aristodemus had returned home to Sparta, he faced 

reproach and dishonor; and what he suffered by way of dishonor was this: 

no one of the Spartans would either give him light for a fire or speak with 
him, and he had reproach in that he was called Aristodemus the coward.  

 232. In the battle at Plataea, however, he repaired all the guilt 

that was charged against him: but it is reported that another man also 

survived of these three hundred, whose name was Pantites, having been sent 

as a messenger to Thessaly, and this man, when he returned to Sparta and 

found himself dishonored, is said to have strangled himself. 

 233. The Thebans, however, of whom the commander was 

Leontiades, with the Greeks had continued for some time to fight against 

the King's army, constrained by necessity; but when they saw that the 

fortunes of the Persians were prevailing, then and not before, while the 

Greeks with Leonidas were making their way with speed to the hill, they 
separated and, holding out their hands, approached the barbarians, saying at 

the same time what was most true, namely that they were on the side of the 

Medes and that they had been among the first to give earth and water to the 

King; and moreover that they had come to Thermopylae constrained by 

necessity, and were blameless for the loss which had been inflicted upon the 

King: so that, thus saying, they preserved their lives, for they had also the 

Thessalians to bear witness to these words. However, they did not 

altogether meet with good fortune, for some had been killed as they had 

been approaching, and when they had come and the barbarians had them in 

their power, the greater number of them were branded by command of 

Xerxes with the royal marks, beginning with their leader Leontiades, the 

same whose son Eurymachus was afterwards killed by the Plataeans, when 

he had been made commander of four hundred Thebans and had seized the 

city of the Plataeans.  

 234. Thus did the Greeks at Thermopylae contend in battle; and 

Xerxes summoned Demaratus and inquired of him, having first said this: 

"Demaratus, you are a good man; and this I conclude by the truth of your 
words, for all that you said turned out as you said. Now, however, tell me 

how many in number are the remaining Spartans, and of them how many 

are like these in matters of war; or are all of them like these?" He said: "O 

King, the number of all the Spartans is great and their cities are many, but 

what you desire to learn, you will know. There are  in the city of Sparta 

about eight thousand men; and these are all equal to those who fought here: 

the other Spartans are not equal to these, but they are good men, too." To 

this Xerxes said, "Demaratus, in what manner shall we with the least effort 

get the better of these men? Come explain this to us; for you know the 

courses of their counsels, seeing that you were once their king." 

 235. He made answer: "O King, if you take my advice seriously, 

it is right that I declare to you the best thing. What if you should send three 
hundred ships from your fleet to attack Spartan territory? Now there is lying 

near it an island named Cythera, about which Chilon, who was a very wise 

man among us, said that it would be a greater gain for the Spartans that it 

should be sunk under the sea than that it should remain above it; for he 

always anticipated that something would happen because of it of the sort as 

I am now explaining to you: not that he knew of your army beforehand, but 

that he feared equally every army of men. Let your forces then set forth 

from this island and keep the Spartans in fear; and while they have a war of 

their own close at their doors, there will be no fear for you from them that 

when the remainder of Greece is being conquered by the land-army, they 

will come to the rescue there. Then after the remainder of Greece has been 
reduced to subjection, from that moment the Spartan power will be left 

alone and therefore feeble. If, however, you do not do this, I will tell you 

what you must look for. There is a narrow isthmus leading to the 

Peloponnese, and in this place you must realize that other battles will be 

fought more severe than those which have taken place, seeing that all the 

Peloponnesians have sworn in a league against you: but if you do the other 

thing of which I spoke, this isthmus and the poleis within it will come over 

to your side without a battle." 

 236. After him spoke Achaemenes, brother of Xerxes and also 

commander of the fleet, who happened to be present at this conversation 

and was afraid that Xerxes should be persuaded: "O King," he said, "I see 
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that you are admitting the speech of a man who envies your good fortune, or 

is even a traitor to your cause: for in truth the Greeks delight in such a 

temper as this; they envy a man for his good luck, and they hate what is 

stronger than themselves. And if, besides other misfortunes which we have 

upon us, seeing that four hundred of our ships have been wrecked, you will 

send away another three hundred from the fleet to sail round the 
Peloponnese, then your antagonists become a match for you in battle; 

whereas, while it is all assembled together, our fleet is hard for them to deal 

with, and they will not be at all a match for you: and moreover the whole 

sea-force will support the land-force and be supported by it, if they proceed 

onwards together; but if you divide them, neither will you be of service to 

them nor they to you. My determination is rather to set your affairs in good 

order and not to consider the affairs of the enemy, either where they will 

engage in the war or what they will do or how many in number they are; for 

it is sufficient that they should themselves take thought for themselves, and 

we for ourselves likewise: and if the Spartans come to stand against the 

Persians in a fight, they will assuredly not heal the wound from which they 

are now suffering."  
 237. To him Xerxes answered: "Achaemenes, I think that you 

speak well, and I will do as you say; but Demaratus speaks what he believes 

is best for me, although his opinion is defeated by yours: for I will not admit 

what you said, that he is not well-disposed to my cause, judging both by 

what was said by him before this, and also by what is the truth, namely that 

although one citizen envies another for his good fortune and shows enmity 

to him by his silence, nor would a citizen, when a fellow-citizen consulted 

him, suggest what seemed to him the best, unless he had attained to a great 

height of virtue, and such men doubtless are few; but a guest-friend to 

guest-friend in prosperity is well-disposed as nothing else on earth, and if 

his friend should consult him, he would give him the best advice. Thus then 
as regards insulting Demaratus, that is to say about one who is my guest-

friend, I order that everyone abstain from it in the future." 

 238. Having thus spoken, Xerxes reviewed the bodies of the 

dead; and as for Leonidas, hearing that he had been the king and 

commander of the Spartans, he ordered them to cut off his head and crucify 

him. And it has been made plain to me by many proofs besides, but by none 

more strongly than by this, that King Xerxes was enraged with Leonidas 

while alive more than with any other man on earth; for otherwise he would 

never have done this outrage to his corpse; since of all the men whom I 

know, the Persians are accustomed most to honor those who are good men 

in war. Those appointed to do these things, proceeded to do so. 

 239. I will return now to that point of my narrative where it 

remained unfinished. The Spartans had been informed before all others that 

the King was preparing an expedition against Greece; and thus it happened 

that they sent to the Oracle at Delphi, where that reply was given them 

which I reported shortly before this [7.220 above]. And they got this 

information in a strange manner; for Demaratus the son of Ariston, after he 
had fled for refuge to the Medes, was not friendly to the Spartans, as I think 

and as likelihood suggests supporting my opinion; but it is open to any man 

to make conjecture whether he did this thing which follows in a friendly 

spirit or in malicious triumph over them. When Xerxes had resolved to 

make a campaign against Greece, Demaratus, being in Susa and having 

been informed of this, desired to report it to the Spartans. Now in no other 

way was he able to signal it, for there was danger that he should be 

discovered, but he found a trick, that is to say, he took a folding tablet and 

scraped off the wax which was upon it, and then he wrote the plan of the 

King upon the wood of the tablet, and having done so, he melted the wax 

and poured it over the writing, so that the tablet (being carried without 

writing upon it) might not cause any trouble when given by the guards. 
Then when it had arrived at Sparta, the Spartans were not able to discern its 

purpose; until at last, as I am informed, Gorgo, the daughter of Cleomenes 

and wife of Leonidas, suggested a plan of which she had herself thought, 

bidding them scrape the wax and they would find writing upon the wood; 

and doing as she said, they found the writing and read it, and after that they 

sent notice to the other Greeks. These things are said to have come to pass 

in this manner.  
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BOOK 8 

 

1. Those of the Greeks who had been appointed to serve in the fleet were 

these: the Athenians furnished a hundred and twenty-seven ships, and the 

Plataeans, moved by valor and zeal for the service, although they had had 

no practice in seamanship, yet joined with the Athenians in manning their 
ships. The Corinthians furnished forty ships, the Megarians twenty; the 

Chalcidians manned twenty ships with which the Athenians furnished them; 

the Aeginetans furnished eighteen ships, the Sicyonians twelve, the 

Spartans ten, the Epidaurians eight, the Eretrians seven, the Troizenians 

five, the Styrians two, the Ceïans two ships and two fifty-oared galleys, 

while the Locrians of Opus came also to the assistance of the rest with 

seven fifty-oared galleys. 

 2. These were those who joined in the expedition to Artemisium, 

and I have mentioned them according to the number of the ships which they 

supplied: so the number of the ships which were assembled at Artemisium 

was (apart from the fifty-oared galleys) two hundred and seventy-one: and 

the commander who had the supreme power was furnished by the Spartans, 
namely Eurybiades son of Eurycleides, since the allies said that they would 

not follow the lead of the Athenians, but unless a Spartan were leader they 

would break up the expedition which was to be made: 

3, for it had come to be said at first, even before they sent to Sicily to obtain 

allies, that the fleet ought to be placed in the charge of the Athenians. So as 

the allies opposed this, the Athenians yielded, having it much at heart that 

Greece should be saved, and perceiving that if they should argue with each 

another about the leadership, Greece would perish: and here they judged 

rightly, for, compared to a united war effort, internal quarrels are as bad as 

war itself when compared to peace. Being assured, then, of this truth, they 

did not contend, but gave way for so long time as they were urgently in 
need of the allies; and that this was so their later conduct proved; for when, 

after repelling the Persian from themselves, they were now contending for 

his land and no longer for their own, they alleged the insolence of Pausanias 

as a pretext and took away the leadership from the Spartans. This, however, 

took place afterwards. 

 4. But at this time the Greeks also who had come to Artemisium, 

when they saw that a great number of ships had put in at Aphetae and that 

everything was filled with their troops, were struck with fear, because the 

situation of the barbarians was so different from what they expected, and 

they deliberated about retreating from Artemisium to the inner parts of 

Greece. And the Euboeans, perceiving that they were so deliberating, asked 

Eurybiades to stay there by them for a short time, until they removed out of 

their land their children, and their households; and when they did not 

persuade him, they went elsewhere and persuaded Themistocles the 

commander of the Athenians by a payment of thirty talents, the condition 

being that the fleet should stay and fight the naval battle in front of Euboea. 

 5. Themistocles then caused the Greeks to stay in the following 
manner: to Eurybiades he imparted five talents of the sum with the pretense 

that he was giving it from himself; and when Eurybiades had been 

persuaded by him to change his resolution, Adimantus son of Okytos, the 

Corinthian commander, was the only one of all the others who still made a 

struggle, saying that he would sail away from Artemisium and would not 

stay with the others: to him, therefore, Themistocles said with an oath: "You 

at least will not leave us, for I will give you greater gifts than the King of 

the Medes would send to you, if you desert your allies." He spoke, and at 

the same time he sent to the ship of Adimantus three talents of silver. So 

these all had been persuaded by gifts to change their resolution, and at the 

same time the request of the Euboeans had been granted and Themistocles 

himself acquired money; and it was not known that he had the rest of the 
money, but those who received a share of this money were fully persuaded 

that it had come from the Athenian government for this purpose. 

 6. Thus they remained in Euboea and fought a naval battle; and 

it came to pass as follows: when the barbarians had arrived at Aphetae 

about the beginning of the afternoon, having been informed even before 

they came that a few ships of the Greeks were stationed about Artemisium 

and now seeing them for themselves, they were eager to attack them, to see 

if they could capture them. Now they did not think it good yet to sail against 

them directly for this reason,—for fear that the Greeks, when they saw them 

sailing against them, should set out to take flight and darkness should come 

upon them in their flight; and so they were likely (thought the Persians) to 
get away …. 

 7. With a view to this then they contrived as follows: of the 

whole number of their ships they parted off two hundred and sent them 

around to sail by Caphereus and around Geriastos to the Euripus, going 

outside Skiathos so that they might not be sighted by the enemy as they 

sailed round Euboea: and their purpose was that with these coming up that 

way, and blocking the enemies' retreat, and themselves advancing against 

them directly, they might surround them on all sides. Having formed this 

plan, they proceeded to send off the ships which were appointed for this, 

and they themselves had no design of attacking the Greeks on that day nor 

until the signal agreed upon should be displayed to them by those who were 
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sailing around, to show that they had arrived. These ships they were sending 

around, and meanwhile they were mustering the rest at Aphetae. 

 8. During this time, while they were mustering their ships, it 

happened that there was in that camp a man of Skione named Skyllias, as a 

diver the best of all the men of that time, who also in the shipwreck which 

took place by Pelion had saved for the Persians many of their goods and 
many of them also he had acquired for himself: this Skyllias, it appears, had 

had an intention even before this of deserting to the side of the Greeks, but 

it had not been possible for him to do so then. In what manner after this 

attempt he did actually come to the Greeks, I am not able to say with 

certainty, but I marvel if the tale is true which is reported; for it is said that 

he dived into the sea at Aphetae and did not come up till he reached 

Artemisium, having traversed here somewhere about nine miles through the 

sea. Now there are told about this man several other tales which seem likely 

to be false, but some also which are true: about this matter, however, let it 

be stated as my opinion that he came to Artemisium in a boat. Then when 

he had come, he immediately informed the commanders about the 

shipwreck, how it had come to pass, and of the ships which had been sent 
away to go round Euboea. 

 9. Hearing this, the Greeks considered the matter with one 

another; and after many things had been spoken, the prevailing opinion was 

that they should remain there that day and encamp on shore, and then, when 

midnight was past, they should set out and go to meet those ships which 

were sailing around. After this, however, as no one sailed out to attack 

them, they waited for the coming of the late hours of the afternoon and 

sailed out themselves to attack the barbarians, desiring to test both their 

manner of fighting and of the trick of breaking their line.  

 10. And seeing them sailing against them with few ships, not 

only the others in the army of Xerxes but also their commanders judged 
them to be moved by mere madness, and they themselves also put out their 

ships to sea, supposing that they would easily capture them: and their 

expectation was reasonable enough, since they saw that the ships of the 

Greeks were few, while theirs were many times as numerous and sailed 

better. Setting their mind then on this, they came around and enclosed them 

in the middle. Then all the Ionians that were kindly disposed to the Greeks 

and were serving in the expedition against their will, counted it a matter of 

great grief to themselves when they saw the Greeks being surrounded and 

felt assured that not one of them would return home, so feeble did they 

think the power of the Greeks was; those to whom what was happening was 

a source of pleasure were vying with one another, each one endeavoring to 

be the first to take an Athenian ship and receive gifts from the King: for in 

their camps there was more talk about the Athenians than of any others. 

 11. The Greeks, meanwhile, when the signal was given, first set 

themselves with prows facing the barbarians and drew the sterns of their 

ships together in the middle; and, when the signal was given a second 

time, although shut off in a small space and prow against prow, they set to 
work vigorously; and they captured thirty ships of the barbarians and also 

Philaon the son of Chersis, the brother of Gorgos king of the Salaminians, 

who was a man of great repute in the army. Now the first of the Greeks who 

captured a ship of the enemy was an Athenian, Lycomedes the son of 

Aeschraeus, and he received the prize for valor. So these, as they were 

contending in this naval battle with doubtful result, were parted from one 

another by the coming of night. The Greeks accordingly sailed away to 

Artemisium and the barbarians to Aphetae, the contest having been widely 

different from their expectation. In this naval battle, Antidorus of Lemnos, 

alone of the Greeks who were with the King, deserted to the side of the 

Greeks, and the Athenians on account of this deed gave him a piece of land 

in Salamis.  
 12. When the darkness had come on, although the season was 

the middle of summer, yet there came on very abundant rain, which lasted 

through the whole of the night, with crashing thunder from Mount Pelion; 

and the dead bodies and wreckage were cast up at Aphetae and became 

tangled around the prows of the ships and struck against the blades of the 

oars: and the men of the army who were there, hearing these things, became 

afraid, expecting that they would certainly perish, to such troubles had they 

come; for, before they had had even breathing space after the shipwreck and 

the storm which had arisen off Mount Pelion, there had come upon them a 

hard naval battle, and after the naval battle a violent storm of rain and 

strong streams rushing to the sea and crashing thunder. 
 13. These then had such a night as I have said; and meanwhile 

those who had been appointed to sail around Euboea experienced the very 

same night, but against them it raged much more fiercely, inasmuch as it 

fell upon them while they were making their course in the open sea. And the 

end of it proved harder to them; for when the storm and the rain together 

came upon them as they sailed, being then off the "Hollows" of Euboea, 

they were borne by the wind not knowing by which way they were carried, 

and were cast upon the rocks. And all this was being brought about by a god 

in order that the Persian force might be made more equal to that of the 

Greeks and might not be by very much the larger. 
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 14. These, then, were perishing about the Hollows of Euboea, 

and meanwhile the barbarians at Aphetae, when day had dawned upon 

them, of which they were glad, were keeping their ships quiet, and were 

satisfied in their evil plight to remain still for the present time; but to the 

Greeks there came as a reinforcement fifty three Athenian ships. The 

coming of these gave them more courage, and at the same time they were 
encouraged also by a report that those of the barbarians who had been 

sailing around Euboea had all been destroyed by the storm that had 

taken place. They waited then for the same time of day as before, and then 

they sailed and fell upon some Cilician ships; and having destroyed them, 

they sailed away when the darkness came on, and returned to Artemisium. 

 15. On the third day, the commanders of the barbarians, being 

exceedingly indignant that so small a number of ships should thus do them 

damage, and fearing what Xerxes might do, did not wait this time for the 

Greeks to begin the fight, but passed the word of command and put their 

ships out to sea about the middle of the day. Now it so happened that these 

battles at sea and the battles on land at Thermopylae took place on the same 

days; and for those who fought by sea the whole aim of the fighting was 
concerned with the channel of Euripus, just as the aim of Leonidas and of 

his band was to guard the pass: the Greeks accordingly exhorted one 

another not to let the barbarians go by into Greece; while these cheered one 

another on to destroy the fleet of the Greeks and to get possession of the 

straits.  

 16. Now while the forces of Xerxes were sailing in order 

towards them, the Greeks kept quiet at Artemisium; and the barbarians, 

having made a crescent of their ships that they might enclose them, were 

endeavoring to surround them. Then the Greeks put out to sea and engaged 

with them; and in this battle the two sides were nearly equal to one another; 

for the fleet of Xerxes by reason of its great size and numbers suffered 
damage from itself, since the ships were thrown into confusion and ran into 

one another: nevertheless they held out and did not give way, for they 

refused to be turned to flight by so few ships. Many ships, therefore, of the 

Greeks were destroyed and many men perished, but many more ships and 

men of the barbarians. The fight continued until they parted and each 

withdrew. 

 17. In this naval battle, the Egyptians did best of the men who 

fought for Xerxes; and these, besides other great deeds which they 

displayed, captured five ships of the Greeks together with their crews: while 

of the Greeks those who did best on this day were the Athenians, and of the 

Athenians Clinias the son of Alcibiades, who was serving with two hundred 

men and a ship of his own, furnishing the expense at his own cost. 

 18. Having parted, both sides gladly hurried to their moorings; 

and after they had separated and got away out of the naval battle, although 

the Greeks had possession of the bodies of the dead and of the wrecks of the 

ships, yet having suffered severely, especially the Athenians, half of whose 
ships had been disabled, they were deliberating now about retreating to the 

inner parts of Greece. 

 19. Themistocles, however, had decided that, if the Ionian and 

Carian contingents should be detached from the force of the barbarians, 

they would be able to overcome the rest; and when the people of Euboea 

were driving their flocks down to that sea, he assembled the generals and 

said to them that he thought he had a plan by which he hoped to cause the 

best of the King's allies to leave him. This matter he revealed to that extent 

only; and with regard to their present circumstances, he said that they must 

do as follows:—everyone must slaughter the flocks of the Euboeans, as 

many as he wanted, for it was better that their army should have them than 

the enemy; moreover, he advised that each one should command his own 
men to light a fire: and as for the time of their departure, he would see to it 

in this way that they should come safe to Greece. This they were content to 

do, and immediately, when they had lit their fires, they turned their attention 

to the flocks. 

 [20. Herodotus reports an oracle of Bacis that the Eubaeans 

failed to heed.]  

 21. … there came to them the scout from Trachis: for there was 

at Artemisium a scout named Polyas, by birth of Anticyra, to whom it had 

been appointed, if the fleet should be disabled, to relay this to those at  

Thermopylae, and he had a vessel equipped and ready for this purpose; and 

similarly there was with Leonidas Abronichus son of Lysicles, an Athenian, 
ready to carry news to those at Artemisium with a thirty-oared galley, if any 

disaster should happen to the land-army. This Abronichus then had arrived, 

and he proceeded to relay to them what had come to pass about Leonidas 

and his army; and then, when they were informed of it, no longer delayed 

their retreat, but set out in the order in which they were posted, the 

Corinthians first and the Athenians last. 

 22. Themistocles, however, selected those ships of the 

Athenians which sailed best, and went around to the springs of drinking-

water, cutting inscriptions on the stones there, which the Ionians read when 

they came to Artemisium on the following day. These inscriptions ran thus: 

"Ionians, you act not right in making expedition against the fathers of your 
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race and endeavoring to enslave Greece. It would be best that you come and 

be on our side; but if that may not be done by you, stand aside even now 

from the combat against us and ask the Carians to do the same. If, however, 

neither of these two things is possible, and you are bound by too strong 

compulsion to be able to revolt, then in the action, when we engage battle, 

be purposely slack. Remember that you are descended from us and that our 
quarrel with the barbarian took its rise at first from you." Themistocles 

wrote thus, having, I suppose, two things together in his mind, namely that 

either the inscriptions might elude the notice of the King and cause the 

Ionians to change and come over to the side on which he was, or that, 

having been reported and denounced to Xerxes, they might cause the 

Ionians to be distrusted by him, and so he might keep them apart from the 

naval battles. 

 23. … 

 24. While they were there, Xerxes, after he had made his 

arrangements for to the bodies of the dead, sent a herald to the fleet: and the 

arrangements which he made beforehand were as follows: for all those of 

his army who were lying dead at Thermopylae (and there were as many as 
twenty thousand in all), with the exception of about a thousand whom he 

left, he dug trenches and buried them, laying over them leaves and heaping 

earth upon them, that they might not be seen by the men of the fleet. Then 

when the herald had gone over to Histiaea, he gathered an assembly of the 

whole force and spoke these words: "Allies, King Xerxes grants permission 

to any one of you who desires it, to leave his post and to come and see how 

he fights against those most senseless men who looked to overcome the 

power of the King." 

 25. When the herald had proclaimed this, then boats were of all 

things most requested, so many were they who desired to see this sight; and 

when they had crossed over, they went through the dead bodies and looked 
at them: and everyone supposed that those who were lying there were all 

Spartans or Thespians, although the Helots also were among those that they 

saw: however, they who had passed over did not fail to perceive that Xerxes 

had done what I mentioned with the bodies of his own dead; for in truth it 

was a  thing to cause laughter even: on the one side there were seen a 

thousand dead bodies lying, while the others lay all gathered together in the 

same place, four thousand of them. During this day, then, they busied 

themselves with looking, and on the day after this they sailed back to the 

ships at Histiaea, while Xerxes and his army set out on their march. 

 26. There had come also to them a few deserters from Arcadia, 

men in want of livelihood and desiring to be employed. These the Persians 

brought into the King's presence and inquired about what the Greeks were 

doing … They told them that the Greeks were holding the Olympic festival 

and were watching a contest of athletics and horsemanship. He then 

inquired again, what was the prize proposed to them, for the sake of which 

they contended; and they told them of the wreath of olive which is given. 

Then Tigranes the son of Artabanus uttered a thought which was most 
noble, although he incurred from the King the reproach of cowardice: for 

hearing that the prize was a wreath and not money, he could not bear to 

keep silent, but in the presence of all he spoke these words: "Ah! 

Mardonius, what kind of men are these against whom you have brought us 

to fight, who hold their contest not for money but for honor!" Thus was it 

spoken by this man. 

 

[27-39: The Persian forces continue southward, across Euboea, Phocis, and 

Delphi.] 

 

40. Meanwhile the fleet of the Greeks, after leaving Artemisium, put in at 

Salamis at the request of the Athenians: and for this reason the Athenians 
requested them to put in to Salamis, that in order they might remove out of 

Attica to a place of safety their children and their wives, and also deliberate 

what they would have to do; for in their present case they meant to take 

fresh counsel, because they had been deceived in their expectation. For they 

had thought to find the Peloponnesians in full force waiting for the 

barbarians in Boeotia; they found, however, none, but they were informed 

on the contrary that the Peloponnesians were fortifying the Isthmus with a 

wall, valuing above all things the safety of the Peloponnese and keeping this 

under guard; and that they were inclined to let everything else go. Being 

informed of this, the Athenians therefore requested of them to put in to 

Salamis. 
 41. The others then put in their ships at Salamis, but the 

Athenians went over to their own land; and there they made a proclamation 

that every one of the Athenians should attempt to save his children and 

household as best he could. So the greater number sent them to Troezen, but 

others to Aegina, and others to Salamis, and they were urgent to put these 

out of danger, both because they desired to obey the oracle and also 

especially for another reason, which was this:—the Athenians say that a 

great serpent lives in the temple and guards the Acropolis; and they not only 

say this, but also they set out for it monthly offerings, as if it were really 

there; and the offering consists of a honey-cake. This honey-cake, which 

before always used to be consumed, was at this time left untouched. When 
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the priestess had announced this, the Athenians left the city much more and 

with greater eagerness than before, seeing that the goddess also had (as they 

supposed) left the Acropolis. Then when all their belongings had been 

removed from danger, they sailed to the encampment of the fleet. 

 42. When those who came from Artemisium had put their ships 

in at Salamis, the remainder of the naval force of the Greeks, being 
informed of this, came over gradually to join them … There were 

assembled now many more ships than those which were in the naval battle 

at Artemisium, and from more poleis. Over the whole was set as admiral the 

same man as at Artemisium, namely Eurybiades the son of Eurycleides, a 

Spartan but not of the royal house; the Athenians, however, supplied by far 

the greatest number of ships and those which sailed the best. 

 [43-48: Herodotus catalogues all the ships in the fleet.]  

 49. When the commanders had assembled at Salamis from the 

poleis which have been mentioned, they began to deliberate, Eurybiades 

having proposed that anyone who desired it should declare his opinion as to 

where he thought it most convenient to fight a naval battle in those regions 

of which they had command; for Attica had already been let go, and he was 
now proposing the question about the other regions. And the opinions of the 

speakers for the most part agreed that they should sail to the Isthmus and 

there fight a naval battle in defense of the Peloponnese, arguing that if they 

should be defeated in the naval battle, supposing them to be at Salamis they 

would be blockaded in an island, where no help would come to them, but at 

the Isthmus they would be able to land where their own men were. 

 50. While the commanders from the Peloponnese argued thus, 

an Athenian had come in reporting that the barbarians were in Attica and 

that all the land was being laid waste with fire. For the army which directed 

its march through Boeotia in company with Xerxes, after it had burned the 

city of the Thespians (the inhabitants having left it and gone to the 
Peloponnese) and that of the Plataeans likewise, had now come to Athens 

and was laying waste everything in those regions. Now he had burned 

Thespiae and Plataea because he was informed by the Thebans that these 

were not taking the side of the Medes. 

 51. So in three months from the crossing of the Hellespont, 

where the barbarians began their march, after having stayed there one 

month while they crossed over into Europe, they had reached Attica, in the 

year when Calliades was archon of the Athenians [480 BC]. And they took 

the lower city, which was deserted, and then they found that there were still 

a few Athenians left in the temple, either stewards of the temple or needy 

persons, who had barred the entrance to the Acropolis with doors and with a 

palisade of timber and attempted to defend themselves against the attacks of 

the enemy, being men who had not gone to Salamis partly because of their 

poverty, and also because they thought that they alone had discovered the 

meaning of the oracle which the Pythian prophetess had uttered to them, 

namely that the "bulwark of wood" should be impregnable, and supposed 

that this was in fact the safe refuge according to the oracle, and not the 
ships. 

 52. So the Persians, taking their post upon the rising ground 

opposite the Acropolis, which the Athenians call the Areopagus (“Hill of 

Ares”), proceeded to besiege them in this fashion: they wrapped hemp 

fibers around their arrows and lighted it, and then shot them against the 

palisade. The Athenians who were besieged continued to defend themselves 

nevertheless, although they had come to extreme distress and their palisade 

had proved false; nor would they accept proposals for surrender, when the 

sons of Pisistratus brought them forward: but, attempting to defend 

themselves, they devised various means against the enemy, and among the 

rest they rolled down large stones when the barbarians approached the 

gates; so that for a long time Xerxes was having difficulty, not being able to 
capture them.  

 53. In time, however, there appeared for the barbarians a way to 

approach after their difficulties, since by the oracle it was destined that all 

of Attica which is on the mainland should come to be under the Persians. 

Thus then it happened that on the front side of the Acropolis behind the 

gates and the way up to the entrance, in a place where no one was keeping 

guard, nor would one have supposed that any man could ascend by this 

way, here men ascended by the temple of Aglaurus the daughter of King 

Cecrops, although indeed the place is precipitous: and when the Athenians 

saw that they had ascended up to the Acropolis, some of them threw 

themselves down from the wall and perished, while others took refuge in 
the sanctuary of the temple. Then those of the Persians who had ascended 

went first to the gates, and, after opening these, they proceeded to kill the 

suppliants; and when all had been killed by them, they plundered the temple 

and set fire to the whole of the Acropolis. 

 54. Then Xerxes, having fully taken possession of Athens, sent 

to Susa a messenger on horse to report to Artabanus the good success which 

they had. And on the next day after sending the herald, he called together 

the exiles of the Athenians who were accompanying him, and ordered them 

to go up to the Acropolis and sacrifice the victims in their own manner; 

whether it was that he had seen some vision of a dream which caused him to 

give this command, or whether by chance he had a scruple in his mind 
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because he had set fire to the temple. The Athenian exiles did what was 

commanded of them: 

 55, and the reason why I made mention of this I will here 

declare:—there is in this Acropolis a temple of King Erechtheus, who is 

said to have been born of the Earth, and in this there is an olive-tree and a 

sea, which (according to the story told by the Athenians) the god Poseidon 
and the goddess Athena, when they contended for the land, set as witnesses 

of themselves. Now it happened that this olive-tree was set on fire with the 

rest of the temple by the barbarians; and on the next day after the 

conflagration those of the Athenians who were commanded by the King to 

offer sacrifice, saw when they had gone up to the temple that a shoot had 

run up from the stock of the tree about a foot and a half in length. They then 

reported this. 

 56. The Greeks, meanwhile, at Salamis, when it was announced 

how it had been at the Acropolis of the Athenians, were disturbed so greatly 

that some of the commanders did not even wait for the question to be 

decided which had been proposed, but began to go hastily to their ships and 

to put up their sails, meaning to sail off quickly; and by those of them who 
remained behind it was finally decided to fight at sea in defense of the 

Isthmus. So night came on, and they, having been dismissed from the 

council, were going to their ships: 

 57, and when Themistocles had come to his ship, Mnesiphilus 

an Athenian, asked him what they had resolved; and being informed by him 

that it had been determined to take out the ships to the Isthmus and fight a 

battle by sea in defense of the Peloponnese, he said: "Then, if they set sail 

with the ships from Salamis, you will not fight any more naval battles at all 

for the fatherland, for they will all take their way to their poleis and neither 

Eurybiades nor any other man will be able to detain them or to prevent the 

fleet from being dispersed: and Greece will perish by reason of evil 
counsels. But if there is any way, go and try to unsettle what has been 

resolved, if by chance you can persuade Eurybiades to change his plans, so 

as to stay here." 

 58. This advice very much commended itself to Themistocles; 

and without making any answer he went to the ship of Eurybiades. Having 

come there, he said that he desired to communicate to him a matter which 

concerned the common good; and Eurybiades ordered him to come into his 

ship and speak, if he desired to say anything. Then Themistocles, sitting 

down beside him, repeated to him all those things which he had heard 

Mnesiphilus say, as if they were his own thoughts, and adding to them 

many others; until at last by urgent request he persuaded him to come out of 

his ship and gather the commanders to the council. 

 59. So when they were gathered together, before Eurybiades 

proposed the discussion of the things for which he had assembled the 

commanders, Themistocles spoke with a great deal of force, very eager to 

get his way; and as he was speaking, the Corinthian commander, Adimantus 
the son of Okytos, said: "Themistocles, at the games those who stand forth 

for the contest before the due time are beaten with rods." Justifying himself, 

he said: "Yes, but those who remain behind are not crowned."  

 60. At that time he answered mildly to the Corinthian; and to 

Eurybiades he said not now any of those things which he had said before, to 

the effect that, if they should set sail from Salamis, they would disperse in 

different directions; for it was not appropriate for him to bring charges 

against the allies in their presence: but he held to another way of reasoning, 

saying: "Now it is in your power to save Greece, if you will follow my 

advice, which is to stay here and here to fight a naval battle, and if you will 

not follow the advice of those among these men who bid you remove the 

ships to the Isthmus. For hear both ways, and then set them in comparison. 
If you engage battle at the Isthmus, you will fight in an open sea, into which 

it is by no means convenient for us that we go to fight, seeing that we have 

ships which are heavier and fewer in number than those of the enemy. Then 

secondly you will give up to destruction Salamis and Megara and Aegina, 

even if we have success in all else; for with their fleet will come also the 

land-army, and thus you will yourself lead them to the Peloponnese and will 

risk the safety of all Greece. If, however, you do as I say, you will find all 

the advantages of which I shall tell you:—in the first place, by engaging in a 

narrow place with few ships against many, if the fighting has that result 

which it is reasonable to expect, we shall be very much the better; for to 

fight a naval battle in a narrow space is to our advantage, but to fight in a 
wide open space is to theirs. Then again Salamis will be preserved, where 

our children and our wives have been removed for safety; and moreover 

there is this additional advantage, to which you are most of all attached, 

namely that, by remaining here, you will fight in defense of the 

Peloponnese as much as if the fight were at the Isthmus; and you will not 

lead the enemy to the Peloponnese, if you are wise. Then, if what I expect 

comes to pass,  and we gain a victory with our ships, the barbarians will not 

come to you at the Isthmus nor will they advance further than Attica, but 

they will retire in disorder; and we will gain by the preservation of Megara 

and Aegina and Salamis, at which place, too, an oracle tells us that we shall 

get the victory over our enemies. Now when men take counsel reasonably 



selections from Herodotus 

 

for themselves, reasonable issues are usually the rule, but if they do not take 

counsel reasonably, then God is not generally likely to attach himself to the 

judgment of men." 

 61. When Themistocles spoke, the Corinthian Adimantus 

weighed in against him for the second time, ordering him to be silent 

because he had no native land, and urging Eurybiades not to put to the vote 
the proposal of one who was a citizen of no city; for he said that 

Themistocles might bring opinions before the council if he could show a 

city belonging to him, but otherwise not. This objection he made against 

him because Athens had been taken and was held by the enemy. Then 

Themistocles said many evil things of him and of the Corinthians both, and 

declared also that he himself and his countrymen had in truth a city and a 

land larger than that of the Corinthians, so long as they had two hundred 

ships fully manned; for none of the Greeks would be able to repel the 

Athenians if they came to fight against them. 

 62. Then he turned to Eurybiades and spoke yet more urgently: 

"If you remain here, and remaining here show yourself a good man, good; 

but if not, you will bring about the overthrow of Greece, for upon the ships 
depends all our power in the war. Do as I advise. If, however, you will not 

do so, we will immediately take up our households and voyage to Siris in 

Italy, which is ours already of old and the oracles say that it is destined to be 

colonized by us; and you, when you are left alone and deprived of allies 

such as we are, will remember my words."  

 63. When Themistocles thus spoke, Eurybiades was persuaded 

to change his mind; and, as I think, he changed his mind chiefly from fear 

that the Athenians would depart and leave them, if he should take the ships 

to the Isthmus; for if the Athenians left them and departed, the rest would be 

no longer able to fight with the enemy. He chose then this counsel, to stay 

in that place and decide matters there by a naval battle. 
 64. Thus those at Salamis, after having skirmished with one 

another in speech, were making preparations for a naval battle there, since 

Eurybiades had so determined: and as day was coming on, at the same time 

when the sun rose there was an earthquake felt both on the land and on the 

sea: and they determined to pray to the gods and to call upon the sons of 

Aeacus to be their helpers. And as they had determined, so also they did; for 

when they had prayed to all the gods, they called Ajax and Telamon to their 

help from Salamis, where the fleet was, ... 

 65. Moreover Dicaeus the son of Theocydes, an Athenian, who 

was an exile and had become of great repute among the Medes at this time, 

declared that when the Attic land was being ravaged by the land-army of 

Xerxes, having been deserted by the Athenians, he happened then to be in 

the company of Demaratus the Spartan in the Thriasian plain; and he saw a 

cloud of dust going up from Eleusis, as if made by a company of about 

thirty thousand men, and they wondered at the cloud of dust, by what men it 

was caused. Then immediately they heard a sound of voices, and Dicaeus 

perceived that the sound was the mystic cry Iacchos; but Demaratus, having 
no knowledge of the sacred rites which are done at Eleusis, asked him what 

this was that uttered the sound, and he said: "Demaratus, it cannot be but 

that some great destruction is about to come to the army of the King: for as 

to this, it is very manifest, seeing that Attica is deserted, that this which 

utters the sound is of the gods, and that it is going from Eleusis to help the 

Athenians and their allies: if then it shall come down in the Peloponnese, 

there is danger for the King himself and for the army which is upon the 

mainland, but if it shall direct its course towards the ships which are at 

Salamis, the King will be in danger of losing his fleet. This feast the 

Athenians celebrate every year to Mother Demeter and Daughter 

Persephone; and he that desires it, both of them and of the other Greeks, is 

initiated in the mysteries; and the sound of voices which you hear is the cry 
Iacchos which they utter at this feast." To this Demaratus said: "Keep silent 

and tell not this tale to any other man; for if these words of yours are 

reported to the King, you will surely lose your head, and neither I nor any 

other man upon earth will be able to save you: but keep quiet, and about this 

expedition the gods will provide." He then thus advised, and after the cloud 

of dust and the sound of voices, there came a mist which was borne aloft 

and carried towards Salamis to the camp of the Greeks:  and thus they 

learned (said he) that the fleet of Xerxes was destined to be destroyed. Such 

was the report made by Dicaeus the son of Theodyces, appealing to 

Demaratus and others also as witnesses.  

 
[66-67: All the Persian commanders are in favor of a naval battle, except 

Artemisia (introduced at 7.99)]  

 68. When Mardonius went around asking them, beginning with 

the king of Sidon, the others gave their opinions all to the same effect, 

advising him to fight a battle by sea, but Artemisia spoke these words:  

 (a) "Tell the King, please, Mardonius, that I, who have proved 

myself not to be the worst in the naval battles which have been fought near 

Euboea, and have displayed deeds not inferior to those of others, speak to 

him thus: Master, it is right that I set forth the opinion which I really have, 

and say what I happen to think best for your cause: and this I say,—spare 

your ships and do not fight a naval battle; for the men are as much stronger 
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than your men by sea, as men are stronger than women. And why must you 

run the risk of naval battles? Haven’t you got Athens in your possession, for 

the sake of which you set forth on your march, and also the rest of Greece? 

No man stands in your way to resist, but those who did stand against you 

came off as it was fitting that they should.  

 (b) Now the manner in which I think the affairs of your 
adversaries will have their result, I will declare. If you do not hurry to make 

a naval battle, but keep your ships here by the land, either remaining here 

yourself or even advancing on to the Peloponnese, that which you have 

come to do, O master, will easily be accomplished; for the Greeks are not 

able to hold out against you for any long time, but you will soon disperse 

them and they will take flight to their poleis: since neither have they 

provisions with them in this island, as I am informed, nor is it probable that 

if you march your land-army against the Peloponnese, they who have come 

from there will remain still; for these will have no interest in fighting a 

battle in defense of Athens.  

 (c) If, however, you hurry to fight immediately, I fear that the 

damage done to the fleet may ruin the land-army also. Moreover, O King, 
consider also this, that the servants of good men are apt to grow bad, but 

those of bad men good; and you, who are of all men the best, have bad 

servants, namely those who are reckoned as allies, Egyptians and Cyprians 

and Cilicians and Pamphylians, in whom there is no profit."  

 69. When she thus spoke to Mardonius, those who were friendly 

to Artemisia were upset at her words, supposing that she would suffer some 

evil from the King because she urged him not to fight at sea; while those 

who had envy and jealousy of her, because she had been honored above all 

the allies, rejoiced at the opposition, supposing that she would now be 

ruined. When, however, the opinions were reported to Xerxes, he was 

greatly pleased with the opinion of Artemisia; and, whereas even before this 
he thought her excellent, he commended her now yet more. Nevertheless, 

he gave orders to follow the advice of the greater number, thinking that 

when they fought by Euboea they were purposely slack, because he was not 

himself present with them, whereas now he had made himself ready to look 

on while they fought a naval battle. 

 70. So when they passed the word to put out to sea, they brought 

their ships out to Salamis and quietly arranged themselves along the shore 

in their positions. At that time the daylight was not sufficient for them to 

engage in battle, for night had come on; but they made their preparations to 

fight on the following day. Meanwhile the Greeks were possessed by fear 

and dismay, especially those who were from the Peloponnese: and these 

were dismayed because, by remaining in Salamis, they were to fight a battle 

on behalf of the land of the Athenians, and, being defeated, they would be 

cut off from escape and blockaded in an island, leaving their own land 

unguarded. And indeed the land-army of the barbarians was marching 

forward during that very night towards the Peloponnese. 

 71. Yet every means had been taken that the barbarians might 
not be able to enter the Peloponnesus by land: for as soon as the 

Peloponnesians heard that Leonidas and his company had perished at 

Thermopylae, they came together quickly from the poleis and took posts at 

the Isthmus, and over them was set as commander Cleombrotus, the son of 

Anaxandrides and brother of Leonidas. … 

 

[71-73: Herodotus catalogs the forces at the Isthmus and the peoples of the 

Peloponnese.] 

 

 74. Those at the Isthmus were struggling with the labor which I 

have said, since now they were running a course in which their very being 

was at stake, and they did not look to have any brilliant success with their 
ships: while those who were at Salamis, although informed of this work, 

were yet dismayed, not fearing so much for themselves as for the 

Peloponnesus. For some time then they spoke of it in private, one man 

standing by another, and they were amazed by the poor decision-making of 

Eurybiades; but at last it broke out publicly. A meeting accordingly was 

held, and much was spoken about the same points as before, some saying 

that they ought to sail away to the Peloponnesus and run the risk in defense 

of that, and not stay and fight for a land which had been captured by the 

enemy, while the Athenians, Aeginetans and Megarians urged that they 

should stay there and defend themselves. 

 75. Then Themistocles, when his opinion was likely to be 
defeated by the Peloponnesians, secretly went out from the assembly and 

sent a man to the encampment of the Medes in a boat, charging him with 

what he must say: this man's name was Sicinnus, and he was a servant of 

Themistocles and tutor to his children; … He at this time came with a boat 

and said to the commanders of the barbarians these words:  “The 

commander of the Athenians sent me privately without the knowledge of 

the other Greeks (for, as it happens, he is disposed to the cause of the King, 

and desires rather that your side should gain the victory than that of the 

Greeks), to inform you that the Greeks are planning to take flight, having 

been struck with dismay; and now it is possible for you to execute a most 

noble work, if you do not permit them to flee: for they are not of one mind 
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with one another and they will not stand against you in fight, but you shall 

see them fighting a battle by sea with one another, those who are disposed 

to your side against those who are not." 

 76. He then having relayed this to them, departed out of the way; 

and they, thinking that the message deserved to be believed, landed first a 

large number of Persians in the small island of Psyttalia, which lies between 
Salamis and the mainland; and then, as midnight came on, they put out the 

western wing of their fleet to sea, circling around towards Salamis, and also 

those stationed about Ceos and Cynosura put out their ships to sea; and they 

occupied all the passage with their ships as far as Munychia. And for this 

reason they put out their ships, namely in order that the Greeks might not 

even be permitted to get away, but being cut off in Salamis might pay the 

penalty for the contests at Artemisium: and they disembarked Persians on 

the small island called Psyttalia for this reason, namely that when the fight 

should take place, these might save the men of one side and destroy those of 

the other, since there especially it was likely that the men and the wrecks of 

ships would be cast up on shore, for the island lay in the way of the naval 

battle which was to be. These things they did in silence, that the enemy 
might not have information of them. 

 77. [Herodotus reports another oracle.]  

 78. Now between the commanders who were at Salamis there 

came to be great contention of speech and they did not yet know that the 

barbarians were surrounding them with their ships, but they thought that 

they were still in their place as they saw them disposed in the day.  

 79. Then while the commanders were engaged in strife, there 

came over from Aegina Aristides the son of Lysimachus, an Athenian who 

had been ostracized by the people, a man whom I hold (according to what I 

hear of his character) to have been the best and most upright of all 

Athenians. This man came into the council and called Themistocles, who 
was to him not a friend, but an enemy to the last degree; but because of the 

greatness of the present troubles he let those matters be forgotten and called 

him forth, desiring to communicate with him. Now he had heard beforehand 

that the Peloponnesians were pressing to take the ships away to the Isthmus. 

So when Themistocles came to him, Aristides spoke these words: "Both at 

other times when occasion arises, and also especially at this time we ought 

to carry on rivalry as to which of us shall do more service to our country. 

And I tell you now that it is indifferent whether the Peloponnesians say 

many words or few about sailing away from here; for having been myself 

an eye-witness I tell you that now not even if the Corinthians and 

Eurybiades himself desire to sail out, will they be able; for we are 

surrounded by the enemy. You go in then, and relay this to them." 

 80. He made answer as follows: "You advise very well, and also 

the news which you have brought is good, since you have come having 

witnessed with your own eyes what I desired might come to pass: for know 

that this which is being done by the Medes is of my suggestion; because, 
when the Greeks would not come to a battle of their own will, it was 

necessary to bring them over to us against their will. You, however, since 

you come bearing good news, yourself report it to them; for if I say these 

things, I shall be thought to speak what I have myself invented, and I shall 

not persuade them, but they will think that the barbarians are not doing so. 

Do you yourself, however, come forward to speak, and declare to them how 

things are; and when you have declared this, if they are persuaded, that will 

be the best thing, but if this is not credible to them, it will be the same thing 

so far as concerns us, for they will no longer be able to take to flight, if we 

are surrounded on all sides, as you say." 

 81. Aristides accordingly came forward and told them this, 

saying that he had come from Aegina and had with difficulty escaped 
without being perceived by those who were blockading them; for the whole 

encampment of the Greeks was encompassed by the ships of Xerxes; and he 

advised them to get ready to defend themselves. He then, having thus 

spoken, retired, and among them again there arose dispute, for the greater 

number of the commanders did not believe what was reported to them: 

 82. and while these were doubting, there came a trireme manned 

by Tenians, deserting from the enemy, of which the commander was 

Panaitius the son of Sosimenes, which brought them the whole truth. For 

this deed, the Tenians were inscribed at Delphi on the tripod among those 

who had conquered the barbarians. With the ship which deserted at Salamis 

and the Lemnian ship which deserted before and came to Artemisium, the 
naval force of the Greeks was completed to the number of three hundred 

and eighty ships, for before this two ships were yet needed to make up this 

number. 

 83. The Greeks then, since they believed what was said by the 

Tenians, were preparing for a naval battle: and as the dawn appeared, they 

made an assembly of those who fought on board the ships and addressed 

them, Themistocles making a speech which was eloquent beyond the rest; 

and the substance of it was to set forth all that is better as opposed to what is 

worse, of the several things which arise in the nature and constitution of 

man; and having exhorted them to choose the better, and thus having wound 
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up his speech, he ordered them to embark in their ships. These then 

proceeded to embark, ...  

 84. Then the Greeks put out all their ships, and while they were 

putting out from shore, the barbarians attacked them immediately. Now the 

other Greeks began backing their ships and were about to run them aground, 

but Aminias of Pallene, an Athenian, shot forth with his ship and charged 
one of the enemy; and his ship being entangled in combat and the men not 

being able to get away, the others joined in the fight to assist Aminias. … 

 85. Opposite the Athenians had been arranged the Phoenicians, 

for they occupied the wing towards Eleusis and the West, and opposite the 

Spartans were the Ionians, who occupied the wing which extended to the 

East and to Piræus. Of them, however, a few were purposely slack in the 

fight according to the injunctions of Themistocles, but the greater number 

were not so… 

 86. … the greater number of Xerxes’ ships were disabled at 

Salamis, being destroyed some by the Athenians and others by the 

Aeginetans: for since the Greeks fought in order and arranged in their 

places, while the barbarians were no longer arranged in order nor did 
anything with design, it was likely that there would be some such result as 

in fact followed. Yet on this day they surpassed themselves much more than 

when they fought by Euboea, every one being eager and fearing Xerxes, and 

each man thinking that the King was looking especially at him. 

 87. As regards the rest, I cannot speak of them separately, or say 

precisely how the barbarians or the Greeks individually contended in the 

fight; but with regard to Artemisia what happened was this: where she 

gained yet more esteem than before from the King.—When the affairs of 

the King had come to great confusion, at this crisis a ship of Artemisia was 

being pursued by an Athenian ship; and as she was not able to escape, for in 

front of her were other ships of her own side, while her ship, as it happened, 
was furthest advanced towards the enemy, she resolved what she would do, 

and it proved also much to her advantage to have done so. While she was 

being pursued by the Athenian ship, she charged at full speed against a ship 

of her own side manned by Calyndians and in which the king of the 

Calyndians, Damasithymos, was embarked. Now, even if it is true that she 

had had some strife with him before, while they were still at the Hellespont, 

yet I am not able to say whether she did this intentionally, or whether the 

Calyndian ship happened to fall in her way. Having charged against it, 

however, and sunk it, she enjoyed good fortune and got for herself good in 

two ways; for first the captain of the Athenian ship, when he saw her charge 

against a ship manned by barbarians, turned away and went after others, 

supposing that the ship of Artemisia was either a Greek ship or was 

deserting from the barbarians and fighting for the Greeks, 

 88,—first, I say, it was her fortune to have this, namely to 

escape and not suffer destruction; and then secondly it happened that, 

although she had done mischief, she yet gained great reputation by this 

thing with Xerxes. For it is said that the King, looking on at the fight, 
perceived that her ship had charged the other; and one of those present said: 

"Master, do you see Artemisia, how well she is fighting, and how she sank 

even now a ship of the enemy?" He asked whether this was in truth the deed 

of Artemisia, and they said that it was; for (they declared) they knew very 

well the sign of her ship: and what was destroyed they thought surely was 

one of the enemy; for besides other things which happened fortunately for 

her, as I have said, there was this also, that not one of the crew of the 

Calyndian ship survived to become her accuser. And Xerxes in answer to 

what was said to him is reported to have uttered these words: "My men have 

become women, and my women men." Thus it is said that Xerxes spoke. 

 89. And meanwhile in this struggle there was killed the 

commander Ariabignes, son of Darius and brother of Xerxes, and there 
were killed many others of note of the Persians and Medes and also of the 

allies; and of the Greeks on their part a few; for since they knew how to 

swim, those whose ships were destroyed and who were not killed in hand-

to-hand conflict swam over to Salamis; but of the barbarians the greater 

number perished in the sea, not being able to swim. And when the first 

ships turned to flight, then it was that the largest number perished, for those 

who were stationed behind, while attempting to pass with their ships to the 

front in order that they also might display some deed of valor for the King 

to see, ran into the ships of their own side as they fled. 

 90. [Herodotus reports on complaints by the Phonecians about 

Ionian Greeks slacking in their efforts, and how Xerxes tracked heroism in 
his army.] 

 91. In the meantime, as the barbarians turned to flight and were 

sailing out towards Phaleron, the Aeginetans waited for them in the passage 

and displayed memorable actions: for while the Athenians in the confused 

tumult were disabling both those ships which resisted and those which were 

fleeing, the Aeginetans were destroying those which attempted to sail away; 

and whenever any escaped the Athenians, they went full speed and fell 

among the Aeginetans.  

 92. …And meanwhile those barbarians whose ships had escaped 

destruction fled and came to Phaleron to be under cover of the land-army. 
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 93. In this naval battle the Aeginetans were of all the Greeks the 

best reported of, and next to them the Athenians; and of the individual men 

the Aeginetan Polycritus and the Athenians Eumenes of Anagyrus and 

Ameinias of Pallene, the man who had pursued Artemisia. Now if he had 

known that Artemisia was sailing in this ship, he would not have ceased 

until either he had taken her or had been taken himself; for orders had been 
given to the Athenian captains, and moreover a prize was offered of ten 

thousand drachmas for the man who should take her alive; since they 

thought it intolerable that a woman should make an expedition against 

Athens. She then, as has been said before, had made her escape; and the 

others also, whose ships had escaped destruction, were at Phaleron. 

 94. As regards Adimantus the commander of the Corinthians, 

the Athenians say that immediately at the beginning when the ships were 

engaging in the fight, being struck with panic and terror he put up his sails 

and fled away; and the Corinthians, when they saw the admiral's ship 

fleeing, departed likewise: and after this, as the story goes, when they came 

in their flight opposite to the temple of Athena Skiras in the land of Salamis, 

there fell in with them by divine guidance a light vessel, which no one was 
ever found to have sent, and which approached the Corinthians at a time 

when they knew nothing of that which was happening with the fleet. And 

by this it is conjectured that the matter was of the Deity; for when they 

came near to the ships, the men in the light vessel said these words: 

"Adimantus, you have turned your ships away and hast set forth to flee, 

deserting the cause of the Greeks, while they are in truth gaining a victory 

and getting the better of their foes as much as they desired." When they said 

this, since Adimantus doubted it, they spoke a second time and said that 

they might be taken as hostages and killed, if the Greeks should prove not to 

be gaining the victory. Then he turned his ship back, he and the others with 

him, and they reached the camp when the work was finished. Such is the 
report spread by the Athenians against them: the Corinthians, however, 

dispute the account and hold that they were among the first in the naval 

battle; and the rest of Greece also bears witness on their side. 

 95. Aristides the son of Lysimachos, the Athenian, of whom I 

made mention also shortly before this as a very good man, he in this tumult 

which had arisen about Salamis did as follows: taking with him a number of 

the Athenian hoplites who had been arranged along the shore of the land of 

Salamis, with them he disembarked on the island of Psyttalia; and they slew 

all the Persians who were in this islet. 

 96. [Herodotus reports on the fulfillment of another oracle.] 

 97. When Xerxes perceived the disaster which had come upon 

him, he feared that one of the Ionians should suggest to the Greeks, or they 

should themselves form the idea, to sail to the Hellespont and break up the 

bridges; and so he might be cut off in Europe and run the risk of perishing 

utterly: therefore he began to consider taking flight. He desired, however, 

that his intention should not be perceived either by the Greeks or by those 
of his own side; therefore he attempted to construct a mole going across to 

Salamis, and he bound together Phoenician merchant vessels in order that 

they might serve him both for a bridge and a wall, and made preparations 

for fighting as if he were going to have another battle by sea. Seeing him do 

so, all the rest were sure that he got himself ready in earnest and intended to 

stay and fight; but Mardonius did not fail to perceive the true meaning of all 

these things, being by experience very well versed in his way of thinking. 

 98. While Xerxes was doing thus, he sent a messenger to the 

Persians, to announce the calamity which had come upon them. Now there 

is nothing mortal which accomplishes a journey with more speed than these 

messengers, so skillfully has this been invented by the Persians: for they say 

that according to the number of days of which the entire journey consists, so 
many horses and men are set at intervals, each man and horse appointed for 

a day's journey. Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays 

these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds. The first 

then rides and delivers the message with which he is charged to the second, 

and the second to the third; and after that it goes through them handed from 

one to the other, … 

 99. The first message then which came to Susa, announcing that 

Xerxes had Athens in his possession, so greatly delighted the Persians who 

had been left behind, that they strewed all the ways with myrtle boughs and 

offered incense perpetually, and themselves continued in sacrifices and 

feasting. The second message, however, which came to them after this, so 
greatly disturbed them that they all tore their garments and gave themselves 

up to crying and lamentation without stint, laying the blame upon 

Mardonius: and this the Persians did not so much because they were grieved 

about the ships, as because they feared for Xerxes himself. 

 100. As regards the Persians, this went on for all the time which 

intervened, until the coming of Xerxes himself caused them to cease: and 

Mardonius, seeing that Xerxes was greatly troubled by the naval battle, and 

suspecting that he was meaning to take flight from Athens, considered with 

regard to himself that he would have to suffer punishment for having 

persuaded the King to make an expedition against Greece, and that it was 

better for him to run the risk of either subduing Greece or ending his own 
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life honorably, placing his safety in suspense for a great end, although his 

opinion was rather that he would subdue Greece;—he reckoned up these 

things and addressed his speech to the King as follows: "Master, be not 

grieved, nor feel great trouble on account of this thing which has come to 

pass; for it is not upon a contest of timbers that all our fortunes depend, but 

of men and of horses: and none of these who suppose now that all has been 
achieved by them will attempt to disembark from the ships and stand 

against you, nor will any in this mainland do so; but those who did stand 

against us paid the penalty. If, therefore, you think this good to do, let us 

immediately attempt the Peloponnese, or if you think good to hold back, we 

may do that. Do not be despondent, however, for there is no way of escape 

for the Greeks to avoid being your slaves, after they have first given an 

account of what they did to you both now and at former times. Thus it were 

best to do; but if you have indeed resolved to retire and to withdraw your 

army, I have another counsel to offer for that case, too. Do not you, O King, 

let the Persians be an object of laughter to the Greeks; for none of your 

affairs have suffered by means of the Persians, nor will you be able to 

mention any place where we proved ourselves cowards: but if Phoenicians 
or Egyptians or Cyprians or Cilicians proved themselves cowards, the 

calamity which followed does not belong to the Persians in any way. Now, 

therefore, since it is not the Persians who are guilty towards you, follow my 

counsel. If you have determined not to remain here, retire to your own 

abode, taking with you the main body of the army, and it must then be for 

me to deliver over to you Greece reduced to subjection, choosing for this 

purpose 300,000 from the army." 

 101. Hearing this, Xerxes rejoiced and was delighted so far as he 

might be after his misfortunes, and to Mardonius he said that when he had 

taken counsel he would reply and say which of these two things he would 

do. So when he was taking counsel with those of the Persians who were 
called to be his advisers, it seemed good to him to send for Artemisia also to 

give him counsel, because at the former time she alone had showed herself 

to have perception of what ought to be done. So when Artemisia had come, 

Xerxes removed from him all the rest, both the Persian advisors and also the 

bodyguards and spoke to her thus: "Mardonius requests that I stay here and 

make an attempt on the Peloponnese, saying that the Persians and the land-

army are not guilty of any share in my calamity, and that they would gladly 

give me proof of this. He bids me, therefore, either do this or, if not, he 

desires himself to choose 300,000 from the army and to deliver over to me 

Greece reduced to subjection; and he requests that I withdraw with the rest 

of the army to my own abode. Do you, therefore, as you did advise me well 

about the naval battle which was fought, urging that we should not bring it 

on, so also now advise me which of these things I shall do, that I may 

succeed in determining well." 

 102. He thus consulted her, and she spoke these words: "O King, 

it is hard for me to succeed in saying the best things when one asks me for 

counsel; yet it seems good to me at the present that you should retire and 
leave Mardonius here, if he desires it and undertakes to do this, together 

with those whom he desires to have: for on the one hand, if he subdues 

those whom he says that he desires to subdue, and if those matters succeed 

well which he has in mind when he thus speaks, the deed will after all be 

yours, master, seeing that your slaves achieved it: and on the other hand, if 

the opposite shall come to pass of that which Mardonius intends, it will be 

no great misfortune, seeing that you will yourself remain safe, and also the 

power in those parts which concerns your house: for if you remain safe with 

your house, many contests many times over repeated will the Greeks have 

to pass through for their own existence. Of Mardonius, however, if he 

suffers any disaster, no account will be made; and if the Greeks conquer, 

they gain a victory which is no victory, having destroyed one who is but 
your slave. You, however, will retire, having done that for which you made 

your march, that is to say, having delivered Athens to the fire." 

 103. With this advice Xerxes was greatly delighted, since she 

succeeded in saying that very thing which he himself was meaning to do: 

for not even if all the men and all the women in the world had been advising 

him to remain, would he have done so, as I think, so much had he been 

struck with terror. He commended Artemisia, therefore, and sent her away 

to conduct his sons to Ephesus, for there were certain illegitimate sons of 

his which accompanied him. 

 

[Herodotus turns to the back story about the eunuch Hermotimus (104-6) 
and Xerxes retreats (107).]  

 

108. When day dawned, the Greeks, seeing that the land-army was staying 

still in its place, supposed that the ships also were about Phaleron; and 

thinking that they would fight another naval battle, they made preparations 

to repel them. When, however, they were informed that the ships had 

departed, immediately upon this they thought it good to pursue after them. 

They pursued, therefore, as far as Andros, but did not catch sight of the fleet 

of Xerxes; and when they had come to Andros, they deliberated what they 

should do. Themistocles then declared as his opinion that they should take 

their course through the islands and pursue after the ships, and afterwards 
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sail straight to the Hellespont to break up the bridges; but Eurybiades 

expressed the opposite opinion, saying that if they should break up the 

floating-bridges, they would do the greatest possible evil to Greece: for if 

the Persians should be cut off and compelled to remain in Europe, they 

would attempt not to remain, since if they remained, neither could any of 

Xerxes’ affairs go forward, nor would any way of returning home appear; 
but his army would perish of hunger: whereas if he made the attempt and 

persevered in it, all Europe might be brought over to him, city by city and 

nation by nation, the inhabitants being either conquered or surrendering on 

terms before they were conquered: moreover, they would have for food the 

crops of the Greeks which grew year by year. He thought, however, that, 

conquered in the naval battle, the Persian would not stay in Europe, and 

therefore he should be allowed to flee until in his flight he came to his own 

land. Then after that they might begin the contest for the land which 

belonged to the Persian. To this opinion the commanders of the other 

Peloponnesians adhered also. 

 109. When Themistocles perceived that he would not be able to 

persuade them, or at least the greater number of them, to sail to the 
Hellespont, he changed his counsel, and turning to the Athenians (for these 

were grieved most at the escape of the enemy and were anxious to sail to 

the Hellespont even by themselves alone, if the others were not willing) to 

them he spoke as follows: "I myself also have been present before now on 

many occasions, and have heard of many more, on which something of this 

kind came to pass, namely that men who were forced into great straits, after 

they had been defeated, fought again and repaired their former disaster: and 

as for us, since we have won as a prize from fortune: the existence of 

ourselves and of Greece by repelling from our land so great a cloud of men, 

let us not pursue enemies who flee from us: for we were not the ones who 

did these deeds, but the gods and heroes, who forbid that one man should 
become king of both Asia and of Europe, and he a man unholy and 

presumptuous, one who made no distinction between things sacred and 

things profane, burning and casting down the images of the gods, and who 

also whipped the Sea and let chains down into it. But as things are at 

present, it is good that we now remain in Greece and look after ourselves 

and our households; and let each man repair his house, and have a care for 

sowing his land, after he has completely driven away the barbarian: and 

then at the beginning of the spring let us sail down towards the Hellespont 

and Ionia." Thus he spoke, intending to lay up for himself a store of 

gratitude with the Persian, in order that, if after all any evil should come 

upon him at the hands of the Athenians, he might have a place of refuge: 

and this was in fact what came to pass. 

 110. Themistocles then speaking thus attempted to deceive 

them, and the Athenians followed his advice: for he had had the reputation 

even in former times of being a man of ability and he had now proved 

himself to be in truth both able and of good judgment; therefore they were 
ready in every way to follow his advice when he spoke. So when these had 

been persuaded by him, immediately after this Themistocles sent men with 

a vessel, whom he trusted to keep silent, to whatever test they might be 

brought, of what he himself charged them to tell the King; and of them 

Sicinnus his servant again was one. When the group came to Attica, the rest 

stayed behind in the ship, while Sicinnus went up to Xerxes and spoke these 

words: "Themistocles the son of Neocles sent me, who is commander of the 

Athenians, and of all the allies the best and ablest man, to tell you that 

Themistocles the Athenian, desiring to be of service to you, held back the 

Greeks when they were eager to pursue your ships and to destroy the 

bridges on the Hellespont. Now, therefore, you may make your way home 

quite undisturbed." They, having relayed this, sailed away again. 
 

[111-13: Themistocles uses the Greek army to extort money from Andros 

and other Greek islands. The Persian forces retreat to Thessaly.]  

 

 114. During this time, while Mardonius was selecting his army 

and Xerxes was in Thessaly, there came an oracle from Delphi to the 

Spartans, bidding them ask for compensation from Xerxes for the murder of 

Leonidas and accept what should be given by him. The Spartans therefore 

sent a herald as quickly as possible, who found the whole army still in 

Thessaly and came into the presence of Xerxes and spoke these words: "O 

King of the Medes, the Spartans and the sons of Hercules of Sparta demand 
of you compensation for murder, because you killed their king, while he 

was fighting in defense of Greece." He laughed and then kept silent some 

time, and after that, pointing to Mardonius, who happened to be standing by 

him, said: "Then Mardonius here shall give them compensation, such as is 

fitting for them to have." 

 115. The herald accordingly accepted this response and 

departed; and Xerxes, leaving Mardonius in Thessaly, himself hurried to the 

Hellespont and arrived at the passage where the crossing was in thirty five 

days, bringing back next to nothing, as one may say, of his army: and 

wherever they came on the march and to whatever nation, they seized the 

crops of that people and used them for provisions; and if they found no 
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crops, then they took the grass which was growing up from the earth, and 

stripped off the bark from the trees and plucked down the leaves and 

devoured them alike of the cultivated trees and of those growing wild; and 

they left nothing behind them: this they did because they were starving. 

Disease, too, gripped the army and dysentery, which destroyed them along 

the way, and some of them also who were sick the King left behind, 
commanding the cities where at the time he happened to be in his march, to 

take care of them and support them... 

 117. … and as to the Persians, when passing on from Thrace 

they came to the passage, they crossed over the Hellespont in a hurry to 

Abydos by means of the ships, for they did not find the floating-bridges still 

stretched across, but broken up by a storm. While staying there for a time, 

they had distributed to them an allowance of food more abundant than they 

had had by the way, and from satisfying their hunger without restraint and 

also from the changes of water there died many of those in the army who 

had remained safe until then. The rest arrived with Xerxes at Sardis. 

 

[118-144: Herodotus continues to narrate the aftermath of the invasion 
(118-35). The Persian general Mardonius sends the Macedonian Alexander 

to make an alliance with Athens, plus background about Macedonian 

royalty (137-39), but the Athenians refuse (136-44)]  

 

 

BOOK 9  

[1-120: During 479 BC, the Spartans and Athenians gradually regroup, 

while the Persian general Mardonius continues to put pressure on the 

Greeks (1-19). The Greeks defeat the Persians in a skirmish at Erythrae (20-

25). Both sides prepare for a showdown at Plataea (26-51), with background 

about the seer Tisamenus (33-36). At the Battle of Plataea (52-70), the 

Greek land forces kill Mardonius and soundly defeat the Persian land army. 

After narrating the aftermath of Plataea (71-89), Herodotus tells of another 

battle on the same day, where the Greeks took  the war across the Aegean 
Sea to Ionia, where they again defeated the Persians at the Battle of Mycale 

(90-106). Herodotus reports on Xerxes and the Persians after the invasion 

(107-13). The Athenians recapture the city of Sestos from the Persians 

(114-20). Here Herodotus tells the story of the Persian official Artaÿctes, 

whom the Athenians execute (116-20).]  

 

 121. Having so done, the Athenians sailed away to Greece, 

taking with them, among other things, the ropes also of the bridges [that 

Xerxes had made to cross the Hellespont], in order to dedicate them as 

offerings in the temples: and for that year nothing happened further than 

this. 

 
[Herodotus now concludes his entire history with an anecdote from the days 

of Cyrus the Great, when he had just conquered his native Media to form 

the Persian Empire.] 

 

 122. Now a forefather of this Artaÿctes who was hung up, was 

that Artembares who set to the Persians a proposal which they took up and 

brought before Cyrus, to this effect: "Seeing that Zeus grants to the Persians 

leadership, and of all men to you, O Cyrus, by destroying Astyages [king of 

the Medes], come, since the land we possess is small and also rugged, let us 

change from it and inhabit another which is better: and there are many near 

at hand, and many also at a greater distance, of which if we take one, we 

shall have greater reverence and from more men. It is reasonable, too, that 
men who are rulers should do such things; for when will there ever be a 

fairer occasion than now, when we are rulers of many nations and of the 

whole of Asia?" Cyrus, hearing this and not being surprised at the proposal, 

ordered them to do so if they could. But he exhorted them and asked them 

to prepare in that case to be no longer rulers but subjects; "For," said he, 

"from lands which are not rugged, men who are not rugged are apt to come 

forth, since it does not belong to the same land to bring forth fruits of the 

earth which are admirable and also men who are good in war." So the 

Persians acknowledged that he was right and departed from his presence, 

having their opinion defeated by that of Cyrus; and they chose rather to 

dwell on poor land and be rulers, than to sow crops in a level plain and be 
slaves to others.  

 

 


